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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE  
HELD IN THE PAVILION ROOM, VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE 

on TUESDAY 14TH January at 7:30pm 
 

 
PRESENT: Cllr P Burge (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr C Howe and Cllr P Collinson  

 
IN ATTENDANCE Ms K Byrne (Clerk), and Mr M Wright and Mrs V Wright (who left at 19:42) 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 

 Cllr L Wragg, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Bearpark and Cllr M Vinton. 

2. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) 
she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at SCDC, the same 
applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh.  

3. Minutes from Previous Meeting 17th December 2019 – Matters Arising 

The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Burge.  

Item 4, S/4073/19/FL the garage conversion at 88 Chrishall Road has since been withdrawn. Regarding item 6, 
Appleacre Park (S/4002/19/VC), the letter to SCDC was sent on 8 January 2020. 

4. S/4081/19/FL – Hideaway, Lynch Lane, Fowlmere 

 Single storey rear extension  

A previous application on this property was recently approved; this is a new and separate application. Cllr Burge 
asked the members of the public if they wished to bring any points to the attention of Councillors. 

Mr and Mrs Wright are the owners of Oakleigh House, next door to Hideaway (to the front and north of the 
Hideaway plot). Mr Wright said that the proposed extension would result in a building that runs along their 
boundary for 6.5m, would rise over the boundary fence by 1.5m, and would be approximately 2m away from 
their garden. The impact of this would be overbearing to their small garden, overshadowing half of it 
particularly in the summer. Mr Wright showed the PC some photographs of the existing view of the boundary 
from their garden and what the impact would be if the building goes ahead.  

Cllr Mulholland said that a small garden is a primary amenity and that this level of overbearance by the 
proposed extension would be unreasonable. Cllr Roberts said that the effect on the neighbouring property is a 
material consideration as it is overshadowing. Cllr Roberts proposed recommending refusal, all concurred. 

Fowlmere Parish Council recommends refusal due to the overshadowing of the neighbouring property. If the 
planning officers are minded to approve this application, then Fowlmere Parish Council request that it goes to 
the planning committee.  

Mr and Mrs Wright left at 19:42.  

5. S/4252/19/FL – Cherry Tree Field, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere 

 Conversion of cowsheds to 3 bedroom house with internal annex  

The PC considered the application. Cllr Burge explained that there have been 2 previous applications under class 
Q (a form of permitted development which allows the change of use of certain buildings from agriculture to 
residential use); the first one was refused, the second was approved, which was to convert the sheds into 2 
separate residences (has not been carried out). This new application is to convert the cowsheds into one large 
residence, which Cllr Burge said exceeds the maximum floorspace for a single dwelling that would have been 
possible under Class Q of permitted development.  

The SCDC Local Plan (Chapter 7, Policy H/17) says that the reuse of building in the countryside for residential 
use will only be permitted where:  
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a. The buildings are unsuitable for employment use, or it being demonstrated through marketing the 
development opportunity for at least 12 months at a realistic price, that there is no demand for their 
development for employment use; 

b. The buildings are structurally sound, not makeshift in nature and are of permanent, substantial 
construction; 

c. There will be an enhancement to the immediate setting of the buildings; 

d. The form, bulk, design, landscaping and materials used in the change of use and adaptation and any 
associated extensions are sensitive to the character and appearance of the building and locality; 

e. There is a safe vehicular site access. 

Councillors had no knowledge of the property being marketed for the required time as an employment site.  

Regarding point c) Cllr Burge said that impact from the road will be minimal. Cllr Collinson said that the 
proposed building will be higher than the existing barn and concern was expressed by all about the bulk of the 
resulting structure within the setting. Cllr Roberts said that the site is in the open countryside, which will be 
altered by this building, especially as this is going to be higher than the existing barn, which means it is a new 
build not a barn conversion. Cllr Roberts proposed recommending refusal, all concurred. 

The Parish Council consider that the application fails on point a) as there is no demonstrated lack of opportunity 
for development as an employment site, on point b) as the existing building is insubstantial, on point c) as the 
proposed building does not enhance the area, and on point d) as the proposed building will be higher than the 
existing barn, which means it is a new build not a barn conversion. 
Fowlmere PC recommend refusal. If the planning officers are minded to approve this application, then 
Fowlmere Parish Council request that it goes to the planning committee.  

ACTION – Cllr Burge to draft a letter to SCDC in response to this application 

6. Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 

a) Swan House – Cllr Burge had received some comments about the deteriorating state of Swan House, which 
is a listed building.  

ACTION – Clerk to put this on the PC agenda proposing that the PC draft a letter to SCDC 

b) New planning delegation arrangements from SCDC. A letter from Mr Fulton went out to some Parish 
Councils about the delegation process. SCDC legal officer responded. In essence the planning director solely 
makes the decision about whether applications go to the planning committee, instead of elected 
representatives making this decision, which the PC thought was unacceptable. 

ACTION – Clerk to put this on the PC agenda proposing that the PC draft a letter to SCDC 

c) The demonstrations for Public Access to SCDC’s new planning website will be held at Chamber, 1st floor 
South Cambridgeshire Hall, SCDC on the following dates and times: 

I. Monday 27th January, 10am – 12pm 
II. Wednesday 29th January, 6pm – 8pm 

III. Friday 31st January, 1pm – 3pm 
IV. Friday 31st January, 6pm – 8pm 
V. Wednesday 5th February, 6pm - 8pm 

ACTION – Clerk to let SCDC know that Cllr Burge wishes to attend on 29 January 

d) Local Plan – a series of roadshow events are planned as part of the Issues and Options phase of the 2020 
Local Plan. The nearest event is at Shelford Tesco Express between 12.00pm – 2.00pm on Tuesday 28th 
January. The PC noted the limited number of events outside of Cambridge city, and were disappointed 
about the apparent limited efforts being made to engage communities within the South Cambridgeshire 
District. 

e) Cllr Roberts had not heard anything more about the timing for the publication of sites that had been 
submitted for consideration in developing the Local Plan. 

The meeting closed at 20.22. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE PAVILION ROOM, VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 21ST JANUARY 2020 AT 7:30 PM 
  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr P Burge, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr R Lennon, 
and Cllr P Collinson 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk) and Mrs Woods and one member of the public 

  Actions 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr S Mulholland and Cllr C Howe.  

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
None was declared. 

 

3 Acceptance of Councillor Bearpark’s resignation 
Cllr Wragg received Cllr Bearpark’s letter of resignation on 21st December 2019. 
Cllr Wragg accepted his resignation, with great reluctance, on behalf of the Parish 
Council. He expressed his sincere thanks to Cllr Bearpark for his hard work and dedication 
to the PC over the last eight years, especially his work as Vice-Chairman of the Planning 
Committee and as tree officer. Cllr Wragg said that Cllr Bearpark had volunteered for 
countless jobs, and has been a valued member of the PC who will be sadly missed. 
Cllr Wragg will write a letter to Cllr Bearpark to express the PC’s thanks. 
Clerk to send Notice of Vacancy to SCDC and advertise the casual vacancy. If no poll is 
called by 11 Feb 2020 then the vacancy can be filled by co-option. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 
 

Clerk 

4 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 17th December 2019 
The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Wragg. 

 

5 Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only) 
Regarding item 12, the Lottery grant closed last month so the PC has missed the deadline. 
Regarding item 15c, Cllr Burge said that the new play equipment is being fitted on the 
Butts this week; regarding item 17, the bench has been installed in the round moat by Cllr 
Burge and Cllr Collinson. Cllr Wragg thanked Cllrs Burge and Collinson.  

 

6 Village Hall 
Mrs Woods said the refurbishment of the changing rooms is progressing. 
Mrs Woods said that the defibrillator sited at the Village Hall was used recently by the 
ambulance service without the VHMC being advised and was not returned.  The VH was 
left without this equipment for 5 days.  She had written to NHS to make them aware of 
the lack of communication. 

 

7 County Council Matters 
Cllr Topping has stepped down as County Councillor. The by-election will be on 27th 
February. In Cllr Topping’s absence, Cllr Wragg thanked him on behalf of the Parish 
Council for all he had done over the years. 
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  Actions 

8 District Council Update 
All Parish Councils in South Cambridgeshire have now received correspondence from 
Few Lane Consortium Ltd, detailing concerns about the planning decision procedures at 
SCDC. Cllr Roberts said that in the past, where PCs requested that an application went to 
the SCDC Planning Committee then it would generally go with the committee chairman 
making the final decision. However, now more decisions are taken under delegated 
authority and are not going to the Planning Committee. The constitution of SCDC says 
that unless a Councillor is a member of the cabinet then they cannot make decisions on 
their own; so SCDC officers have been doing this without authority. There is a move to 
change the constitution to reflect this instead of amending practice to abide by the 
constitution. SCDC will discuss this matter at their next meeting of the Planning 
Committee. Cllr Vinton said that decisions are being taken by unelected officers, which is 
unacceptable. Cllr Roberts proposed that the Chairman of Fowlmere PC and the 
Chairman of Planning draft a letter to SCDC to ask for a complete review of the planning 
delegation process. Cllr Burge concurred with this, as these decisions should not be taken 
by the planning officers or their bosses but by elected members.   
Cllrs Burge and Wragg to draft a letter to SCDC to circulate to the PC to review by the end 
of the week. Clerk to send the letter next week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Burge / 
Cllr Wragg / 
Clerk 

 The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.  
There was none. 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.  

 

9 Reports from Meetings Attended 
No meetings have been attended by Cllrs since December.  
Upcoming meetings include: the meeting relating to the possible move of Marshalls 
Aerospace to the IWM at Duxford on 28 January - Cllrs Roberts, Wragg, Collinson & 
Vinton plan to attend [this meeting was later cancelled]; the Parish Council Liaison 
Meeting on 28 January - Cllr Burge plans to attend. 
In a personal capacity, Cllr Burge attended the broadband meeting on 20 January at 
Fowlmere Village Hall; he thought it was encouraging that a company wants to bring 
superfast broadband to a small community. They gave a good presentation, and a further 
meeting is planned in February.  

 

10 Burial Board 
a) Chapel repairs 
Cllr Mulholland sent an email with photos of repairs required to the brickwork on the 
cemetery Chapel. The PC considered the photos and agreed that repair work is needed. 
Clerk to ask Glen Johnson to examine and provide a quote for repairs. 

 
 
 
 

Clerk 

11 Planning Committee 
a) Swan House  
There is concern about the condition of this listed building in a conservation area. It has 
been empty for several months and is starting to deteriorate, and the owner may not be 
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  Actions 
aware of its condition. Cllr Burge suggested that the PC should write to SCDC to express 
concern and ask them to take action to secure the building. Cllr Burge to draft the letter 
to SCDC. 
b) SCDC’s new planning delegation arrangements  
See item 7 above. 
c) Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Roberts has contacted SCDC saying Fowlmere PC are looking for someone to advise 
on what is involved in developing a Neighbourhood Plan. 
d) Housing Needs Survey 
There has been a delay in the survey being carried out due to the contractor’s project 
timeline considerations. 

 
Cllr Burge 

12 Repairs to St Mary’s wall 
Glen Johnson has provided the drawings of the repairs. Cllrs Roberts, Burge and the Clerk 
will submit the planning application this week. 

Cllrs Roberts, 
Burge & 
Clerk 

13 Road Safety 
a) LHI Application Update 
The Clerk received via email a Press Notice and Plan from CCC Highways Service which 
shows the locations and extents of the proposed speed limits and traffic calming 
measures planned for Fowlmere. This was forwarded to the PC.  
Some residents have commented on the two new lamp-posts that were installed in 
December (one on Long Lane, near Willowside, and one on the High Street, outside 
Clifton House). The Clerk asked James Toombs from CCC Highways about this; he 
explained that they are required to illuminate the planned speed humps, but as there are 
often long lead times for installation, CCC raised the order before Christmas, as the lights 
need to be installed before the traffic calming installation for safety reasons. Balfour 
Beatty installed them earlier than expected. The streetlights will help to increase road 
safety and reduce speeds through the village (even if the traffic calming scheme is 
withdrawn), as they indicate to drivers that they are entering a residential setting, and in 
both of these locations pedestrians regularly cross. 

b) Speedwatch Update  
There have been no recent SpeedWatch sessions due to Christmas, but more sessions are 
planned. Cllr Lennon said that on Pipers Close and Chrishall Road speeders are a big 
problem especially at the weekends. Cllr Lennon would like to assist Cllr Howe in 
organising the sessions, and plans to carry out some sessions on Pipers Close and 
Chrishall Road at the weekends. Cllr Lennon will canvas for more volunteers, and let the 
Clerk know if anyone requires Speedwatch training.  
Cllr Wragg moved the MYSI from Pipers Close and was able to get data from it; he will 
analyse the data with Cllr Howe when the latter returns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cllr Lennon 

 
Cllr Wragg / 
Cllr Howe 
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  Actions 
It was recently reported that the Solagen school sign lights were not working in the 
morning; the Clerk has notified Solagen. Cllrs and residents are asked to notify the Clerk 
if the lights are not working correctly in the future. 
d) Casualty Reduction Support Fund 
Nothing to report. 

 

All to note 

14 Trees, Grass and Hedges  
a) SCDC 3 Trees scheme 
SCDC are offering every parish council in South Cambridgeshire three free trees and a 
voucher for £60 to cover the cost (to be claimed by 14th March 2020).  
Before the meeting Cllr Mulholland suggested the PC could choose small trees that do 
not require a lot of maintenance and perhaps ask if the school wants to be involved. Cllr 
Roberts said the PC already has a lot of trees (having planted many of the trees 
themselves in the past), and that they cost money to maintain. Cllr Collinson said that the 
voucher would only provide for three tiny trees or a single more substantial one, and 
suggested that the school children could get involved in deciding (with some guidance) 
which tree is chosen, from a shortlist of British species. The PC thought that the southern 
corner of the Butts near Ion science would be a good location. The PC decided to 
purchase one mature tree. Cllr Burge will liaise with Mr Atkin initially and then Cllr 
Collinson will follow up in getting the children involved in choosing trees. 
b) Community Orchard 
As Cllr Topping has stepped down as county councillor there has been no report on the 
asbestos matter. Cllr Burge will check whether the asbestos is still there; if so the Clerk 
will contact CCC to see if it is being dealt with. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cllr Burge / 
Cllr Collinson 
 
Cllr Burge / 
Clerk 

15 Finance & General Purposes  
a) Defibrillator  
Cllr Burge said that another defibrillator located more centrally in the village would be a 
good idea; he had mentioned it to Chris, the manager at the Chequers, who is supportive. 
It would require a cabinet with an electricity supply (costing perhaps £5 per year). If it 
was mounted on the outside of the kitchen wall, which already has power, it should not 
cost too much to install. 
Clerk to write to Chris and Rebecca to officially ask if they will host the defibrillator.  
b) Play equipment repairs 
Before the meeting, the Clerk and Ian Wilson had looked at the Butts and Village Hall play 
equipment repairs in the RoSPA reports, after which Ian had prepared a quote. This is for 
securing the bin by the noticeboard and fitting 11 new wooden posts around the Butts 
playing field; the other smaller jobs (such as fitting plugs in the frame of the swings) Ian 
would do free of charge. The PC decided that the bin should be secured by SCDC not the 
PC, but the quote to fit new wooden posts was accepted. Clerk to let Ian Wilson know, 
and also purchase a new basketball net for the Village Hall. 
c) Bills to be paid 
Seniorlink Eldercare – Dec 2020, £80.66 
Shire Trees Limited – Tree work in Round Moat, £780.00 
Hardy Landscapes – various jobs at cemetery, £2,340.00 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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  Actions 
Jo Asquith – Wix Website Hosting (18-Nov-2019 to 18-Nov-2020), £74.25 
Ian Wilson – Bus shelter repairs (Chrishall Road), £317.38 
Fowlmere United Reformed Church Hire, £104.31 
Fowlmere Village Hall – Pavilion Room Hire, £36.00 
Income 
Fowlmere Village Hall – Annual Rent, £1.00 
Bills already approved / DD 
OPUS ENERGY LTD (DD) - 5 Dec 2019 to 2 Jan 2020, £200.36 
K Byrne – Salary (Confidential) 
K Byrne – NEST (refund), £49.21 

16 Correspondence 
a) Correspondence List – Jan 2020 
The PC noted the correspondence.  

 

17 ACTION LIST UPDATE:  
The action list was reviewed and updated. 

 

18 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life  
Improvements include planting new trees and involving the school children. 
Cllr Collinson proposed that the PC should consider what assets of community value 
Fowlmere have.  Clerk to put this on the next PC Agenda. 
Cllr Burge said that there is a group of residents in Fowlmere who plan to discuss ideas 
around sustainability; they are having their first meeting on 22 January, at the Chequers. 

 

 
Clerk 

19 Other Matters (for information only) 
Cllr Burge will be attending the cross village transport meeting on 30 January, which Tim 
Watkins from Greater Cambridge Partnership will also be attending. Are there are issues 
that Fowlmere PC want raising? Clerk to ask for an Agenda and circulate to PC. Cllr Burge 
will ask about a cycling route from Fowlmere to Foxton.  
Cllr Roberts said that the drains on Long Lane are still clogged up. The Clerk will send an 
email every week to SCDC until the drains are cleared [drains finally cleared on 22 Jan]. 
Cllr Roberts also said the daffodils planted in the cemetery seem to have gone missing.  
Cllr Vinton said that Mrs Flanagan in Rose Cottage next to the churchyard on the High 
Street reported that the trees in the churchyard are so tall she is worried they would fall 
over. Cllr Collinson said that they will be reviewed in the tree survey. 
Cllr Vinton said also said that a resident had slipped on the trap door to the cellar of the 
old Black Horse and broke her wrist. The owners have responded by siting their wheelie 
bins on it. The Clerk had already spoken to the resident’s husband suggesting that they 
contact SCDC. 
The date of the next meetings: 
PC meeting – Tuesday 18th February 2020, 7:30pm in the Pavilion Room, Village Hall.  
Finance Meeting – Wed 26 February 2020, 7:30pm in the Pavilion Room, Village Hall. 

The meeting closed at 21:25 

 
 
 

Clerk 
 

Clerk 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE  
HELD IN THE PAVILION ROOM, VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE 

on TUESDAY 18TH FEBRUARY at 7:00pm 
 

 
PRESENT: Cllr P Burge (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr L Wragg, Cllr Lennon, Cllr P 

Collinson and Cllr C Howe (arrived at 19.20) 
 

IN ATTENDANCE Ms K Byrne (Clerk) 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr Vinton. 

2. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) 
she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at SCDC, the same 
applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh.  
The Parish Council is the applicant in item 5, therefore all members have an interest. 
Cllr Roberts declared an interest in historic applications relating to item 4, but she will look at this application 
afresh. 

3. Minutes from Previous Meeting 14th January 2020 – Matters Arising 
The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Burge.  

4. S/0181/20/PN (agricultural) – Deans Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere 
 Prior approval for the erection of an agricultural building to be used for the storage of hay, straw and grain 

Cllr Burge said that this is a prior approval application to confirm whether the proposed development can be 
undertaken. If, as the application form states, the total area of the agricultural unit is 2.17 hectares, then it is to 
be judged against Class B, Part 6 of Schedule 2 of the General Permitted Development Order (GPDO) 
‘Agricultural development on units of less than 5 hectares’. This proposal should then not be deemed as 
permitted development as it is not within the curtilage of another building, and if it were, would exceed the 
permitted increase of 20% by volume. However, it is likely that the stated area is incorrect and is considerably 
larger, in which case it should be considered under Class A ‘Agricultural units of 5 hectares of more’. The key 
test that needs to be considered is whether it meets the criteria for permitted development, i.e.: 
The carrying out on agricultural land comprised in an agricultural unit of 5 hectares or more in area of: 
a) works for the erection, extension or alteration of a building; or 
b) any excavation or engineering operations, 
which are reasonably necessary for the purposes of agriculture within that unit. 
This would allow erection of new buildings, but they have to be ‘reasonably necessary’. There are some 
exclusions, which the plans suggest the application meets, so the PC need to decide if the building is ‘reasonably 
necessary’.   
Cllr Roberts said that not enough information has been given. When this area was last discussed there was 
concern as to why such a small farm needed so many buildings so quickly. Only reasonably recently a barn at 
the front of the site received planning permission but it was not used, could the applicant not use that barn? 
The applicant needs to show how and why they are going to use the buildings. The farm’s existing operations 
are already causing concerns for some neighbours.  
Cllr Wragg said that the papers the PC had received do not include comments from neighbours.  
Cllr Burge said it is hard to understand why so much development is required unless the farm has significantly 
increased its agricultural output (unlikely); more likely is that they plan to bring in produce, which would make 
this a commercial not an agricultural operation, and therefore would need full planning permission.  
The PC concluded that insufficient information had been provided within the application to allow it to be 
properly assessed. Cllr Burge will write to SCDC to say there is not enough information, and if the applicant 
wants to change his land use it needs to be more transparent.  
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ACTION – Cllr Burge and Clerk to write a letter to SCDC in response to this application 

5. S/0204/20/FL – St Marys Church, High Street, Fowlmere 
Rebuilding of church wall  
The application was noted. As this is an application submitted by Fowlmere Parish Council, the PC has a 
declared interest, and had no comments.  

6. S/0294/20/TC – Mere House, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere 
Sycamore to remove branch as indicated in photograph 
Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections. No comments to be sent to SCDC, as requested by the tree officer. 

7. SCDC Planning Delegation Provisions – Update 
Cllr Roberts said that during last week’s SCDC Planning Meeting the wording SCDC had proposed to use in the 
constitution was not lawful and was withdrawn, then 6 other planning delegation proposals were produced to 
be considered. Out of 10 councillors present one 1 was not critical of this. Nonetheless, the committee voted 
for the proposal that the delegation of applications, where an application had been requested to be seen by the 
planning committee, will now be dealt with by one officer, the director of planning or his nominated officer.  
There will be a review of the planning operation by a local government body. Councillors at the planning 
meeting had said they wanted this to happen as quickly as possible, and that the changes have to come back to 
full committee. However, when the review will happen is not yet decided. Cllr Wragg suggested the PC write to 
SCDC Planning Committee and ask them to outline the planning review procedure and how PCs can express 
their views.  

ACTION – Cllr Burge and Cllr Wragg to prepare a letter to SCDC to say Fowlmere PC wish to engage with the 
planning review. 

8. Migration to Greater Cambridge Shared Planning portal from SCDC Planning portal 
Cllr Burge and the Clerk had been to demonstrations of the new Greater Cambridge Shared Planning (GCSP) 
portal, on 29 Jan and 5 Feb, respectively.  
The new portal can be found at the following address: 
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/ 
After 18 February 2020, users will be automatically directed to this site from the old SCDC Planning portal. 
The new portal will allow members of the public to do a range of searches and keep them if an account is set 
up. Updates on particular applications, or parishes, can be tracked. Historic applications have been uploaded, 
which will be searchable with keywords or reference numbers. If comments are submitted via the portal they 
will go into the ‘Comments’ section but if submitted as a letter they may be in the ‘Document’ section on the 
portal. There is a measuring tool which will allow a user to measure dimensions and areas on plans.   
The Clerk can also submit comments on behalf of the Parish Council, and has a ‘Consultee In Tray’ on her 
account.  For this purpose, the Clerk has submitted her email address as Fowlmere PC consultee. As Chair of the 
Planning Committee, Cllr Burge could act as a backup for if the Clerk is away or unable to submit the PC’s 
comments. All agreed with this. Clerk to submit Cllr Burge’s email address to GCSP. 
Cllr Mulholland asked in view of this, whether all members of the PC should have Fowlmere PC email addresses. 
This to be discussed further at the next PC meeting. 

9. Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
Cllr Roberts said that the 5-year land supply is now at 5.07. Mr Kelly still to update SCDC, who were seemingly 
unaware of this until a planning inspector told them.  
Cllr Burge suggested that the status of the 5-year land supply could be a standing item on the Agenda. All 
concurred with this. 
The meeting closed at 19.44. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE PAVILION ROOM, VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 2020 AT 7:30 PM 
  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr P Burge, Cllr R Lennon, Cllr P 
Collinson, Cllr S Mulholland and Cllr C Howe 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk)  

  Actions 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton.  

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
None was declared. 

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 21st January 2020 
The wording in item 14a was agreed and updated during the meeting; the updated 
minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Wragg. 

 
 

4 Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only) 
Regarding item 15a ‘Finance & General Purposes, Defibrillator’, Cllr Burge and the Clerk 
have now sent a letter to the Chequers regarding hosting a defibrillator. 

 
 

5 PC Vacancy 
South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) did not receive any requests for an election, 
therefore the casual vacancy can be filled by co-option. The vacancy will be advertised in 
the Fowlmere and Thriplow News magazine, on the FPC website and Facebook, and on 
the noticeboard. The deadline will be Monday 6 April. Any applicants can then be 
considered in the PC meeting on 21st April 2020. 

 
 

6 Village Hall 
Mrs Woods was not present at the meeting but she had asked the clerk to let the PC 
know the following: that plumbing work has started on the changing rooms 
refurbishment today; that Mrs Woods has been invited to apply for a grant towards the 
second quote at the beginning of the new financial year; and that Mrs Woods has 
secured a grant from SCDC towards work on the rear car park. Cllr Wragg said this is very 
satisfactory. 

 
 

7 County Council Matters 
There is currently no Cambridgeshire County Councillor, and a by-election will be held on 
27th February 2020. 

 
 

8 District Council Update 
Cllr Roberts gave an update on the SCDC Planning delegation provisions – see Planning 
Minutes for 18 Feb 2020, item 7. 

 
 

 The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.  
There was none. 
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  Actions 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.  

9 Reports from Meetings Attended 
Cllr Burge and Cllr Wragg attended the PC Liaison meeting on 28 Jan; there was an 
emphasis on green issues during the discussions, and there was a very good turnout from 
SCDC. Numerous grants are available particularly for green initiatives. 
Cllr Burge and the Clerk attended demonstrations of the new Greater Cambridge Shared 
Planning portal on 29 Jan / 5 Feb – see Planning Minutes for 18 Feb 2020, item 8. Cllr 
Burge added that although paper documents will continue to be distributed for the time 
being, SCDC is considering becoming completely electronic. This may mean that the PC 
requires projection equipment to look at applications on screen at future Planning 
meetings. 
Cllr Burge attended a cross-village meeting on 30 Jan. There was a presentation from Tim 
Watkins of Greater Cambridge Partnership. Cllr Burge said it was useful to discuss 
transport issues with other parishes. However, there was no commitment to providing a 
cycleway between Fowlmere and Foxton. Cllr Burge will write a letter to Tim Watkins (of 
GCP) to ask him to consider construction of a cycleway. 
Cllrs Burge, Roberts and Wragg met with Uzma Ali of SCDC on 11 Feb to discuss the 
Housing Needs Survey, and to better understand what is involved with an entry-level 
exception site. An application proposing to build entirely affordable housing is 
anticipated; the PC will be consulted in due course.  
Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Burge for his hard work in attending all these meetings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Burge 

10 Burial Board 
a) Interment 20th Feb 
The Clerk had sold plot 501 to the family of Mrs Goss; the interment is planned to take 
place on Thursday 20 Feb at 2.40pm. The grave digger has been asked to use only top-soil 
on the filled grave, and to remove all spoil from the site. Cllr Mulholland and Cllr Roberts 
will check the state of the grave after the interment. 
b) Chapel Repairs 
The window repairs are now complete, and the PC is happy with the work carried out by 
Cambridge Stained Glass. Glen Johnson has not yet responded to a request for a quote 
for other chapel repairs. Clerk to phone Glen to chase. 
c) Chapel Shed 
Cllr Mulholland had received some quotes from John Cobb for removing the old shed and 
preparing the ground for a new one, however, the costs are quite considerable. Cllr 
Burge said that this will be one of our investments for the next Financial Year. 
d) Other Matters 
Cllr Roberts said that there has been a problem with deer eating real and artificial 
flowers in the cemetery. Cllr Mulholland said that daffodils could be planted in the soil 
between the old and new cemeteries where the iron fence used to be. All concurred with 
this. 

 
 
 
Cllrs 
Mulholland 
& Roberts 
 

 
Clerk 
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  Actions 
Cllr Mulholland has been working on a digital version of the cemetery map. Cllr Wragg 
thanked Cllr Mulholland for his hard work on this. 

11 Planning Committee 
a) Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Roberts has spoken to SCDC regarding finding an officer to advise the PC on 
Neighbourhood Planning; the details of who it will be is still to be confirmed. After 
seeking professional advice, Foxton are resubmitting their Neighbourhood Plan. 
b) Greater Cambridge Local Plan 
Cllr Roberts said that the deadline for submissions for land supply has been extended. Cllr 
Wragg said that the Local Plan is a very important document so the PC should send in a 
considered response, at the correct time, not at this initial stage. Cllrs Burge and Roberts 
to draft a letter on behalf of the PC. 
The initial consultation is open until 24 February at www.greatercambridgeplanning.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cllrs Burge 
and Roberts 

12 Scheduling of Meetings 
Cllr Mulholland said that putting a meeting (Planning, Finance or Burial) before the 
monthly PC meeting can have a detrimental effect on the latter items on the PC agenda, 
due to tiredness. He suggested that as there are roughly 2 meetings per month (except 
August) a meeting in the 1st week of the month could be scheduled along with the usual 
PC meeting in the 3rd week of the month. Cllr Mulholland also suggested that the items 
on the agenda could be rotated. Cllr Wragg and the Clerk to discuss this outside the 
meeting; and to be further discussed at the next PC meeting.    

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg / 
Clerk 

13 St Mary’s wall / Savile Way wall 
The planning application for St Mary’s Wall repairs has been submitted; the decision is 
expected in March. Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Burge and the Clerk for their hard work on 
the application. 
Regarding the wall in Savile Way, Cllr Roberts suggested as the crack in the wall is getting 
bigger, and the buttresses supporting it are on PC land, the PC need to go back to the 
owners of the Green to ask about their plans for repairing it. Cllr Mulholland said we also 
need to mention the unstable wall and temporary fencing around the front of the 
property. Cllr Wragg and Clerk to draft a letter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg / 
Clerk 

14 Assets of Community Value 
Cllr Collinson said that many other local Parish Councils have put buildings onto the 
register of Assets of Community Value, such as pubs like the Chequers. Cllr Burge said 
that the list of assets is primarily for communities to be able to express a wish to bid on a 
building (when it is up for sale) and, as a listed asset, extra time is given before the asset 
is put on the open market. Fowlmere had previously done this with the Queen’s Head 
pub but the village had been unable to put in a bid. Cllr Burge said there is one other 
advantage to listing assets, which is that the asset cannot be sold for a change of use 
under permitted development for 5 years. Cllr Roberts to approach SCDC to request 
information; Cllr Collinson to register the Chequers, the Swan, and the old Queens Head 
as assets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Roberts 
Cllr Collinson  
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  Actions 

15 Timber Care 
Before the meeting, Cllr Mulholland had made a list of items in the village needing 
repairs, including noticeboards, benches, a wooden frame around a tree on the Butts, 
bird boxes on Savile Way, and a wall near the Green which is covered in ivy and needing 
to be cut back. The PC agreed that the items need to be repaired. Cllr Mulholland to ask 
Cllr Vinton to quote for the work on the main noticeboard, and Ian Wilson to quote for 
the remaining work. Cllr Roberts to ask the housing department about responsibility for 
the walkway between Ryecroft and Chapel Lane, which also may require some attention. 

 
 
 
 

Cllr 
Mulholland 
Cllr Roberts 

16 Road Safety 
a) LHI Application Update 
Cllr Howe said that the CCC consultation has concluded, and there have been some 
objections: 3 objections to the location of the speed hump on Long Lane outside 
Fairhaven (near to Rectory Lane); 1 objection to speed cushions, suggesting that we install 
speed humps instead; 1 objection to the positioning of the first features on Long Lane and 
High Street. James Toombs proposed, due to cost, objections and road safety comments, 
to remove the speed hump outside Fairhaven and replace with carriageway roundels and 
edge lining. A decision on this will be taken by the county councillor (who has not yet 
been elected) and the traffic manager. Cllr Roberts said that the PC would be concerned if 
the Fairhaven speed hump is not included as drivers may well speed up. Cllr Burge said 
that the PC should have a voice since we are paying two thirds of the costs. Cllr Howe to 
draft a letter to James Toombs with the PC’s concerns. 
b) Speedwatch Update  
Cllr Lennon has been on the speedwatch training course and has canvassed in the village 
for other volunteers. Cllr Lennon said that the police will now come out to villages to do 
training (they are coming to Foxton on 7 March), which might encourage more people to 
volunteer. The police have new speed detecting machines that monitor from 20mph. 
Also the PC can apply to SCDC for funding to get signs to say Fowlmere is a Speedwatch 
Village. The police have initiated an HGV speedwatch, but this requires a Weight 
Restriction Limit in the village. Cllr Howe said that getting a Weight Restriction Limit has 
been explored but we have been advised to get the traffic calming scheme installed first. 
Cllr Lennon said the police are piloting a scheme where if a driver has 2 letters due to 
speeding, they will be fined.  
c) Casualty Reduction Support Fund 
Nothing to report. 
d) HGVs in the village 
Cllr Mulholland received a comment from a villager that HGVs regularly get stuck on 
Butts View, often due to Satnav misdirecting them to the Butts Industrial Estate. The PC 
discussed whether there is scope to put up a sign saying Butts Industrial Estate this way, 
and another on Manor Farm road. Cllr Howe will ask James Toombs about signage for 
trucks and if anything can be done about Satnav sending large vehicles the wrong way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cllr Howe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Howe 

17 Trees, Grass and Hedges  
a) Tree Survey 
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  Actions 
The Clerk will ask 5 tree surgeons to quote to carry out a Tree Survey, which includes all 
PC-owned trees in the village including those in St Mary’s churchyard. 
b) Free SCDC trees – update 
Cllr Collinson said that he had obtained a list of trees of British species from Scottsdale’s, 
approx. 40 trees, which was reduced to 19 when he removed trees that might create a 
problem (e.g. any fruit trees), and trees that would be unsuitable for the type of soil on 
the Butts. He gave the list to Mr Atkin for the children to discuss. Cllr Howe said that 
before purchasing, it would be worth checking that the tree had been grown in Britain as 
foreign-grown trees may bring in diseases. Cllr Collinson to co-ordinate with the school 
and then purchase the chosen tree with the voucher from SCDC. 
c) Tree in Moat – see email 11 Feb 2020 
A Fowlmere resident had asked the PC for permission to pollard a tree close to their 
boundary fence and located on their side of the ditch in the Round Moat. Cllr Burge said 
that the tree is in the area of riparian rights but is on the resident’s side of the ditch. The 
PC decided it has no objections to the resident pollarding the tree, but not felling it. 
However, the resident needs to check with the SCDC Tree Officer whether a TPO 
application is required. Clerk to respond to the resident. 
d) Community Orchard 
The Clerk had asked Peter Topping for a contact at CCC regarding the asbestos but has 
received no reply. The PC will await the election of a new CCC councillor before 
progressing with this matter. 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Collinson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

18 Finance & General Purposes  
a) Precept acknowledgement 
SCDC has acknowledged receipt of the 2020/21 precept requirement from Fowlmere PC 
of £41,880.00. The precept will give a Band D equivalent for 2020/21 of £72.65, an 
increase of £3.96 or 5.76% above the Band D equivalent charge in 2019/20.  
b) PC / storage / backup 
Before the meeting, Cllr Collinson and the Clerk had examined the laptop. Cllr Collinson 
said that the Clerk backs up the documents to One Drive automatically, and also 
manually to Dropbox once per month, which is adequate backup in the case of a virus 
attack. Cllr Collinson had also carried out some updates and removed unnecessary 
software, which will allow the laptop to work more efficiently. Cllr Collinson said that 
the laptop has an old-fashioned hard drive, which is slow, and he recommended 
replacing it with a solid-state drive. Cllr Collinson to source the new hard drive. Clerk to 
purchase. Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Collinson and the Clerk for their hard work. 
c) Bills to be paid 
Seniorlink Eldercare - Jan 2020, £80.66 
Fowlmere Village Hall - Pavilion Room Hire (18 & 26 Feb), £42.00 
Caloo Ltd - Vinci wooden climbing frame, £10,800.00 
D R A MacDonald (Cambridge Stained Glass) – work on 6 Windows, £1,631.78 
K Byrne - petrol expenses refund, £15.30 
Peter Burge – refund for planning application, £142.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cllr Collinson 
/ Clerk 
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  Actions 

Bills already approved / Direct Debit 
OPUS ENERGY LTD - 3 Jan to 2 Feb 2020, £168.30 (DD) 
K Byrne – Salary (Confidential) 
K Byrne – NEST (refund), £49.21 

19 Correspondence 
a) Correspondence List – Feb 2020 
The PC noted the correspondence.  
Clerk to put Shire Homes Lettings poster up in the Butts noticeboard. 

 
 
 
Clerk 

20 ACTION LIST UPDATE:  
The action list was reviewed and updated. 

 
 

21 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life  
Cllr Burge attended the sustainability group meeting; about 12 attended, they were 
interested in doing more sustainable things in the village. Some ideas discussed were – 
litter picking (SCDC have litter picking handles), enhanced recycling facilities in the village, 
tree planting (limited on public land but more could be planted on private land and 
gardens), wildflower planting. The sustainability group are on Facebook (as Fowlmere 
Sustainability Group?). Cllr Wragg suggested that when the protected verges are cut, 
volunteers could come and lift the cuttings. Also, the PC suggested it might be willing to 
allow the group to use an area for wildflower planting – perhaps opposite Champions 
Close or to the left of the footpath on the Green.  

 
 

22 Other Matters (for information only) 
Cllr Collinson asked if who owns the streetlights, as the PC should consider replacing the 
bulbs with LEDs. Cllr Burge said that this is being rolled out now by SCDC. 
Cllr Howe mentioned the unannounced closure of Long Lane in week commencing 17 
February. No notice of this closure had been given.  
Cllr Wragg said that the road closures and restrictions for this year’s Cereals Event are not 
going to affect Fowlmere this time. 
 
The date of the next meetings: 
Finance Meeting – Wed 26th February 2020, 7:30pm in the Pavilion Room, Village Hall. 
PC Meeting – Tuesday 17th March 2020, 7:30pm in the Pavilion Room, Village Hall.  
 
The meeting closed at 10.00. 
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Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes Committee  
held in the Pavilion Room, Village Hall, Fowlmere  

Wednesday 26th February 2020 at 7.30 pm  
 
Present:  
Cllr P Burge (Chair), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr Vinton and Cllr R Lennon. 
 
Also in Attendance:  Ms K Byrne (Clerk) 
 

  Actions 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr C Howe and Cllr Roberts. 

 

2 Minutes of Previous Meeting – 6th Nov 2019 / Matters Arising 
The Finance Minutes of 6th November 2019 were reviewed, agreed to be a true record, and 
were signed by Cllr Burge. 
There were no matters arising. 

 

3 
 

Review of Income and Expenditure  
a)  Review of savings accounts and current accounts 
The Committee reviewed the PC’s current and savings accounts and discussed how much 
money should be in each account.  
The balance in each of the bank accounts is currently as follows: 
x Unity Trust Bank Instant Access Savings Account – £503.34 
x Santander Business Savings Account – £9,670.30 
x The Cambridge Building Society – £40,541.35 
x Unity Trust Current account – £9,087.59 
x Santander Current account – £2,148.82.  
The PC decided that the S106 money for the recently purchased Vinci wooden climbing 
frame (£9,000) should be taken out of the Santander savings account and put it into the 
Unity Trust current account. Clerk to arrange to transfer the money. 
b) Comparison of Expenditure with budget 
The Committee reviewed the Fowlmere PC Accounts spreadsheet. Cllr Burge said that 
although the expenditure for this Financial Year (FY) is approximately £11,000 more than 
the precept budget + income, this can be explained by the large capital projects that have 
been paid for this year, such as the repairs to the chapel windows & memorial well, and the 
registration of Clunch Pits and Village Hall (VH) land. The budgets have been rebalanced 
more appropriately for the next FY. 
The PC discussed using accounting software for the financial accounts, to make things such 
as budget assessment easier. Cllr Mulholland and Cllr Lennon both recommended Xero 
accounting software. Clerk will trial using Xero accounting software. A working party 
comprising Cllrs Wragg, Burge, Mulholland and the Clerk to assess how this goes. 
c) Precept 
SCDC have acknowledged receipt of the 2020/21 precept requirement from Fowlmere PC of 
£41,880.00.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs Wragg, 
Burge, 
Mulholland 
& Clerk 

4 
 

Audit for 2019-2020  
a) Review FPC asset register and insurance  
The Committee reviewed the asset register spreadsheet. Cllr Mulholland suggested some 

 
 
 



 

2 
 

additions to the list which included the noticeboards, fencing around Butts, benches 
additional to those listed, the village maps, the shed and noticeboard at the cemetery, and 
other PC land. Cllr Mulholland will update the asset register and circulate to the Finance 
Committee to review. The updated list will be considered further in the next PC meeting. 
The Clerk will then approach three insurance companies for quotes. 

 
 

Cllr 
Mulholland 
Clerk 

5 Trees, Grass, Hedges and General Purposes 
a) Contract renewals 
The Clerk had sent tender documents for the Grounds & Public Areas Maintenance Contract 
to 5 contractors (each recommended by a local Clerk) giving 7 weeks to reply. A reminder 
was sent a week ago asking for quotes to be returned by 25 Feb. However, only one 
contractor replied. This quote (from Hardy Landscapes) was considered by the Committee; 
the prices are in line with last year’s quote. Cllr Wragg proposed that the Committee accept 
the quote, all concurred. Clerk to let Hardys know they have won the contract. Terms and 
conditions for the contract to be prepared by the Clerk and Cllr Burge; this to be signed 
before the scheduled work begins in April. Some work additional to the quote (such as leaf-
clearing in Jacksons Way) will be discussed at the next PC meeting. Clerk to put this on the 
PC Agenda. 
b) Tree survey 
The areas of the village to be covered by the survey were reviewed. The Clerk has a list of 7 
recommended tree surgeons, 5 of whom were chosen by the Committee. Clerk to ask the 5 
tree surgeons for quotes to carry out a tree survey of Fowlmere. 
c) Traffic calming scheme 
It is unclear if the latest revised scheme proposed by Cambridgeshire County Council will be 
within the agreed budget. This to be clarified by the LHI officer James Toombs. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Clerk / 
Cllr Burge 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 

Clerk 

6 
 

Future Projects 
a) Cemetery shed 
Cllr Lennon suggested that an Asgard Metal shed might be appropriate for the cemetery, as 
they are sturdy, waterproof and possibly cheaper than traditional sheds. Cllr Mulholland to 
review and report back to the PC. 
b) Registering of parish land  
The Butts recreation ground and the cemetery land will be considered in the next FY. Cllr 
Burge suggested that the cemetery land could be registered first as it should be more 
straightforward. 
c) Maintenance of bus shelters  
The bus shelters on Thriplow road and Chrishall road have recently been repaired. But the 
shelter near the War memorial may need to be reviewed structurally. Cllr Vinton to 
approach Meads for a quote. 

 
 
 

Cllr 
Mulholland 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Vinton 

7 
 

Other Matters  
a) Review of in-house check on play equipment 
Cllr Burge has been regularly checking the play equipment on the Butts; following Caloo 
being called out to repair the new climbing frame, there have been no other issues. Cllr 
Bearpark had been checking the VH play equipment. The PC needs to check 3 times per year 
in August, November and February. Cllr Mulholland will check the VH equipment in Feb. 
Cllr Vinton left the room at 21.06. 
Before the meeting, Cllr Vinton had been asked to submit a quote to carry out some repair 
work on the PC noticeboard. Cllr Vinton has carried out many such jobs for the PC in the 
past, free of charge. As this work would involve several days’ work, the PC thought it 
reasonable that Cllr Vinton (through his company Fairholm Associates) should be allowed to 
charge for his time, given that his previous work had always been to a very high standard, 
and the overall cost would be less than £500. The Committee reviewed the quote. Cllr 

 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Mulholland 
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Mulholland proposed that the committee accept the quote, Cllr Wragg seconded; all 
concurred. Clerk to let Cllr Vinton know. 
Cllr Vinton re-entered the room at 21.10. 
Cllr Burge proposed that the PC pay £85 for finance training for the Clerk; all concurred. 

Clerk 

8 Date of Next Meeting  
Suggested date – Wednesday 29 April 2020. 
The meeting closed at 21:17.   
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE MAIN HALL, VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 17TH MARCH 2020 AT 7:30 PM 
  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr R Lennon, Cllr M Vinton and Cllr S 
Mulholland  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Mrs D Woods, Cllr Peter McDonald, Paul and Jo Searle, Joe 
Escott, Jeremy Pymer, Lisa Turner, Sarah Deacon, James Hobro (the latter 8 left 
at 20:30) 

  Actions 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr C Howe, Cllr P Burge, and Cllr P Collinson.  

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
None was declared. 

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 18th February 2020 
The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Wragg. 

 

4 Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only) 
There were none.  
By agreement of the PC the next item discussed was item 10. 

 

5 PC Vacancy update 
No applications have been submitted for the vacancy so far.  
ACTION – Clerk to remove the deadline from the advert 

 
 
Clerk 

6 Village Hall 
Mrs Woods said that due to the Coronavirus there have been lots of cancellations at the 
Village Hall. Therefore, the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) have decided to 
close it until the end of April (the situation will be reviewed again then), the only 
exception is the Blood Donating session which will go ahead on 19 March 2020. All 
heating and bin collections will be cancelled, which will reduce running costs. The VHMC 
will manage financially for the time being as they have built up a year’s contingency 
money, and running costs are will be considerably less when the services are cancelled. 

 

7 County Council Matters 
Cllr Peter Mc Donald was elected as Cambridge County Councillor in February. Before the 
meeting he had circulated a general report to all the parishes. Cllr McDonald attended 
the PC meeting; he said he will catch up on local issues soon with the District Councillor 
(Cllr Roberts). He will produce a monthly report for all his parishes, and keep us updated 
on progress. 
The deadline for LHI has been brought forward and is shorter (1 April-31 May 2020), 
comments on this new schedule are sought. 
Cllr Wragg mentioned that there is asbestos on the CCC land near the school car park, 
which was reported to CCC some time ago. Cllr McDonald said he will deal with it. 
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  Actions 
Cllr Roberts said that there is an issue with deer regularly crossing the roads in Fowlmere, 
and 4 were killed on Long Lane recently. Cllr McDonald will enquire about getting Deer 
road signs and get back to us. Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Mc Donald for his contribution. 

Cllr 
McDonald 
 

Cllr 
McDonald 

8 District Council Update 
Cllr Roberts said that the budget for SCDC is going up by 2.6%. SCDC is not cancelling 
meetings at the moment but people are starting to work from home. This will be 
reviewed continually. 

 

 The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.  
There was none. 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.  

 

9 Reports from Meetings Attended 
None was attended. 

 

10 Planning for possible virus needs within village (email 12 March) 
There was a lot of interest in this item from members of the public, so, it was proposed 
by the Chairman, and agreed by the PC, that this item would be discussed before item 5. 
Cllr Wragg said that Covid 19 is presenting us with challenges and we don’t know how 
long it will last. Cllr Robert’s said that from tonight’s turnout (from members of the 
public) and from Facebook messages, there is much interest within the village to help the 
older and more vulnerable residents. However, the efforts need to be co-ordinated, and 
safety is paramount. We need to have a good system in place from the different agencies 
– the PC, the church, Fowlmere friendship group and the Facebook volunteers. Cllr 
Roberts suggested that a PC-headed leaflet, along with the other groups, be sent out to 
all parishioners. 
Mrs Woods said there are 34 members in the friendship group (who are mostly elderly); 
she had spoken to them all today and she will ring them regularly. She would like a list of 
contact names of volunteers for whom it is safe for the members to contact. 
Mrs Turner said that the vicar is compiling a list of vulnerable residents (elderly, single 
mothers, sick). They would also like a list of contacts, but the safe-guarding is crucial. 
Perhaps they could use people who are already DBS checked. 
Joe Escott had compiled a large group of volunteers on Facebook, to date 119 members 
of the community had offered help. Not all have been DBS checked. He wanted the PC to 
legitimise the group, and he agreed with a leaflet drop.  
Cllr Mulholland suggested that Fowlmere and Thriplow PCs might offer to fund a free 
FaTN issue.  
Cllr McDonald said that he will be concentrating on the impact on SEM businesses. Any 
business people who are worried should contact Cllr McDonald at: 
openforbusiness@scambs.gov.uk or at: cllr.mcdonald@scambs.gov.uk 
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  Actions 
Sarah Deacon had the text of an email that had been sent out to Thriplow residents and 
offered to help with wording of the leaflet.  
Cllr Roberts proposed that the PC pay for the costs for a leaflet to be sent out to the 
whole village; all concurred.  
It was agreed that all interested people and parties would meet tomorrow (Wednesday 
18 March) at 7.30pm in the Village Hall; they will prepare the leaflet. 
Cllr Wragg thanked all the members of the public for their interest and attendance.  

11 Burial Board 
a) Chapel Repairs 
Glen Johnson had submitted a quote to repair the brickwork on the Chapel (£425). The 
PC considered the quote and Cllr Mulholland proposed that this is accepted (with the 
agreement of the Chair of Finance); all concurred.  
ACTION – Clerk check with Cllr Burge, and then let Glen Johnson know. 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

12 Planning Committee 
a) Apple Acre update 
The Apple Acre Park application S/4002/19/VC ‘Removal of condition 2 of planning 
permission S/1156/92/F’ was discussed at the SCDC Planning meeting. Cllr Roberts said 
that as no one else was available from Fowlmere PC she declared an interest and came to 
it afresh to speak on behalf of the PC. She agreed with the PC in its view that the 
application should be refused. After a thorough debate the result of the vote was refusal 
– 5 to refuse, 3 to approve, 2 absented. The appeal date is not decided yet. Cllr Wragg 
suggested that the PC should approach Philip Kratz for advice on this. 
b) 5-year land supply status 
Cllr Roberts said this is now at 5.03 years. 
c) Neighbourhood Plan 
Nothing new. 

 

13 Meetings 
a) Scheduling / Location 
Cllr Wragg said that it is preferable to not have 2 meetings on the same night; all 
concurred with this. 
Regarding location, during the Coronavirus emergency, and whilst the Village Hall is not 
holding clubs, for now it would be safer to hold meetings in the Main Hall at the Village 
Hall. Mrs Woods agreed to this. However, it may soon become necessary to cancel face-
to-face meetings, and/or conduct them online. 
ACTION – Clerk to let URC know that PC meetings will not be going ahead in the School 
Room for the foreseeable future. 
b) Annual Village Meeting 2020 
The PC considered that the Annual Village Meeting (AVM) may need to be cancelled or 
postponed due to the Coronavirus emergency. Clerk to confirm whether the AVM, and 
also Parish Council AGM meeting, can be taken into June or July. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 

 
Clerk 

14 St Mary’s wall / Savile Way wall update 
A decision on the planning application for St Mary’s Wall is still awaited.  
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  Actions 
Regarding the wall in Savile Way, the Clerk had written to the owners of the Green to ask 
when they plan to repair the wall on Savile Way, and also the wall at the front of the 
property. No response has yet been received. 

15 Assets of Community Value 
Cllr Collinson was not at the meeting but had said that he is working on the Asset of 
Community Value application. 

 

16 Timber Care 
Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Vinton for the great job he had done restoring the PC 
Noticeboard; all concurred with this. 
Ian Wilson had submitted a quote for the list of jobs complied by Cllr Mulholland. The PC 
reviewed it. Cllr Mulholland proposed that his quote is accepted (with approval of the 
Chair of Finance); all concurred. 

 

17 Review of PC email addresses 
Cllr Lennon said that from the training course she had attended last year, good practice 
was for councillors to have PC email addresses that are linked to the role on the PC, e.g. 
Chair of Planning. Cllr Mulholland suggested that Cllr Collinson could look into a new 
website with approximately 20 associated email addresses. 
ACTION – Clerk to ask Cllr Collinson to look into options and costs for a new website 
with up to 20 associated email addresses. 

 
 
 
 

 

Clerk / Cllr 
Collinson 

18 Road Safety 
a) LHI Application Update 
Cllr Howe was not present at the meeting but had prepared some points for the PC to 
consider. Cllr Wragg read these out along with the main points of the anonymised 
objections derived from the CCC consultation.  
The PC accepted the CCC highway’s recommendation that the hump outside Fairhaven 
be removed, for safety reasons, and concurred with the suggested modification of the 
white lining to reduce the risk of encouraging drivers into the middle of the road. Cllr 
Wragg suggested that the PC should request that Cllr Sebastian Kindersley be asked to 
lead on this matter instead of Cllr Hickford; all concurred. 
ACTION – Clerk to circulate the anonymised objections to the PC, and draft an email to 
James Toombs requesting Cllr Kindersley be asked to lead. 
b) Speedwatch Update  
Nothing to report.  
c) Casualty Reduction Support Fund 
Nothing to report. 
d) HGVs in the village 
Signage for HGV – Cllr Mulholland will forward the photo of the trapped HGV on Butts 
Lane.  
ACTION – Clerk to ask Josh Rutherford about signage for HGVs and if anything can be 
done about Satnav sending large vehicles the wrong way 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Mulholland 
 
Clerk 
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  Actions 
e) Cereals Exhibition (10-11 June 2020) 
Cllr Mulholland suggested that the PC asks the Cereals event organisers for some signage 
saying ‘No Events traffic – Access Only’ for Chrishall Road, ready for the next Cereals 
Exhibition. This to be at their cost rather and as part of the overall road closures & traffic 
flow scheme. 

19 Trees, Grass and Hedges  
a) Grass-cutting / additional work 
The Clerk had prepared a draft document Terms & Conditions for the Grass-cutting 
contract, which the PC reviewed. Cllr Wragg made some suggested changes. 
ACTION – Clerk to update the document and send to Martin Hardy to sign. 
b) Tree Survey quotes 
The Clerk received 4 quotes and before the meeting circulated a summary of the quotes 
to the PC. The PC reviewed this. Cllr Roberts proposed that the PC award the contract to 
Argenta, Cllr Vinton second; all concurred (with agreement of the Chair of Finance). 
ACTION – Clerk to check with Cllr Burge, and then let the contractors know the decision 
c) Protected verges 
The PC agreed that the work that Agriplant did last year was good value and should be 
asked to quote again. Clerk to ask Philip Ricketts to advise on timings. 
ACTION – Clerk to ask Agriplant for a quote, and ask Philip Ricketts to advise about 
timing of the spring cut 
d) Free SCDC trees – update 
Due to the situation with the Coronavirus and the headmaster being very busy, it was 
decided that the PC would go ahead and purchase a tree without school involvement 
(perhaps they could help with the planting if the school is open then).  
Cllr Roberts proposed that the PC purchase a Silver Birch; all concurred with that. 
ACTION – Cllr Roberts to purchase the tree, and arrange planting. 
e) Community Orchard 
Cllr McDonald said earlier that he will deal with the asbestos on the CCC land. 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Roberts 

20 Finance & General Purposes  
a) Audit 2020 

i. Asset Register 
Cllr Mulholland had circulated the updated Asset Register which the PC considered. 
Cllr Wragg will update the list into items to be insured, and items to be self-insured. 

ii. Internal auditor 
The Clerk had received a quote from LGS services that the internal audit would cost 
£95+VAT (with additional work at £30+VAT/hr). The Cllr Wragg proposed that the PC 
use LGS services again this year, this was seconded by Cllr Vinton; all concurred.  
ACTION – Clerk to engage LGS services as the PC’s internal auditor 

iii. Scope of audit 
Scope as defined in the 2020 letter from LGS Services to Parish Councils and Clerks. 

 
 
 
 

Cllr Wragg 
 
 

 
Clerk 
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  Actions 
b) Renewing membership – SLCC / CAPALC 

SLCC annual renewal is £161. CAPALC renewal is £408.22.  
The PC agreed to renew membership of SLCC; renewal of membership of CAPALC to 
be discussed with Cllr Burge. 

c) Transfer S106 funds from Cambridge Building Society to Unity Trust Bank account 
Letter was signed by Cllr Wragg and Cllr Roberts.  
ACTION – Clerk to send letter. 

d) Donation to Royston & District Community Transport 
In previous years Fowlmere PC has donated £300 to the Royston & District 
Community Transport fund. Cllr Vinton objected to this. To be discussed again in the 
next meeting 

ACTION – Clerk to ask RDCT if they include in the Fowlmere journeys those trips from 
MVC for school children. 
e) Bills to be paid 

Seniorlink Eldercare - Feb 2020, £75.42 
Fowlmere Village Hall - Pavilion Room Hire (17 & 19 March), £42.00 
K Byrne - petrol expenses refund, £22.50 
Chairman's Allowance, £150.00 
CAPALC - Finance Training (K Byrne), £85.00 
Fairholm Associates (Mel Vinton), £340.00 
Foxton Parish Council (A10 Corridor Joint PC Working Party), £14.00 
SLCC Membership - 1 April 2020-31 March 2021, £161.00 
Bills already approved / Direct Debit 
K Byrne – Salary (Confidential) 
K Byrne – NEST (refund), £49.21 
OPUS ENERGY LTD - 3 Feb to 2 Mar 2020, £153.09 
Information Commissioners Office (ICO), £35.00 [from Santander Closed Issue Account] 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

 
Clerk 

21 Correspondence 
a) Correspondence List – March 2020 
The PC noted the correspondence.  

ACTION – Clerk to ask Cllr Collinson if he wants to attend the Traffic Management course 

 

 
Clerk / Cllr 
Collinson 

22 Action List Update 
The action list was reviewed and updated.  

 

23 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life  
a) Possible V.E. celebrations  
Cllr Lennon had done a lot of work towards a celebration on VE Day and she had had a 
good response. Cllr Wragg thanked her for her hard work. Cllr Mulholland suggested that, 
given the situation with Covid 19 it, the celebrations might move to VJ day 10 August 
instead, or failing that Armistice Day. All concurred. 
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  Actions 

24 Other Matters (for information only) 
Cllr Roberts said that the alley near Dovehouse Close is SCDC land, and she will get SCDC 
to send a street sweeper to clear up the dog mess. She will also check on the fence at 16 
Dovehouse close. 
Cllr Wragg said that now the building work on Long Lane has finished, the area where 
vehicles had been parking should now be reseeded.  
ACTION – Clerk to ask Martin Hardy to reseed the area. 
Cllr Mulholland said that the PC could ask Martin Hardy to do the additional work on 
Jacksons Way. It was agreed this would be done after the tree survey. 
Opening the Memorial Well was suggested at the Finance Meeting; this to be put on next 
month’s meeting 
 
Date of next meetings: 
PC Meeting – Tuesday 21st April 2020, 7:30pm – location TBD due to Coronavirus. 
Finance Meeting – Wednesday 29 April 2020 7.30pm – location TBD due to Coronavirus 
 
The meeting closed at 10.03. 

 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE  
HELD IN THE PAVILION ROOM, VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE 

on THURSDAY 19TH MARCH at 7:00pm 
 

 
PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr M Vinton and Cllr R Lennon (arrived at 19.13) 
IN ATTENDANCE Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Mr P Biggs and Mr J Young 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr P Collinson and Cllr C Howe 

2. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared an interest in historic applications relating to items 4, 5 & 6 but she will look at each of the 
new applications afresh. 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) 
she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at SCDC, the same 
applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh.  
(When she arrived) Cllr Lennon declared an interest in item 5, as she lives very close to the proposed site. 

3. Minutes from Previous Meeting 18th February 2020 – Matters Arising 
The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Roberts. There were no matters arising. 
Cllr Wragg suggested that the numbering of pages for the Planning Minutes should be sequential throughout 
the year, as per the PC Minutes.  
ACTION – The Clerk will check whether this is good practice and if it is adopt this numbering system in the 
next Financial Year. 
The PC agreed to consider items 4 and item 6 before item 5 in case any members of the public (thinking that the 
meeting was starting at 7.30pm) wanted to attend the discussion on item 5. 

4. 20/01512/PRI06A – Springfields, Fowlmere Road, Fowlmere 
Prior notification of agricultural or forestry development – Erection of agricultural barn 
For Information Only 
A previous similar application on this site was turned down last year as the site is immediately adjacent a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) – the Fowlmere Watercress Beds.  
In reviewing this new application, the PC expressed similar concerns about the location of the site being near 
the SSSI. However, as the Councillors are not experts in this area, Cllr Roberts proposed that the decision should 
be left to the Planning officers; all concurred.  
Fowlmere PC has no objections to a barn being erected on the site, but expressed concern regarding the 
sensitivities of the site being so close to the Site of Special Scientific Interest. 

5. 20/01209/FUL – Land At Chrishall Road, Fowlmere  
Development of 16 No. dwellings, associated works, provision of vehicular access and open space. 
Cllr Lennon declared an interest and for discussion of this item, she removed herself to the public area. 
Cllr Roberts said that this is a development of 16 dwellings, and is outside the village envelope. The application 
is being submitted under the entry level exception site policy, as outlined in the National Planning Policy 
Framework. If the PC was to object to the application it would need to provide material considerations (which 
Cllr Roberts listed); other considerations (non-material, also listed) could also be considered.  
A previous application on this site was submitted in 2017 as a rural exception site, and was refused because it 
was outside the village envelope and against policy. 
Cllr Roberts invited the applicant’s agent (Mr P Biggs) to speak. Mr Biggs gave some background and explained 
how this new application differs from the previous rejected application. There will be 16 two-bedroom houses, 
(6 affordable houses to rent and 10 for shared ownership), each property will have a good sized garden and 2 
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car parking spaces, and the distance from the neighbouring properties will be greater than 24m back to back 
and 14m to the north, all of which is compliant with the policy. 
Cllr Roberts invited the members of the public to speak. The concerns expressed included: the height of the 
proposed 2-storey houses and closeness to neighbouring homes on Appleacre park, which some residents felt 
would overlook their gardens; the survey the applicant claimed to have carried out (in 2017) did not include 
speaking to any Appleacre residents; noise from the families who potentially might live in the new homes; 
street lighting on the new development might be intrusive to Appleacre residents; the Appleacre fence being 
used as the boundary. The applicant’s agent was given permission to respond. 
After a comprehensive discussion, the PC concluded that there were no material reasons for recommending 
refusal. Cllr Roberts proposed that the PC recommend support, all concurred (3 votes for support, 0 against). 
However, the PC insisted on the following caveats: 

x A Housing Needs Survey is carried out; 
x SCDC strictly implements all aspects of the policy and if anything fails then the application will be 

refused; 
x Play equipment is provided in the open space to the north of the proposed site; 
x Section 106 money is provided for indoor and outdoor facilities; 
x Section 106 money is provided for education, which must be exclusively for Fowlmere Primary school; 
x Any streetlighting on the site must be low-level and directional, and must not cause any spill-out to 

neighbouring properties;  
x No lights on the back of the proposed houses are to shine towards Appleacre; 
x Proper high-quality landscaping to be carried out on all boundaries, and only native species to be used 

in the hedges (no Leylandii); 
x The footpath to extend to the end of the site and beyond to the bus shelter on Chrishall Road. 
x A development of this size anywhere within the village envelope or outside must not be allowed to 

create a precedent. 
6. 20/01634/PRI06A – Deans Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere  
 Erection of an agricultural building to be used for the storage of hay, straw and grain 

A previous similar application for prior approval for an agricultural building on this site was considered last 
month. On 19 February 2020 Cllr Burge and the Clerk submitted a letter to SCDC expressing the PC’s concerns 
and the lack of information supporting the application. The PC continues to have reservations and 
concerns about the attempts to intensify the use of the land all of which lies outside the village framework and 
should therefore be strictly controlled within polices  
Cllr Roberts said that SCDC have still not given much detail to support the application. It is still not clear why the 
farm needs another agricultural building, and if it does why it does not use the barn that received planning 
permission for change of use in 2016. The applicant needs to show that the barn is required to hold produce 
from that farm. Cllr Vinton said that it appears that the applicant may want to use it for storage of items other 
than Deans Farm produce. If this is so then it needs to be transparent in the application. 
Cllr Roberts said that SCDC should seek independent expert advice.  
ACTION – Clerk to resubmit the letter from 19-February, and add the following text: 
Fowlmere PC recommends refusal. Fowlmere PC urges SCDC planning officers to establish beyond doubt that 
the proposed agricultural building is required to store produce produced only on Deans Farm and not 
elsewhere.  The building must NOT be connected to mains sewage. The applicant’s case must be critically 
challenged as to whether or not it complies to the stringent tests required when asking for further buildings to 
be erected in the open countryside outside village envelopes, when there are already large and underused 
buildings on the same site. 

7. Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
There was none. 
 
The meeting closed at 21.00 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
on-line via Zoom at: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71731745308?pwd=ODBNNEo1cEdmTW5kY29ZQmM2TWYxdz09 
Meeting ID: 717 3174 5308 

TUESDAY 21ST APRIL 2020 AT 7:30 PM 
  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr P Collinson, Cllr R 
Lennon, Cllr J Hobro and Cllr C Howe (who left at 20.45) 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Mrs D Woods, Cllr P McDonald (who left at 20.15) and Mr S 
Lester 

  Actions 

 Before the meeting began, the Chairman Cllr Wragg advised the attendees that the Zoom 
session was going to be recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no 
objections. 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr D Roberts and Cllr M Vinton.  

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
Cllr Burge declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 18d) as the land is near to his 
property. He said he will absent himself from the meeting while that matter is discussed. 

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 17th Mar 2020 
The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Wragg. 

 

4 Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only) 
There was none.  

 

5 PC New Councillor Co-option  
Cllr Wragg nominated that Mr Hobro be co-opted as a councillor on the Parish Council, 
Cllr Burge seconded this, all concurred. This was voted nem. con.  
Mr Hobro signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form, witnessed by the Clerk 
over Zoom, to become a Parish Councillor. The Clerk will counter-sign the form when she 
receives it.  
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to deliver the Acceptance of Office form to the Clerk; Clerk to 
counter-sign. Cllr Hobro to complete and send the Member’s Interests form to SCDC 
Monitoring Officer and send a copy to the Clerk  
Cllr Wragg congratulated and welcomed Cllr Hobro on to the Parish Council. 

 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Hobro / 
Clerk 

6 Coronavirus Update 
a) Annual Village Meeting – scheduled for 12 May 2020 
The PC discussed whether to cancel the Annual Village Meeting for 2020 due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. This was proposed by Cllr Collinson, seconded by Cllr Lennon, and 
was voted nem. con.  
b) Annual Meeting of the Parish Council (AGM) – scheduled for 19 May 2020 
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  Actions 
Cllr Wragg agreed to serve as Chairman for another year, so the election of the PC 
Chairman can be deferred until 2021, as permitted in the new Coronavirus legislation. In 
light of this, the PC decided that the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council scheduled for 
19th May will be a normal PC meeting. The Chairs of the Planning, Finance and Burial 
Board, and the Tree Officer all agreed to serve in those roles for another year.   
ACTION – Clerk to check with Cllr Roberts and Cllr Vinton that they wish to continue in 
their roles as vice chairs for the next year. 
With regards to making future online (Zoom) PC meetings more streamlined, Cllr Wragg 
suggested that the PC could discuss items on the Agenda outside the meetings. Cllr Howe 
suggested that such items could have a star next to them to indicate that these items 
have been previously discussed and agreed, and are to just be approved by the PC. 
Following further discussion, it was agreed that for future online meetings the Agenda 
would follow the usual format but items that had already been discussed and agreed by 
the PC outside of the meeting would have stars next to them (with a footnote to explain 
this). Where necessary, the email chain outlining the discussion could be inserted into 
the Minutes. However, all Finance matters should be discussed in a public meeting. 
ACTION – Clerk to prepare online Meeting Agendas using the starred method described 

 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 

7 Audit Matters  
a) Asset Register review 
The PC reviewed the Asset Register which had been updated by Cllr Mulholland and Cllr 
Wragg. Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Mulholland for his work on this. The PC agreed to accept 
the Register, as updated in April 2020. 
ACTION – Clerk to use the Asset List to obtain insurance quotes 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

8 Village Hall 
a) Changing room refurbishment  
Mrs Woods said that the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) are getting on 
with the second phase of the refurbishment, which will be finished when the materials 
become available again. Mrs Woods also said that the VH is closed until further notice, all 
bookings during that period having been cancelled, and the fees returned. Fortunately, 
most bookers have said they will be back to rearrange, and the cancelled caravan clubs 
have rebooked for 2021. The VHMC has no income at the moment, but services have 
been cancelled so the VHMC should be able to weather the next few months financially. 

 
 

9 County Council Matters 
a) Deer Warning Signage on Long Lane 
Cllr Peter Mc Donald had arranged with John O’Brien that Cambridgeshire County Council 
(CCC) would provide 2 Deer Warning signs for Fowlmere. The PC considered the 
appropriate locations for the signs. It was decided that they would be located on Long 
Lane in the area between Willowside and Moor Lane. [The exact locations were identified 
the next morning by Cllr Wragg and Cllr McDonald as they walked around the village, and 
were subsequently agreed by the PC over email as follows: 
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  Actions 
Coming into the village from the A10 on Long Lane: 
Just before North Farm House on the left hand side opposite Moor Lane. 
Going out of the village on Long Lane: 
Attached to the new lamp-post outside Willowside, just after the new houses on the right 
hand side.] 
b) Community Orchard 
Cllr McDonald had arranged for the removal of the asbestos on the CCC land, which was 
done by a professional asbestos removal company.  The PC thanked him for his swift 
action.  
Cllr Burge left the meeting at 19.59 as he had a declared interest in this item. 
Following discussion of the lease arrangement in the Heads of Terms document, the PC 
asked Cllr McDonald to find out what the costs will be for a lease longer than 7 years. 
ACTION – Cllr McDonald to find out what the costs for a longer lease would be. 
Cllr Burge re-joined the meeting at 20.03. 
c) Traffic Calming Scheme 
Cllr McDonald reviewed on screen the locations of the proposed speed humps and 
cushions. Cllr Howe clarified some of the developments in the scheme. Cllr McDonald 
arranged to walk around the locations with Cllr Wragg the next morning (22 April) in 
readiness for the delegated decision meeting which he was attending on Friday 24 April. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr 
McDonald 
 
 

10 District Council Update 
Cllr Roberts was unable to attend the meeting so there was no report. 

 

 The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.  
There was none. 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.  

 

11 Burial Board 
a) Chapel Repairs 
Mr Johnson has not yet indicated when he will be able to start the repairs. 

 

12 Planning Committee 
a) 5-year land supply status 
On the 1 April, the 5-year land supply was calculated as 5.4 years. This is based on 
Cambridge City Council and SCDC’s 5-year housing land supply being calculated jointly, 
using the Liverpool method, and applying a 20% buffer. 
b) Neighbourhood Plan 
Nothing to report. 

 

13 St Mary’s wall 
The Clerk had submitted more information to SCDC on 9 April 2020. SCDC said that the 
time for the application to be decided upon will be extended until 1st May. 

 

14 Survey of Long Lane clunch pit  
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  Actions 
Before the meeting, Cllr Roberts had expressed concern that if there were any planning 
developments next to the clunch pit then some of the PC’s land might be at risk of being 
encroached upon. Cllr Wragg said that the PC had registered the land with the Land 
Registry giving the PC proof of ownership.  Following discussion, the PC concluded that a 
boundary survey (costing approximately £500) would not offer any more protection than 
the PC already have; a full legal survey would cost considerably more. It was agreed that 
carrying out a survey would not be pursued. 

15 Assets of Community Value 
Cllr Collinson said that he is at the first stage of registering the assets, and is awaiting a 
response from SCDC (which may take some time). Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Collinson. 

 

16 Review of website / PC email addresses 
Cllr Collinson will report back on costs for a new website with email addresses. 

 

17 Road Safety 
a) LHI Application Update 
This was discussed in item 9c. 
b) Speedwatch  
Nothing to report.  
c) Casualty Reduction Support Fund 
Nothing to report. 
d) HGVs in the village 
Before the meeting the Clerk had contacted Josh Rutherford (CCC Highways Dept) 
regarding signage for HGVs to the Butts Industrial Estate. Josh advised that CCC can put 
up directional signs pointing HGVs to the industrial estate, as long as the required room 
and forward visibility is available (which he thinks it is). The cost (approximately £500) 
would need to be covered by the PC, but the signs could be installed alongside the traffic 
calming scheme. Cllr Mulholland proposed to accept this (as long as the costs were not 
significantly more than £500), Cllr Collinson seconded this, and all concurred. 
ACTION – Clerk to ask for a more precise cost for the signs, and if it is not significantly 
more than £500, then for the signs to be fitted alongside the traffic calming hardware 
Following discussion regarding the satnav issues misdirecting HGVs, Cllr Hobro agreed to 
prepare a list of companies that provide mapping facilities, and email the PC with 
instructions for how individuals can request they update their mapping software.  
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to prepare list of mapping companies and instructions for PC 
Contacting the industrial estate companies to ask them to give out better directions to 
the delivery drivers can be considered later. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 

 
Cllr Hobro 
 
 

18 Trees, Grass and Hedges  
a) Tree Survey  
Ian Lorman from Argenta Tree Surveys Ltd has provisionally booked the tree survey to 
start in early May, depending on health and safety considerations regarding Covid 19. 
b) Protected verges 
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  Actions 
Agriplant quoted the same prices as last year: cutting and strimming £750+VAT, cutting 
without strimming £700+VAT. Philip Ricketts had advised that the first cut should be 
either the last week of April or the first week of May. He also said that the ideal 
management of the verges involves removing the cuttings.  
Agriplant quoted for cutting strimming & collecting would be - £2,150+VAT, plus £68+VAT 
per ton to dispose at green waste site, plus £425+VAT per day to transport cuttings to 
Waterbeach (which is currently closed until further notice). The PC discussed the quotes 
and decided to accept Agriplant’s quote to cut and strim but without collecting cuttings. 
ACTION – Clerk to inform Agriplant. 
Cllr Burge said that clearing cuttings had been discussed at a sustainability meeting just 
before lockdown; the volunteers may be able to do some clearing of the verges. 
ACTION – Cllr Burge to let the sustainability group know when the verges are being cut 
c) Trees and hedge behind 2 The Triangle (see correspondence list) 
A Fowlmere resident asked permission to cut back the hedge and tree at the rear of his 
property (2 The Triangle), as they are overgrown and block sunlight from his garden.  
The PC requested the Clerk to ask how much they wish to cut down, to inform them to 
wait until nesting season is over (end of August), and to advise them to check with the 
tree officer at SCDC whether a TPO permission is required. 
ACTION – Clerk to respond to resident accordingly 
d) Community Orchard 
This item was also discussed in item 9b. The PC needs to consider the total costs, once 
Cllr McDonald has reported back with costs for a longer lease. 
ACTION – PC to discuss costs involved and to see if grants are available 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

Cllr Burge 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
All 

19 Finance & General Purposes  
a)  VH changing room refurbishment costs 
The VHMC had submitted an invoice to the PC for the agreed contribution of £2,000 
towards the changing room refurbishment costs, along with a copy of the contractor’s 
invoice for the work carried out. The PC agreed to pay the £2,000. 
b)  Donation to Royston & District Community Transport 
The Clerk had asked RDCT if any of the 200 journeys from Fowlmere include any trips 
from Melbourn Village College but has not yet had a response. The PC will decide once 
they have that information.  
c)  Renewal of ICCM Membership 
Renewal of ICCM Membership will be £95.00. The PC approved this renewal payment. 
d)  Repairs to bench near Jacksons Way 
Before the meeting, Cllr Vinton had been asked to submit a quote to carry out repair 
work on the bench near Jacksons Way. As this work would involve 2 days’ work, the PC 
thought it reasonable that Cllr Vinton (through his company Fairholm Associates) should 
be allowed to charge for his time, given that his previous work had always been to a very 
high standard, and the overall cost would be less than £500. The Committee reviewed 
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  Actions 
the quote, which was £240 in total. Cllr Mulholland proposed that the committee accept 
the quote, Cllr Wragg seconded; all concurred.  
e) Bills to be paid 

Seniorlink Eldercare – March 2020, £80.66 
CAPALC membership – 1 April 2020 to 31 Mar 2021, £408.22 
Ryecroft Data (Village leaflet - Coronavirus support in isolation), £90.00 
L Wragg – (Zoom Video Comms. Inc. refund), £14.39 
Fowlmere Village Hall (Contribution to changing room refurbishments), £2,000.00 
ICCM Membership 2020-2021, £95.00  
Ian Wilson – Butts posts, basketball net, 6 bird boxes, £487.86 
K Byrne – (Stationery refund), £13.30 
K Byrne – (HMRC refund), £16.20 

Bills already approved / Direct Debit 
K Byrne – Salary (Confidential) 
K Byrne – NEST (refund), £49.21 
Bank Service Charge, £18.00 
OPUS ENERGY LTD - 3 March to 2 April 2020, £153.17 

Income (since 17 March 2020) 
SCDC – Precept (1st quarter installment), £10,470.00 
Petty Cash paid into account, £49.06 
Fowlmere PC (transferred from Cambridge Building Society), £9,000.00 

Cllr Burge said that although the PC has only received a quarter of the precept, there is 
enough in the operating reserves to allow the PC to continue operating at this time 
without concern. The Clerk clarified that SCDC advised that the PC will receive another 
quarter installment in July, and the remaining half of the precept in September.  

20 Correspondence 
a) April Correspondence List  
The PC noted the correspondence.  

 

21 Action List Update 
The action list was reviewed and updated.  

 

22 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life  
a) Possible V.J. day celebrations  
Cllr Lennon has sorted out the entertainment (whenever the celebration may happen) 
but other arrangements are to be confirmed once the lockdown is lifted. 
b) Opening the Memorial Well 
This item will be revisited when the children are back at school. 
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  Actions 

23 Other Matters (for information only) 
Cllr Mulholland had spent some time scanning the old burial records (Register of graves, 
Register of Purchased graves and Register of burials) so that this information is now 
backed up electronically and archived. He plans to do the same with the PC’s old hand-
written and typewriter-written minutes. Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Mulholland for his hard 
work on this. 
 
Date of next meetings: 
PC Meeting – 7.30pm Tuesday 19th May 2020, to be held online via Zoom 
PC Meeting – 7.30pm Tuesday 16th June 2020, TBC (likely to be online via Zoom) 
 
The meeting closed at 21.05 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
on-line via Zoom at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89184035448 
Meeting ID: 891 8403 5448 

TUESDAY 19TH MAY 2020 AT 7:30 PM 
  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts (via telephone, who left at 20.54), Cllr P 
Burge, Cllr C Howe (who left at 20.33), Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr P Collinson, Cllr R 
Lennon and Cllr J Hobro  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Mrs D Woods, Cllr P McDonald (who left at 20.16) and one 
member of the public 

 

  Actions 

 Before the meeting began, the Chairman Cllr Wragg advised the attendees that the Zoom 
session was going to be recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no 
objections. 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton.  

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
Cllr Burge declared an interest in item 17b. 

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 21st April 2020 
The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Wragg over Zoom; he 
will deliver the signed copy to the Clerk.  

 

4 Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only) 
Regarding item 6, Cllr Roberts confirmed that she does wish to continue as Vice-Chair for 
the PC, Planning Committee and Burial Board. (Cllr Vinton had agreed via email that he 
wished to continue as Vice-Chair of the Finance Committee.) 

 

5 Coronavirus Update 
The Clerk informed the PC that due to Coronavirus the key dates for the 2019/20 AGAR 
(Annual Governance and Accountability Return) have changed – see item 7. 
There were no other updates. 

 

6 Committee Responsibilities 
All members of Planning, Finance and Burial Board committees had agreed to remain in 
their roles for another year. New Councillor James Hobro was elected onto the Planning 
and Finance Committees – see Annex A for committee positions and responsibilities. 

 

7 Audit Matters  
The Clerk informed the PC that due to the amended (Coronavirus) regulations (SI 
2020/404) the deadline by which the AGAR must be published has moved to 30 
November 2020, and the 30-working day period for the exercise of public rights is to start 

 
 
 



 

9 

 

  Actions 
on or before 1 September 2020. Therefore, the AGAR must be approved and published 
by 31 August 2020 at the latest. PKF Littlejohn (the external auditor) requires submission 
of the AGAR and associated documents by Friday 31 July 2020. Therefore, the internal 
audit needs to be carried out and the report circulated before the 21 July PC meeting, so 
that the Governance and Accounting statements can be signed.  
The internal auditor LGS Services is offering a remote internal audit or a ‘normal’ internal 
audit in July. The PC decided that the internal audit should be carried out remotely using 
the PC’s Dropbox account, if possible. 
ACTION – Clerk to prepare for remote internal audit 
As the Asset Register is not yet finalised, the Clerk was unable to get three quotes for the 
PC’s insurance from 1 June 2020 – 31 May 2021. The existing insurer Zurich had quoted a 
renewal price of £1,160.45 which is within the budget (£1,200) for this FY. The PC agreed 
that the Clerk should renew with Zurich for another year. 
ACTION – Clerk to renew insurance with Zurich 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 

 
Clerk 

8 Village Hall 
Mrs Woods said that Village Hall (VH) and recreation ground continue to be closed. ACRE 
national is liaising with the government regarding opening of village halls, which is likely 
to be at least September, even then the numbers allowed to meet may be limited. The 
only exception to this may be if the NHS Blood Donor service wishes to use the VH in July, 
but it would need to be deep cleaned before and after.  
Mrs Woods said that the VJ celebration (planned for 15 August) will not now be able to 
go ahead in the VH and its grounds. Mrs Woods has applied for and received the Retail, 
Hotel and Leisure Grant from SCDC to support the VH while no income is being 
generated. The refurbishment to the changing rooms has finished and the work on the 
rear carpark is due to start shortly.  

 

9 County Council Matters 
Cllr Peter McDonald went briefly through his written report, which is reproduced in 
Annex B. 

 

10 District Council Update 
Cllr Roberts said SCDC has been extremely good at adapting to the current situation, and 
keeping councillors updated. Most councillors are now working from home, including Cllr 
Roberts, who has now received a laptop from SCDC. She hopes to be able use it fully by 
our next meeting. She has been very impressed by how quickly the parishes (Fowlmere, 
Foxton, Great Chishill, Heydon and Little Chishill) have got organised providing advice 
and volunteers for vulnerable residents during the Coronavirus crisis. 
Cllr Roberts said that although she is isolating at home at the moment, she is contactable 
by phone or email for any district or parish council matters. 

 

 The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.  
There was none. 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.  

 

11 Burial Board  
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  Actions 
a) Cemetery Shed * 
Cllr Mulholland had circulated to the PC before the meeting some ideas for replacing the 
old shed – see Annex C. It was agreed via email to go ahead with option 2 – small shed 
(either 4’x6’ or 5’x7’), and this option was approved by the PC at the meeting. Cllr 
Mulholland will get some quotes to proceed with this plan. 
Cllr Mulholland also said that the timber work (doors and soffits) need painting. He will 
get quotes for this, along with some other items – replacing the weather strip, and 
repainting the bell tower and gate. 
ACTION – Cllr Mulholland to get quotes to proceed with shed option 2, along with 
quotes for the timber and gate work 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Mulholland 

12 Planning Committee 
a) 5-year land supply status 
The 5-year land supply is still above 5 (5.4 years on 1 April 2020). 
Cllr Roberts said that the Local Plan is moving forward very slowly, and she has asked for 
information on which sites have been put forward but SCDC has not yet responded. 
The scheme of delegation is being discussed on Thursday 21 May. Cllrs Wragg and Burge 
had drafted a letter and circulated it to the PC before the meeting. The PC approved the 
letter being sent to SCDC. 
ACTION – Clerk to put on letterheaded paper and send to SCDC  
Also, Cllr Roberts said she had been alerted from a resident (via email) to some possible 
activity on Appleacre with new mobile homes being installed; and she had therefore 
asked SCDC to investigate the matter. However, Cllr Lennon said there was no new 
houses being put on Appleacre park (where she lives).  
The PC agreed to move item 16 as Cllr Howe needed to leave the meeting shortly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 

13 RoSPA Inspection Reports  
The PC reviewed the RoSPA reports. At the VH, the swing frame has strimmer damage, 
but it has a life-expectancy of 3-5 years, so replacing it is not a priority this year. The 
surface edges around the swing basket are lifting and need repairing. 
ACTION – Clerk to ask Hags to review and advise 
On the Butts Recreation ground, the bench near the swings is decayed and needs 
removing. There are also areas of grass that need re-seeding. The PC agreed re-seeding 
could proceed if the quote was less than £200. 
ACTION – Clerk to ask Hardys to quote to re-seed areas on the Butts, and if less than 
£200 to go ahead with the work. Clerk also to ask Ian Wilson to remove the bench from 
the Butts, and quote for any other minor repair work. 

 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 

Clerk 

14 St Mary’s wall  
The PC now has listed building and planning consent to begin the repair work; this should 
begin by the end of May / early June. 

 

15 Review of website / PC email addresses 
Cllr Collinson had found various options for a new website being hosted in the UK, and 
some prices for having 10 parish-council specific email addresses (for 9 councillors and 
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  Actions 
Clerk). But the PC needs to decide the features they want including with the website, and 
the overall budget. 
ACTION – Cllr Collinson and Wragg to write a short paper on the reasons for having a 
new website and email address, and the various options and costs involved.  

 
 

Cllr Collinson 
/ Cllr Wragg 

16 Road Safety 
a) LHI Application Update  
Cllr Howe said that the traffic calming plans will now proceed, which is good news, but 
there is no date yet for this starting. Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Howe and Cllr Wragg for 
their hard work on this, which has taken a long time to bring about. 
b) HGVs in the village 
Before the meeting Cllr Hobro had circulated to the PC information regarding Butts Lane 
/ Butts View not being a through-road to the Industrial Estate. He had already reported to 
every mapping company the correct map information. It was agreed that Cllr Hobro 
would review this monthly.  
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to review mapping company information monthly 
Cllr Howe left the meeting at 20.33 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Hobro 

17 Trees, Grass and Hedges  
a) Tree Survey  
Argenta Tree Surveys Ltd have started the survey; they expect to finish and send the 
report by the end of May / early June.  
Cllr Roberts left the meeting at 20.54. 
b) Community Orchard 
Cllr Burge temporarily left the meeting at 20.55, as he had an interest in this item. 
ACTION – Clerk to ask Cllr McDonald whether he has a price for the longer lease 
Cllr Burge re-joined the meeting at 20.59. 
Cllr Hobro said that there is a Scout group who might be approached to help clear the 
verges in Fowlmere of litter. 
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to ask if 1st Orwell Scouts want to do litter picking in Fowlmere 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 

Cllr Hobro 

18 Finance & General Purposes  
a) Transfer of S106 funds from Cambridge Building Society to Unity Trust account 
The PC agreed to the transfer of £2,000 from Cambridge Building Society to Unity Trust 
account, as this amount had been paid to the VHMC for the refurbishment of the 
changing room using S106 money.  
ACTION – Clerk to forward the prepared letter to Cambridge Building Society to Cllrs 
Burge and Wragg for their signatures, and then send to Cambridge Building Society 
b) Donation to Royston & District Community Transport 
The Clerk had asked RDCT if any of the 200 journeys from Fowlmere include any trips 
from Melbourn Village College, RDCT said they did not. Following discussion, the PC 
agreed to give £300 to RDCT, all concurred. (The donation to come out of S137 money.) 
ACTION – Clerk to let RDCT know and arrange the bank transfer 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
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  Actions 
c) Bills to be paid 

Fairholm Associates’ had quoted £240 for repair work to the bench near Jacksons Way, 
which had been approved by the PC in the last meeting. Later Mel Vinton (from 
Fairholm Associates) proposed that purchasing a new bench and treating it with 
preservative for the same price (£240) would provide better value for money than 
repairing the old bench. This was agreed to by councillors via email before the meeting, 
and was approved by the PC in the meeting. 
Seniorlink Eldercare – April 2020, £78.04 
L Wragg – Zoom Video Comms. Inc. refund, £14.39 
Agriplant – Protected verges, £900.00 
PlaySafety Ltd (RoSPA inspection), £219.00 
Hardy Landscapes – Grasscutting (April), £1,524.60 
S W Gardens and Landscapes – Gardening (April & May), £60.00 
Fairholm Associates – Bench purchase and treatment, £240.00 
K Byrne – Dropbox refund, £95.88 

Bills already approved / Direct Debit 
K Byrne – Salary (Confidential) 
K Byrne – NEST (refund), £49.21 
OPUS ENERGY LTD (DD) – £120.32 

Income (since 21st April 2020) 
HMRC VAT Refund – £4,389.38 
Peasgood & Skeates (interment of Mrs Aldous, £75.00) 
SCDC – Precept (2nd quarter installment), £10,470.00 

19 Correspondence 
a) May Correspondence List  
The PC noted the correspondence.  
Regarding the issue of the trees near Mrs Hill’s house, the PC said they have no objection 
to the neighbour trimming back the branches, provided that TPO permission is obtained, 
if required. Any more extensive work should be covered by the tree survey.  
Regarding the Water Management study, the Clerk will forward the email to Cllr Wragg 
who will reply on behalf of the PC. 
The PC decided the walking link (https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/cambridge) can be 
put on the FPC website, if any of the walks include Fowlmere. Clerk to find out. 
Cllr Wragg will join the Sustainability group if they decide to clear the verges, as would 
Philip Ricketts. 
Cllr Hobro suggested that the land owners (Tony Dean, Martin Sheldrick, David Walston 
& KWS) may wish to receive the oak saplings being offered by Cambridge and Ely XR. 
ACTION – Clerk to notify the land owners of the offer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Wragg 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 



 

13 

 

  Actions 

20 Action List Update 
The action list was reviewed and updated.  

 

21 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life  
Cllr Mulholland said that the VJ Day Celebrations for August will now have to be 
cancelled. Cllr Lennon said that even by Christmas social distancing may still make it 
difficult to have a celebration with lots of people. It was suggested that the PC could 
arrange to celebrate VE day next year.  

 

22 Other Matters (for information only) 
There was none.  
Date of next meetings: 
Planning Meeting – 7:30pm Tuesday 26th May 2020, to be held online via Zoom 
PC Meeting – 7.30pm Tuesday 16th June 2020, to be held online via Zoom 
Finance Meeting – Date TBD (late June / early July), to be held online via Zoom 
 
The meeting closed at 21.29 

 

 

 

*These items will have already been worked on by the PC and only require noting or approval at the meeting. 
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Councillor Wragg Roberts Burge Collinson Howe Mulholland Vinton Lennon Hobro 

Position 
         

PC Chairman √         

PC Vice-Chair  √        

Finance Chairman   √       

Finance Vice-Chair       √   

Planning Chairman   √       

Planning Vice-Chair  √        

Burial Board Chairman      √    

Burial Board Vice-Chair  √        

Finance Members √ √ √  √ √ √ √ √ 

Planning Members √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 

Burial Board Members √ √ √ √ √ √ √   

Tree Officer    √      
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Cambridgeshire County Council Monthly Report for Parishes: May 2020 
The changes to County services during C19 are all to be found here: 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/disruption-to-council-services 
As a result of the Councils budget situation, there have been changes to the Adult Social Care policy with 
charges for the new financial year and these were published in April. 
file:///C:/Temp/ab098/Downloads/adult-social-care-charging-policy-april-----.pdf. 
Council Meetings 
Now that the virtual meetings protocol is in place the County has started conducting meetings on line 
generally via Zoom. Refer to the meetings calendar: 
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/Meetings.aspx 
Household Waster Re-cycling Centres 
Plans are being prepared to re-open these and will be published here: 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/waste-and-recycling/household-recycling-centres 
Well-being Campaign & ToolKit   
Now We’re Talking - coming together in isolation 
Organisations across the county have joined forces to launch a wellbeing campaign and additional mental 
health support for people during the coronavirus outbreak. 
‘Now We’re Talking’, encourages people to get talking to combat loneliness whilst self-isolating, and to 
seek help if they are struggling with their mental health. 
The campaign, led by the local authority, NHS and third sector also directs people to increased mental 
health support available including: 

x Lifeline Plus - a mental health and wellbeing helpline for people aged 18 and over living in 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, is available Monday-Friday between 9am and 2pm via 
freephone 0808 808 2121. The line will support people to manage their wellbeing, provide self-help 
advice or signpost to other organisations for particular concerns. 

x Lifeline - 7 days a week, between 2pm and 11pm the same number is Lifeline, managed by 
Lifecraft who provide support for those in mental health distress: 0808 808 2121. 

x Qwell - an online wellbeing support, including educational and self-help articles and peer-to-peer 
support via forums. Adults are also able to receive help from qualified counsellors via drop-in or 
scheduled online chat sessions. www.qwell.io  

x Keep Your Head – this website brings together all the mental health support available across the 
county - www.keep-your-head.com/now  

‘Now We’re Talking’ comms toolkit to use for your own updates: 
Following the launch of our Now We’re Talking campaign this week, please find here a toolkit so you can 
share the details with your town or parish council colleagues.  
Caring for Carers - Looking after the county’s carers 
A project to support people across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough who are carers to friends and family 
has seen hundreds of people contacted to enquire whether they need support. 
Family carers are currently delivering unprecedented levels of essential care and support to people with 
care needs in the community who are impacted by the pandemic. 
In response Cambridgeshire County and Peterborough City Council have re-deployed more than 30 staff 
who are unable to fulfil their usual role due to the Covid-19 outbreak, to contact those family carers 
currently known to adult social care, check that they are coping, provide preventative advice and connect 
them to sources of support where this is needed.  
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In Cambridgeshire 1,557 carers were identified and are being contacted.  Of those contacted so far 56% 
or 429 carers have told staff that they are coping. 
Feedback from staff making the calls is that carers have been extremely grateful to be contacted and have 
taken contact details in order to access support should this be needed in the future. One carer told us “I 
enjoyed chatting to you and both my husband and I are impressed with the initiative set up by the council. 
Thank you.”  
So far 57 carers contacted by the redeployed staff have been referred for support as a result of the calls, 
examples include accessing help with shopping and medication collection, both for themselves and the 
adult that they support, and amendments to the care and support being provided to the cared for person 
due to changes in their circumstances. 
The staff making the calls have had information regarding a wide range of preventative services and have 
also been able to connect carers to support from services like occupational therapy and the technology 
enabled care team, as well as raising awareness of help available through Caring Together, previously 
known as Carers Trust.  
If you are a carer and you would like to talk to us about the support on offer, please call the countywide 
hub on 0345 045 5219.  
Cambs County Hub 
Requests for help and support coming into the countywide hub have continued to rise over the past 
fortnight. 
The hub has received a total of 2,101 telephone enquiries over the past four weeks.  The team has resolved 
a total of 5,856 individual requests for help and support, which include delivering urgent food supplies to 
832 people. A further 129 people have been provided with more specialist food, for example that is 
suitable for people who are seriously ill. 
There are now almost 15,000 people on the registered shielded list across Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough and around a third of this group have told us that they have no support in place and will 
need our assistance. 
Around 5,000 shielded people across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough are receiving a national food 
delivery over the course of this week. 
Keeping everyone connected 
The Covid-19 outbreak has made us all more reliant on phone networks and internet services to keep in 
touch, which is why they are designated as ‘critical’ services by the Government. It’s vital that people can 
keep connected especially at a time when we are being asked to stay at home and practise social 
distancing. 
Mobile phones or landlines are particularly essential for vulnerable people who are self-isolating, and those 
without internet access, to get food, medicines and other support they need. Many people are also facing 
financial uncertainty and the more vulnerable members of our communities may need a bit of extra help. 
The UK’s major mobile and internet service providers have responded to this by offering a range of support 
for all their customers, including concessions for NHS frontline workers, the most vulnerable and people in 
financial hardship due to the Covid-19 situation. 
Connecting Cambridgeshire, the digital connectivity programme led by Cambridgeshire County Council, is 
working with telecoms operators to improve broadband and mobile coverage across Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough, and has put together a Quick Guide to help available from the mobile networks which is 
summarised below. 
Help for everyone to stay connected: 

x All phone users can get free access to all NHS UK online websites with data allowances unaffected, 
and free calls to NHS 111 and the Non-Emergency 101 service to the Police 
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x NHS frontline staff, who are existing customers, can get mobile data access, voice calls and texts at 
no extra cost when using their personal mobiles for work 

x Vulnerable patients can get generous data allowances to use their mobile phones for video 
consultations with doctors and health staff 

x People finding it difficult to pay their phone bill as a result of Covid-19 can get support if they 
inform their provider 

x Vulnerable people – such as those who are Shielded - can get generous mobile and landline 
packages to ensure they remain connected, including data boosts at low prices and free calls from 
their landline or mobile, whether on contract or ‘pay as you go’. 

x All providers will remove all data allowance caps on all current fixed broadband services. 
x Vulnerable customers or those self-isolating will receive alternative methods of communication 

where possible if priority repairs to fixed broadband and landlines cannot be carried out.  
Visit the Connecting Cambridgeshire Getting Superfast webpage to check if you can get superfast 
broadband, and follow the steps to upgrade, or find out about the options 
Safeguarding Reminder 
Children’s Safeguarding  
If you are concerned that a child may be suffering physical, sexual or emotional abuse or neglect or is at risk 
of significant harm you should contact Children’s Services using one of the following: • Cambridgeshire 
children: 0345 045 5203 ReferralCentre.children@cambridgeshire.gov.uk • Peterborough children: 01733 
864180 • Out of Hours Emergency Duty Team (EDT): 01733 234724 If you are a professional you can report 
a safeguarding concern using the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Safeguarding Referral Form. All 
telephone referrals will need to be followed up in writing within 24 hours by the referring professional.  
Adult Safeguarding  
If you have concerns for an Adult, you should contact Adult Services using one of the following: 
Cambridgeshire County Council • Telephone: 0345 045 5202 • Email: referral.centre-
adults@cambridgeshire.gov.uk Peterborough City Council • Telephone: 01733 747474 • Email: 
adultsocialcare@peterborough.gov.uk Between Monday to Thursday 5pm to 8am and Friday 4pm to 
Monday 8am, adult safeguarding concerns can be directed to the Emergency Duty Team (EDT) – 01733 
234724 
 
Contact Details: E mail: cllr.mcdonald@scambs.gov.uk or peter.mcdonald@cambrideshire.gov.uk 
Telephone 07912 669092 
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Cemetery Shed Proposal 
 
During lockdown I have given some thought to what we replace the cemetery shed with. I have also 
discovered, whilst scanning and archiving historical minutes, that the current shed was offered to the 
Fowlmere Scout group (now defunct) in 1997 for their Guy Fawkes bonfire. It is safe to say therefore it is 
time for renewal. 
There are 3 options that I think we should consider. 
1). Like for like replacement. (10’ x 14’) 
The current shed measures 10ft x 14ft. It was originally used to house the lawn mowing equipment when 
the grass was cut by members of the parish council and a team of volunteers. As time passed the number 
of volunteers declined and (from what I have so far deduced from archiving old minutes) 2 parish 
councillors took the main part of the burden. W.J. Aldous and I.L. Shaw. After some time security concerns 
meant that the storage of the equipment was moved to the Cemetery Chapel and not the shed and from 
that time onwards the shed started to fall into disrepair. In 1992 the Chapel was broken into and the 
mowing equipment was stolen. From that time onwards the cemetery grass mowing has been contracted 
out. 
2). A small shed (either 4’x6’ or 5’x7’) 
The current shed houses a small collection of hand tools. Most likely left there over the years by residents 
tending loved ones graves. There is a large leaf rake, a hoe, a wheel barrow and a burning bin. All useful 
items and a shame to throw away. There are also some other items from the past such as waste bins that 
have been decommissioned which can be disposed of. If we go for a small shed we would be able to 
continue the idea of donated hand tools being available to visitors. The 2nd advantage of having a small 
shed is that we could retain both the notice board and the water-butt system with ease. The disadvantage 
is that anyone who notices a “new shed” may come for a nose about and potentially steal the hand tools 
however if we stain the shed in as dark a colour as we can find the I think most non-regulars won’t really 
notice the change. 
3). A small wall to mount a tap. 
At Melbourn New Cemetery (off New Road) they have a simple waist high wall that has a water supply 
attached to it with some watering cans. This is neat and tidy but would mean the hand tool provision would 
disappear and also the water-butt arrangement would also be lost and we would have to find a new 
arrangement for the notice board. 
My personal feeling is that option 1 is unjustifiable. A shed of this size is no longer required and this has 
been the case for nearly 30 years and so it is highly unlikely that we would ever return to the arrangements 
of pre 1990’s no matter how halcyon they may seem. Option’s 2 and 3 would be broadly of similar cost but 
my feeling is that we should go with option 2 as the retention of both the noticeboard and the water-butt 
are both important and the retention of the donated hand tool provision is just nice. 
 
Addendum; Shed Base. 
I had previously asked Cobb & Sons to quote for a concrete base for a new shed. Even when quoting for a 
small shed this was still £1700. I am now of the opinion that if we were to go for a small shed we should use 
slabs as a base and reduce the cost substantially. In addition to this, if a future council decided that they no 
longer wanted a shed at all we would not have left then with a large lump of concrete to deal with whereas 
slabs can be removed fairly easily. Therefore in the interests of both cost efficiency and not saddling a 
future council with an expensive headache I would favour the slab method. 
If we can reach agreement on which option we think is best then I can work further to get quotes and price 
for that option to discuss and (hopefully approve) at the next meeting. 



 

    1 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE  
HELD ONLINE VIA ZOOM at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87868465457?pwd=NGZiUkxKNWNYWVNoM1BMbnRPN0E0Zz09 
Meeting ID: 878 6846 5457 

Password: 291322 
on TUESDAY 26TH MAY at 7:30pm 

 
 

PRESENT: Cllr P Burge (Chairman), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr C Howe, Cllr R Lennon, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr P 
Collinson and Cllr J Hobro (who joined at 19.35) 

IN ATTENDANCE Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Mr and Mrs Townend (who left at 19.44) 
 

Before the meeting began, the Chairman Cllr Burge advised the attendees that the Zoom session was going to 
be recorded but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections. 

1. Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton. Cllr D Roberts tried to join the meeting via telephone but 
was unable to (although she tried numerous times). 

2. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Lennon declared an interest in item 7 as a resident of Apple Acre. Cllr Mulholland declared an interest in 
item 6 as he is a neighbour. 

3. Minutes from Previous Meeting 19th March 2020 – Matters Arising 
The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Burge; he will deliver the signed copy to the 
Clerk. There were no matters arising. 

4. 20/01734/HFUL – Wetherlee, Thriplow Road, Fowlmere   
Front and rear extensions with external remodelling to existing house  
[Cllr Burge shared the screen on Zoom to show the relevant documents for this and the next 2 items.] 
The PC considered the application. Cllr Mulholland said that the site is opposite the bus stop for the Sawston 
School, so suggested no deliveries be made to the site in the mornings until the school bus has gone.  
Cllr Burge invited the members of the public to speak. Mr and Mrs Townend are neighbours who live opposite 
the site. Mr Townend said he is concerned about the size of the proposed window above the garage which will 
overlook their garden. He had requested a site meeting with South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC), and 
he plans to submit his own comments. The PC established that there are no sight-lines for the side elevation, 
and these would be required for making an informed decision. 
Whilst in general the Fowlmere PC has no material concerns, a neighbour has raised a privacy issue regarding 
overlooking of the garden opposite. The PC did not feel able to assess this without side elevations and plans 
showing sightlines from the new enlarged first floor front windows into the opposite property. The PC suggests 
that officers request this further information to review whether there is a significant overlooking issue, and if so 
request modifications to the planned design to address this. Given the proximity of the bus stop to the property 
entrance, the PC also recommends applying a condition that there should be no deliveries to the site in the 
mornings until the Sawston School bus has left (if schools are open then). 

5. 20/02056/FUL – Springfields, Fowlmere Road, Fowlmere 
 Steel framed agricultural barn 

A previous similar application was reviewed in the last meeting (19 March 2020). Since then advice has been 
sought as to whether this application constituted permitted development – it does not, due to its proximity to 
the Fowlmere aerodrome so a full application is required. However, Fowlmere aerodrome have stated they 
have no concerns, as it would not interfere with their flight lines. Cllr Wragg said that the ecological survey 
shows that there are no concerns regarding adverse impact on known populations of protected species.  
Following further discussion, Fowlmere PC has no objections to the barn being erected (neutral stance). 
Cllr Wragg said that ‘No objections’ should be an option in addition to ‘Support’, ‘Neutral’ or ‘Object’. 
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ACTION – Clerk to write to SCDC and say ‘No objections’ should be an option for ‘Stance’ on the Greater 
Cambridge Shared Planning portal 

6. 20/01816/HFUL – 40 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere 
Single storey side and rear extension following demolition of existing garage  
Cllr Mulholland left the meeting temporarily at 19.51 as he had a declared interest in this item. 
Cllr Burge said that this application, helpfully, shows the proposed and existing drawings side by side.  
ACTION – Clerk to write to SCDC to recommend all applications show the proposed and existing drawings side 
by side as this helps in online meetings. 
The PC considered the application. 
Fowlmere PC has no objections (neutral stance), however, the PC recommends applying a condition that 
contractors park on site not on the road, given that the site is on a bend in the road. 
Cllr Mulholland re-joined the meeting at 19.56. 

7. S/4002/19/VC – Apple Acre Park London Road Fowlmere 
 Application withdrawn  

The PC noted the withdrawal of the application. 
8. Scheme of Delegation – SCDC Planning 

Cllr Burge said that there had been a lively debate at the SCDC full council meeting on 21 May, where the 
Scheme of Delegation for planning applications was discussed. SCDC voted for a system where the Joint Director 
of Planning will make the final decision as to which applications get put to the Planning Committee, following 
consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Planning Committee; if there is disagreement then the 
application will be put to the Committee. A review is to be undertaken, and Parish Councils will be consulted on 
this.  
Cllr Wragg strongly disapproved of SCDC’s course of action, and considered it unjustifiable. Cllr Collinson said 
that there is now no democratic oversight to the process. Cllr Howe recommended that Fowlmere PC should 
write again to SCDC to say the PC continues to object to this scheme, and remains gravely concerned. Cllr Burge 
said the PC should also express its wish to be consulted in the review.  
ACTION – Cllr Burge and Wragg to draft a letter to SCDC and circulate to the PC; Clerk to send it to SCDC 

9. Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
a) Stephen Kelly’s letter was briefly reviewed and noted. 
b) 20/1368/TTCA – Robins Nest, Long Lane, Fowlmere 

T.1 Mixed hedge mainly Maple & Laurel - Reduce height of trees to approx. 9 foot from ground level to 
match the height of Laurel hedgerow to allow more light to rear garden and less debris in garden  
The application was noted. Cllr Collinson expressed concern about the nesting season.  

ACTION – Clerk to write to SCDC to say there are no objections, but provision should be made to protect 
nesting birds 
c) Following discussion, the PC decided that in future the PC should only use the Stance of ‘Neutral’ or ‘Object’ 

when it is considering a planning application for a private dwelling, but may use ‘Support’ if the application 
is one of community benefit such as an Exception Site development. 

d) The PC decided that in future the Clerk should include only the link to the GCSP homepage, not individual 
applications’ pages. Cllr Collinson will advise on providing an easier way to include links to individual 
applications. 

ACTION – Cllr Collinson and Clerk to write to GCSP to suggest ways to improve the landing pages on the portal 
 

The next Planning meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 9 June at 7.30pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 20.22. 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE  
held on-line via zoom at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89131024478?pwd=Szcwb1piTmJvRFAzMUJSQ1VQYW9hdz09 
Meeting ID: 891 3102 4478 

Password: 801241 
on TUESDAY 9TH JUNE at 7:30pm 

 
 

PRESENT: Cllr P Burge (Chairman), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr C Howe, Cllr R Lennon, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr P 
Collinson and Cllr J Hobro 

IN ATTENDANCE Ms K Byrne (Clerk) 
 

Before the meeting began, the Chairman Cllr Burge advised the attendees that the Zoom session was going to 
be recorded but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections. 

1. Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr D Roberts and Cllr M Vinton.  

2. Declarations of interest (if any) 
None was declared 

3. Minutes from Previous Meeting 26th May 2020 – Matters Arising 
The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Burge; he will deliver the signed copy to the 
Clerk. There were no matters arising. 

4. 20/02003/FUL – Deans Farm Long Lane, Fowlmere   
Erection of an agricultural storage building 
[Cllr Burge shared the screen on Zoom to show the relevant documents for this and the next 2 items.] 
Cllr Burge said that we saw this previously as an application for permitted development, but because of the 
proximity to the aerodrome it needed to be re-submitted as a full planning application (which this application 
is). The intention for the building is for grain storage (hay, straw, and grain); the application states that there is 
no storage for grain on site at present. However, there is limited information about the need; Fowlmere PC 
flagged this matter up last time. Fowlmere PC considered the application. 
Fowlmere PC objects to the storage building being erected on the basis that there is insufficient information to 
assess the necessity of the building, or assess the justification for an additional building being erected in open 
countryside. Also, the role of the existing empty building has not been ascertained. Fowlmere PC recommends 
that the planning officers establish the role of the existing empty building, and establish what the use for the 
proposed building is. If officers are minded to approve the application, Fowlmere PC requests that a condition 
be applied that the use of the building be restricted to produce from Deans farm only.   

5. 20/02042/HFUL – 16 Ryecroft Lane, Fowlmere  
Front porch, single storey side extension and loft conversion including removal of the existing roof, building 
up the current external walls and replacing roof structure 
Fowlmere PC considered the application. There does not appear to be an overlooking issue, and (at the time of 
discussion) there were no neighbours’ objections included in the documentation.  
Fowlmere PC has no objections (‘Neutral’ stance). 

6. Other Matters and Updates 
a) Cllr Burge said there is a SCDC committee meeting tomorrow, in which the Hideaway application will be 
discussed. The PC agreed that Cllr Wragg could speak on behalf of Fowlmere PC.  
b) The draft letter to SCDC about the scheme of delegation and the consultation was approved by the PC. 
ACTION – Clerk to put the letter on Fowlmere PC headed-paper and sent to SCDC 
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c) The letter from Stephen Kelly (SCDC) about the flexibility on changes to conditions for construction hours 
was discussed. Fowlmere PC stated that it is unwilling to dilute the democratic process; the commitment of 
Fowlmere Parish Councillors is such that they should be able to comply with the suggested timetable. However, 
the PC would like to know when SCDC will be reviewing this process, and asks that they further consult Parish 
Councils when this occurs. 
d) The tree application at Sextons Cottage High Street Fowlmere (20/1413/TTCA) was briefly reviewed. 
Proposal: Removal of two trees from garden and reduction of branches from trees overhanging the side of the 
property. The application was noted. There were no objections, therefore no comments will be submitted.  

 
The meeting closed at 20.17. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
on-line via Zoom at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81602776086?pwd=NjcyVkt4VGs0NjU2ZzkxMUtSejN1UT09 
Meeting ID: 816 0277 6086 

Password: 611353 
TUESDAY 16TH JUNE 2020 AT 7:30 PM 

  
PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr P Burge, Cllr C Howe, Cllr S 

Mulholland, Cllr P Collinson, Cllr R Lennon and Cllr J Hobro  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Mrs D Woods, Cllr P McDonald (who joined at 7.35 and left at 
8.24), Mrs I Collis, and Mr and Mrs Deans 

  Actions 

 Before the meeting began, the Chairman Cllr Wragg advised the attendees that the Zoom 
session was going to be recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no 
objections. 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton (who tried to join the Zoom 
meeting but was not able to).  

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
Cllr Burge declared an interest in item 15b (as a neighbour). Cllr Roberts declared an 
interest in the item 17 (as a member of her family had sent some correspondence). 

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 19th May 2020 
The minutes were agreed to be a true record, and were signed by Cllr Wragg over Zoom; 
he will deliver the signed copy to the Clerk.  

 

4 Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only) 
It was noted that the issues from earlier this year regarding notifying SCDC about the 
deteriorating condition of the empty Swan House, and the possible siting of a defibrillator 
at the Chequers have stalled due to Coronavirus. 
ACTION – Clerk to chase SCDC about Swan House & Chequers re siting of a defibrillator 

 
 
 
 

Clerk 

5 Audit 
The Clerk informed the PC that the audit documents and partially completed AGAR had 
been sent to the internal auditor; the Internal Audit will be carried out shortly.  If there 
are any issues a Finance meeting will be called before the 21 July PC meeting. 

 

6 Village Hall 
Mrs Woods said that the rear car park has now been levelled and re-gravelled which has 
created a lot more parking space. The Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) plan 
to have the floor of the hall resurfaced whilst it is still closed. 
Mrs Woods said that regarding item 17 correspondence from the Farmers Market 
stallholders, VHMC are not planning to open the hall or ground for anything before 
September, as there is so much to do before they can safely do so. The only exception is 
the blood donor session in July. Once the Clerk has replied to the correspondents to say 
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  Actions 
that this is a matter for the VHMC, Mrs Woods will reply to them.  
Cllr Lennon had reported to Mrs Woods that people had recently been using the VH 
grounds at weekends, drinking and letting their children use the play equipment (which is 
against government advice). Therefore, the VHMC plans to arrange for the play 
equipment to be more effectively taped off. 

7 County Council Matters 
Cllr Peter McDonald went briefly through his report, which is reproduced in Annex A. 
Regarding the Communities Capital Fund, Cllr Burge said Fowlmere Primary School is 
keen to put in a bid for funding for a building so that they can offer after school clubs and 
a breakfast club. Fowlmere Primary school plan to ask if Fowlmere PC could put in a letter 
of support. Cllr Roberts requested that the school send a brief letter to the PC. All 
concurred that a letter of support would be provided. 
Cllr Roberts asked for an update on the SCDC funding for business. Cllr McDonald said 
that the 1st round provided £22.5M of funding to businesses in South Cambridgeshire.  
The 2nd round of funding is more limited (£1.25M) and is open until 22 June. 
Cllr Mulholland shared the mental health links on the PC and residents Facebook pages. 
Cllr Hobro asked if the funding for walking and cycling might include Fowlmere. Cllr 
McDonald said there will be some (although Fowlmere has been grouped together with a 
number of similar villages). 

 

8 District Council Update 
Cllr Roberts said SCDC officers are continuing to work hard keeping parishes up to date 
to ensure residents are being cared for in the Covid 19 crisis. Planning officers are 
starting from this week to go out again. The Lynch Lane application was discussed in the 
recently SCDC Planning meeting, at which Cllr Wragg spoke eloquently on behalf of the 
PC; the application was refused.  

 

 The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.  
Mrs Collis asked about the proposed siting of the Deer signs near her property (relevant 
to Item 14d). She was concerned about the signage interfering with, and possibly making 
worse, the existing problems of speeding and safety on that stretch of Long Lane. Cllr 
McDonald said he will consult further with CCC Highways Dept about the siting of the 
signage, and report back to the Chairman and the Clerk. Cllr Howe explained that 
regarding the traffic calming scheme, positioning of speed limits is restricted by the 
density of housing, and traffic calming measures are limited by road width and bends in 
the road etc. so although many options were looked at, extending the speed restriction 
measures that far down Long Lane was not possible. 
Mr Deans said that there are up to 40 deer near his property, that are often chased by 
dogs in the evenings, which leads to problems such as deer running into the road, or 
getting caught up in fences. The PC recommended that if this happens then Mr Deans 
should contact the police, as the rural crime team will deal with such matters. Cllr 
McDonald said he will contact the rural crime team himself about this too. 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.  

 

9 Burial Board  
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  Actions 
Cllr Mulholland had a quote from Ian Wilkins for replacing the shed. The labour is £360 + 
materials £418.04 (not including the shed - the PC to supply the shed). The PC considered 
the quote. Cllr Burge said that this is one of the capital projects that the PC had budgeted 
for. Also, as the labour in this quote is less than £500 then the need to obtain 2 other 
quotes can be waivered. A motion to agree to this quote was proposed by Cllr Roberts, 
and was seconded by Cllr Burge; all concurred.   
ACTION – Cllr Mulholland to let Ian Wilson know. 
ACTION – Clerk to ask Glen Johnson when he might begin work on the chapel. 
Cllr Mulholland proposed a Burial Board meeting be convened at the cemetery Chapel on 
25 June, where members of the BB will walk round the cemetery whilst observing social 
distancing rules (currently 2m). All agreed to this. 
ACTION – Clerk to call a Burial Board meeting on 25 June at 7.30pm 

 
 
 

 
Cllr 
Mulholland 
Clerk 
 

 
Clerk 

10 Planning Committee 
Cllr Burge said Mr Deans had expressed concerns about the comments from the PC 
regarding the Deans Farm application (20/02003/FUL), particularly about the building on 
site which Mr Deans said was not empty. At the time of the planning meeting, the PC had 
been unsure of its status; the PC therefore asked SCDC officers in their review to 
ascertain whether it was empty and could be used for grain storage. 

 
 
 

11 Review of website / PC email addresses 
Advice from NALC on parish councils’ website accessibility requirements states that:  
‘at the least, councils should have a plan of action and an accessibility statement in place 
by the 23 September 2020’.  
Therefore, the PC needs to have an accessibility compliant website, or at least plans to 
make the website compliant. Also, for GDPR purposes, councillors and the clerk should 
have PC email addresses. Before the meeting, the Clerk had sent information to Cllrs 
Collinson and Wragg about Netwise UK who offers a website that offers these. Cllr 
Collinson had reviewed the package and considered it to be suitable. The package would 
cost £599 with an annual maintenance fee of £300. Cllr Collinson proposed that the PC 
accepts this package, Cllr Lennon seconded; all concurred. 
ACTION – Cllr Collinson to liaise with Clerk regarding the new website 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Collinson 
/ Clerk 

12 RoSPA Inspection reports – update* 
The Clerk had spoken to Hardy Landscapes about re-seeding areas on the Butts 
Recreation ground, but they said that this needs to wait until Autumn. The Clerk had 
asked Ian Wilson to remove the bench from the Butts and quote for the other small jobs 
which he agreed to but has yet to send the quote. The Clerk had also got in touch with 
Hags about repairing the matting around the basket swing but had not yet heard back. 

 
 

13 Memorial well  
On behalf of the PC, Cllr Wragg thanked Mr Deans for tidying the Memorial Well and Mr 
Ginty for re-staining and cleaning up the bench. In May, Mr Deans and Mr Thurley had 
offered to re-paint the Memorial Well but that opportunity has now passed (as Mr 
Thurley has returned to work). Cllr Wragg thanked them for the generous offer. Cllr 
Wragg and Cllr Mulholland had checked, and agreed that the Memorial Well may need 
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  Actions 
re-painting in the future, but it is not urgent. Cllr Roberts said that in future, any such 
offers should be put in writing to the PC for proper consideration.  
The PC discussed whether the Memorial Well gates could be opened. Cllr Mulholland had 
been through previous minutes and found that this has been a much-discussed matter 
over the last 30 years. Cllr Lennon suggested that they could be opened at weekends. 
Following further discussion, Cllr Hobro proposed that the Memorial Well gates be 
opened during daylight hours at weekends for a trial period to be reviewed at the 8 
September PC meeting, and that leaflets will be distributed to let the nearby residents 
know what is happening; Cllr Roberts seconded the motion, all concurred.  
ACTION – trial of opening the Memorial Well gates in daylight hours from June to 8 
Sept, leaflets to be delivered, keys to be cut and distributed between volunteers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All  

14 Road Safety 
a) LHI Application Update* 
Cllr Howe said that the provisional start date for the traffic calming scheme is scheduled 
for the last week of July. 
b) SatNav errors* 
Before the meeting, Cllr Hobro had circulated his report on mapping for Butts View: 
“TomTom have acknowledged the correction and fixed their map, adding a gap in the 
road. 
Google Maps still show the road incorrectly without a break. My report for the error 
shows as 'Pending: Google is verifying your edit' with a message saying that updates have 
been delayed due to COVID-19. I will keep an eye on this. 
Ordnance Survey have responded in person to confirm that the change has been sent out 
to all the groups involved in updating their 1:25 000 and other large-scale maps. Their 
detailed local mapping had already been updated. 
Apple Maps still shows the road incorrectly but since their data come primarily from 
TomTom, which has now been corrected, we might reasonably expect this to change soon 
once the update has propagated through their system. 
The other mapmakers (Bing/Here, OpenStreetMap and Waze) already had the road 
marked correctly.” 
Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Hobro for his work on this. 
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to circulate instructions for councillors to email Google Maps 
about the Butts View mapping error 
Cllr Howe suggested that the turning into Long Lane from the High Street could be 
updated as some devices show it not as a left-hand turn. 
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to look into the error on some devices that show Long Lane not as 
a left-hand turn off the B1368 
c) HGVs in the village* 
Nothing to report.  
d) Deer signage 
This item was discussed in the public open session above. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Hobro 
 
 
 

Cllr Hobro 

15 Trees, Grass and Hedges  
a) Tree Survey  
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  Actions 
Argenta Tree Surveys Ltd had carried out the tree survey but had omitted the trees at St 
Marys church, they were completing this today. Cllr Mulholland noted that the urgent 
tree work should be carried out within 6 weeks. Cllr Burge proposed that once the 
completed report is received, the clerk obtains a quote for the urgent tree work from 
Shire Trees, and circulates to the PC for approval via email.  
ACTION – Clerk to ask Shire Trees to quote for the urgent tree work 
b) Community Orchard 
Cllr Burge temporarily left the meeting at 20.55, as he had an interest in this item. 
The legal costs for the extended lease of the land from CCC (10 years or more) is likely to 
be £1,200-£1,500, with the PC’s own legal costs this would be around £3-4,000. 
Estimated costs to clear the area and fence it with posts and cables etc. is £5-6,000. 
Before the meeting, Cllr Mulholland had identified that the land in question is part of 
Fowlmere Primary school’s land holding, and the school may in the future wish to use it 
for some other purpose. Also, Cllr Roberts said that the land could be put forward in the 
SCDC call for land supply. Given these difficulties and the expense the PC decided for the 
foreseeable future not to pursue this project. However, the CCC should be asked to clear 
the bramble and scrub from this area, which is starting to encroach on the car park. 
ACTION – Clerk to let Cllr McDonald know that the PC no longer wishes to pursue the 
Community Orchard project in that area. Clerk also to ask Cllr McDonald to request that 
CCC gets the bramble and scrub cleared from the area. 
Cllr Burge re-joined the meeting at 20.59. 

 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

16 Finance & General Purposes  
The final tree survey report from Argenta Tree Surveys had not yet been received, but 
the PC agreed that when it has been, the payment of £1,629.78 could be made. 

a) Bills to be paid 
Hardy Landscapes – Grasscutting (May), £1,524.60 
S W Gardens and Landscapes – May, £30.00 
Seniorlink Eldercare – May 2020, £80.66 
CCC – Street lighting from 1-Oct-2019 to 1-Nov-2019, £102.92 
Argenta Tree Surveys (Fowlmere PC tree survey 2020), £1,629.78 
L Wragg, Zoom refund (approved in principle subject to receiving the invoice) – £14.39 

Bills already approved / Direct Debit 
OPUS ENERGY LTD - 3 May to 2 June 2020, £127.15 (Direct Debit) 
K Byrne – Salary (Confidential) 
K Byrne – NEST (refund), £49.21 

Income (since 19th May 2020) 
Bank Transfer from Cambridge Building Society, £2,000.00 

 
 

17 Correspondence 
a) June Correspondence List  
The PC noted the correspondence. Regarding the first item, Cllr Roberts agreed to 
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  Actions 
contact SCDC about getting the ditches around Chapel Lane cleared.  
ACTIONS – Cllr Roberts to contact SCDC about the ditches around Chapel Lane; Clerk to 
reply to Mr Nolasco 
Cllr Wragg to reply to Mr Ginty and thank him for his work on the bench. 
The PC will discuss ideas for Section 106 in the Planning meeting next week. 
Cllr Roberts temporarily left the meeting at 21.55, as she had an interest in this item. 
Will Roberts asked about renting land at the end of Moor Lane to develop as a 
conservation area. The PC noted that there are protected species on this land; before 
further considering the proposal the PC would like to see more details and a timetable 
from Mr Roberts for a community project, after which he could he come and talk to the 
PC about his ideas. 
Cllr Roberts re-joined the meeting at 22.03. 
ACTIONS – Clerk to reply to Mr Roberts; Clerk to respond to Ms Webb regarding the 
trees near her property 

 

Cllr Roberts 
Clerk 
 

Cllr Wragg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 

18 Action List Update 
The action list was reviewed and updated. Cllr Hobro to clarify that the 1st Orwell Scouts 
may wish to do the litter picking on the verges of the road to Flint Cross in the summer, if 
possible. Cllr Collinson to pass the Assets of Community Value document to the Clerk to 
re-send to SCDC. 

 

Cllr Hobro 
 

Cllr Collinson 

19 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life  
Cllr Mulholland said that the metal road signs in Fowlmere could be improved, and Ian 
Wilson may be able to attend to this when he has got through his other PC jobs.  

 

20 Other Matters (for information only) 
Cllr Hobro said he has set up a walking and cycling Facebook page to see who is 
interested in reducing reliance on cars; details are on the residents Facebook page.   

 

 

 

Date of next meetings: 
Planning Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 23rd June 2020  – Online (via Zoom) 
Burial Board Meeting   7:30pm Thursday 25th June 2020  – Cemetery Chapel 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 21st July 2020  – Online (via Zoom) 
 
The meeting closed at 22.23 

 
*These items will have already been worked on by the PC and only require updating, noting or approval at the 
meeting. 

 



Annex A – Cambridgeshire County Councillor Peter McDonald’s Report – June 2020 
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Cambridgeshire County Report to Parishes June 2020 

Schools 
Jonathan Lewis, Service Director for Education at Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council:  
“Parents have the option about whether to send their children or not. We do not have a mandate, and we will not penalise 
any parent who doesn't send their children back in this academic year. Schools will continue to support pupils at home. 
“If and when our schools do re-open, measures will be in place to ensure they are safe, with steps taken and adjustments 
made to ensure social distancing amongst children and staff. We are also fully engaging in the roll out of test and tracing. 
“Most of our schools have remained open throughout the lockdown period for vulnerable children and those of key 
workers. In fact, across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough our levels of attendance have consistently been above the 
national average. 

“We want to see our children returning to school, and hopefully the guidance from government today will provide evidence 
that categorically proves it is the right time to do so.” 
 
Track & Trace 
From May 28th people across Cambridgeshire are being urged to support a new NHS Test and Trace programme which will 
aim to track every single case of coronavirus in our communities to stop the infection spreading. 
As we move out of the national lockdown, we are asking those who have been in contact with anyone who might have the 
virus to isolate themselves. 
Cambridgeshire County Council will also be able to take robust action where a number of people have or are suspected of 
having caught the virus. 
From now on, everyone is being asked to follow this three-step plan: 
Step 1 - If you have one or more of the symptoms of coronavirus – a fever, a new continuous cough or a loss of taste or 
smell – you and the people you live with must immediately self-isolate. 
Step 2 – You then must book a test on the NHS coronavirus website and if you don’t have internet access dial 119. Do not 
leave home for any other reason. If you test positive, you will then be contacted by the NHS Test and Trace service within 
24 hours. 
Step 3 – If you do test positive, NHS Test and Trace will help you establish who you have been in contact with and might 
have infected. This could be members of your own household already isolating or someone you have been within 2 metres 
of for more than 15 minutes. You will also be given clinical advice and support for dealing with the virus. NHS Test and 
Trace will then contact those contacts anonymously. If you are one of those contacts, you will be advised to isolate for 14 
days, even if you don’t have symptoms or feel perfectly well. If you developed symptoms, you would be required to get a 
test. 
A network of COVID-19 hubs is working across the county to help people who need support at this time and don’t have 
family, friends or neighbours they can ask for help. 
People who need help whilst isolating should visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk or call 0345 045 5219. 
 
New Walking & Cycling Routes 
As the nation gets ready for a return to a ‘new normal’ due to Covid-19, the Government has advised members of the 
public to walk and cycle wherever possible, rather than relying on cars and public transport.  
Since the Government announcement easing the nation’s lockdown restrictions, working closely with the Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Combined Authority, we have spent time preparing for both permanent and temporary measures – 
some of which could be put in place within the next two weeks.  
These measures aim to make walking and cycling a default option, by making it as easy as possible to make short trips. We 
have been working with organisations such as Camcycle and Sustrans.  
As well as lessening the chances of spreading and catching Covid-19, walking and cycling also improves health and is better 
for the environment – two key factors which will help improve your chances of surviving the virus, should you get it.  
In Cambridgeshire, there will be three waves of improvements planned as follows, including:  

x Shelford Road to the Waitrose junction - removal of bus lane and widening of cycle lanes 
x Chesterton Road – removal of centre line and addition of a cycle lane 
x Milton High Street – removal of centre line and addition of a cycle lane 
x Girton Road – removal of centre line and addition of a cycle lane 
x Kings Hedges Road – removal of a centre line and addition of a cycle lane 

By early June 
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x Trumpington Road – on carriageway cycle lane and removal of bus lane and parking 
x Trumpington Street to Kings Parade – potential on carriageway cycle lane 

By mid June 
x One-way system in place on Mill Road. 

In addition, the council is working with the Greater Cambridge Partnership to see if it can move ahead with the temporary 
closure of Luard Road and Grange Road in Cambridge.  
Other areas being considered, subject to Department for Transport funding, include: 

x Pedestrian crossings – Trialling the replacement of the existing ‘push’ buttons with touch-free options and 
reducing waiting times for pedestrians at busy crossings in the city centre. 

x School street closures - Introducing temporary closures or vehicle restrictions (with the exception of residents or 
delivery drivers) on roads outside schools in the city. 

x Vegetation clearing - Working with Aragon Direct Services to ensure that cycle paths and footpaths are clear 
overhanging vegetation and more inviting for people to use them. 

x Additional cycle parking across Peterborough 
x Cycle repairs, training and maintenance facilities 
x Cycle lane refreshes 
x Temporary social distancing information placed on footpaths and cycle lanes to encourage social distancing 
x Monitoring walking and cycling levels across the city on a regular basis 
x Increasing Bikeability at schools in the city (school cycle proficiency training) 
x Working with businesses to encourage sustainable travel 
x Further longer-term development of the city’s Walking and Cycling Infrastructure Plan 
x Investigating any other temporary cycling/pedestrian improvement suggestions from residents, businesses and 

organisations throughout the city. 
 
Home Learning Hub 
Resources and links to help support the mental health and wellbeing of children and parents during Covid-19 have been 
rolled out by Cambridgeshire County Council. 
Education and Public Health leads have joined forces to provide a range of trusted and wide-ranging resources and links, 
giving children and parents somewhere to turn if they need help. 
The resources offer easy access to a range of free, confidential support services which are on hand to help anyone dealing 
with emotional or physical issues, abuse, substance misuse, or mental health problems. 
Some of the services offer support over the phone, giving you a chance to have a chat with a professional, while others are 
available online, via text, or even through a dedicated app. 
Children and parents can find the resources through the county council’s popular Home Learning Hub, which offers 
activities, challenges and lessons plans from across the curriculum – helping those currently learning at home. 
You can learn more about resources for children and parents on the Cambridgeshire Learn Together website. 
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/home-learning/wellbeing/cyp 
 
Foxton Travel Hub 
This proposal for the travel (Southern option) is going to the GCP Board June 4th            
It currently doesn’t contain a bridge crossing on the A10 and leaves this open to National Rail to propose. The business case 
is here: 
file:///C:/Temp/ab098/Downloads/GCP%20-%20Foxton%20Travel%20Hub%20-%20Outline%20Business%20Case.pdf 
 
Communities Capital Fund 
We have submitted an application for £76k for a mobile classroom for Foxton pre school. 
 
Young Peoples Services  
The coronavirus and the government lockdown have had an impact on all our lives. Being away from school and not seeing 
your wider family and friends can be really difficult. Even though technology is helping us stay in touch, it won’t always 
make up for hugging your family members or hanging out with your friends face to face. 
If you are struggling or finding things a bit tough there are lots of services out there to help. Some offer help over the 
phone, so you can speak to someone in confidence about anything that is on your mind. They are trained to help and will 
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not judge. There are other types of services available too, like a text messaging service and an app. 
They are all free, entirely confidential and ready to help. 
Keep Your Head 
The best place to keep up to date with information on local services is through the ‘Keep Your Head’ website. This is 
updated regularly, and is a good place to go to see what help is available locally. 
https://www.keep-your-head.com/cyp 
Chat Health 
A text messaging service in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough that provides support for young people aged 11-19 around a 
variety of topics such as: emotional health, relationships, self-harm, bullying, alcohol/drug use, healthy eating. 
Text  07480 635 443  
Texts are usually replied to within one working day and cost the same as a standard text or will come out of your contract 
message allowance. 
Kooth 
www.kooth.com 
Available for any young person aged 11-18 years old with a Cambridgeshire or Peterborough postcode. Kooth offer online 
support from counsellors, access to a number of moderated forums, and a range of self-help materials. 
Chums 
Chums – http://chums.uk.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Duty-Line-2020-1.pdf 
A phone service is available to offer support and guidance to children and young people, parents/carers and professionals. 
Centre 33 
Centre 33 – http://centre33.org.uk/help/about-us/ 
Available for anyone 18 and under, Centre 33 operate a range of services from free counselling and support to information 
on sexual health, housing and budgeting. 
The 5 centres are currently closed due to the lockdown, but the service is still running and continues to offer support, via 
any of the means below: 
Tel: 0333 4141809 
Text/whatsapp: 07514 783745 
Email: help@centre33.org.uk 
 
Safeguarding Reminder 
Children’s Safeguarding  
If you are concerned that a child may be suffering physical, sexual or emotional abuse or neglect or is at risk of significant 
harm you should contact Children’s Services using one of the following: • Cambridgeshire children: 0345 045 5203 
ReferralCentre.children@cambridgeshire.gov.uk • Peterborough children: 01733 864180 • Out of Hours Emergency Duty 
Team (EDT): 01733 234724 If you are a professional you can report a safeguarding concern using the Cambridgeshire & 
Peterborough Safeguarding Referral Form. All telephone referrals will need to be followed up in writing within 24 hours by 
the referring professional.  
Adult Safeguarding  
If you have concerns for an Adult, you should contact Adult Services using one of the following: Cambridgeshire County 
Council • Telephone: 0345 045 5202 • Email: referral.centre-adults@cambridgeshire.gov.uk Peterborough City Council • 
Telephone: 01733 747474 • Email: adultsocialcare@peterborough.gov.uk Between Monday to Thursday 5pm to 8am and 
Friday 4pm to Monday 8am, adult safeguarding concerns can be directed to the Emergency Duty Team (EDT) – 01733 
234724 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
on-line via Zoom at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86710195472?pwd=MllpaXAyTWtPS1g1enB0aC9zcVBRdz09 
Meeting ID: 867 1019 5472 

Password: 067677 
TUESDAY 23RD JUNE 2020 AT 7:30 PM 

  
PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr P 

Collinson and Cllr J Hobro  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk) 
 

 Before the meeting, the Chairman Cllr Wragg advised the attendees that the Zoom session was going to 
be recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections. 

  Actions 
1 Apologies for Absence 

There were apologies for absence from Cllr R Lennon (recovering from surgery), Cllr C 
Howe (work commitments) and Cllr M Vinton (unable to join the Zoom meeting).  

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
Cllr Roberts said that the PC had seen the applications in item 3a before, but the PC will 
look at this application afresh. 
For the next item Cllr Wragg passed the chairmanship to Cllr Burge (Chair of Planning). 

 

3 Planning 
a) 20/02308/S73 – Land East of Fowlmere Road Foxton (Thriplow Farms Ltd)  
[Cllr Burge shared the screen on Zoom to show the relevant documents for this item.] 
Cllr Burge said that this is a Section 73 application (which is a variation of specific 
conditions, the rest of the current permission still stands). Therefore, the PC are simply 
reviewing the variations and whether they have a material impact. These proposed 
changes are to allow the facility to function more efficiency. The key alterations are 
changes in the dimensions of the building and a slight change in its position. The floor 
space of the proposed building is reduced by 55 sqm.  
Fowlmere PC has no specific planning concerns on the proposed changes (neutral 
stance). Cllr Roberts proposed this motion, Cllr Wragg seconded; all concurred. 
b) Proposals for future Section 106 money  
James Fisher (SCDC S106 officer) notified Fowlmere PC that the proposed development of 
16 affordable dwellings on Chrishall Road (application 20/01209/FUL) would require the 
applicant to provide financial contributions of £13,074.88 towards sports projects and 
£5,936 towards indoor community space projects within Fowlmere.  
The PC discussed options for section 106 money including the following: 

x A 5G multi-sport pitch (it was decided this would be very expensive, and very 
ambitious); 

x New football goalposts for the Butts Recreation ground; 
x Additional play equipment on the Butts Recreation ground, particularly play 
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equipment suitable for children with disabilities; 
x Measures to provide easier access for people with disabilities into the Round 

Moat (lowered pavements, better/clearer pathways);  
x Installing secure cycle parking stands at village facilities such as at the Village Hall, 

and on the Butts Recreation ground (perhaps near the school entrance). Could 
this be classed as money for indoor community space?. 

ACTION – Clerk to notify James Fisher of the above potential projects for S106 money 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
4 Finance 

For this item, Cllr Wragg passed the chair to Cllr Burge (Chairman of Finance). 
a) Emergency tree work 
The total cost for emergency tree work (to be done within 6 weeks) from Shire Trees Ltd 
was quoted as between £3,300 & £3,950+VAT. Cllr Collinson proposed that the PC 
accepts the quote from Shires, Cllr Roberts seconded, all concurred.  
ACTION – Clerk to let Shire Trees Ltd know that the quote has been accepted. 
Having agreed the urgent tree work, the PC decided that for the rest of the work (Priority 
2 & 3) recommended in the tree survey from Argenta Tree Surveys, the Clerk should seek 
quotes from Shire Trees and 3 other tree surgeries in time to be considered in the 8 
September 2020 PC meeting. Cllr Collinson proposed, Cllr Hobro seconded, all concurred. 
ACTION – Clerk to seek quotes for the Priority 2 & 3 tree work 
Cllr Mulholland suggested that it would be sensible and efficient to ask Argenta to re-
inspect the trees again in 12 months’ time (provided their quote is competitive). 
b) Cambridge ACRE renewal  
The cost for renewal for Cambridge ACRE membership is £57.00. Following discussion, 
the PC decided not to renew the subscription for this year, and review this next year. Cllr 
Wragg proposed, Cllr Collinson seconded, all concurred. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 

 
Clerk 

5 Road safety 
The signage for Butts Industrial Estate was priced by the Highways officers at £445 to 
install 4 posts and 4 signs (2x industrial estate directional signs at the Manor Farm 
junction & 2x Unsuitable for HGV signs at the Butts Lane junction). Cllr Hobro suggested 
that correcting the SatNav errors alone might be effective in preventing HGVs from going 
down Butts View, and the PC could save money not paying for the signs. It would also 
minimise street signage and roadside clutter. Following further discussion, the PC 
decided to put this matter on hold until September when it could be reconsidered. 
Cllr Roberts asked about progress and timings regarding the Deer signage for Long Lane. 
ACTION – Clerk to ask Cllr McDonald about the timetable for Deer Signage on Long Lane 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6 Other Matters (for information only) 
Clerk to write a letter to Mr Sheldrick about the tree growing round a streetlamp on the 
High Street, asking if he can cut it back.  

 

 

 

Date of next meetings: 
Burial Board Meeting   7:30pm Thursday 25th June 2020  – Cemetery Chapel 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 21st July 2020  – Online (via Zoom) 
 
The meeting closed at 20.31 



 

 

Minutes	of	the	meeting	of	Fowlmere	Parish	Council	Burial	Board	

held	in	the	Cemetery	Chapel	Shepreth	Road,	Fowlmere		

on	Thursday	25th	June	2020	at	7:30pm	

**	SOCIAL	DISTANCING	WAS	OBSERVED	**	

	

Present:		 Cllr	S	Mulholland	(Chairman),	Cllr	D	Roberts,	Cllr	P	Burge,	Cllr	M	Vinton	and	Cllr	
P	Collinson	

In	attendance:		 Ms	K	Byrne	(Clerk)	

	

1.	 Apologies	for	absence	

Apologies	were	received	from	Cllr	L	Wragg	(prior	engagement)	and	Cllr	C	Howe	(work	
commitments).	

2.		 Minutes	from	Previous	Meeting	–	9th	July	2019	

The	minutes	were	agreed	to	be	a	true	record,	and	were	signed	by	Cllr	Mulholland.	There	were	
no	matters	arising.	

3.	Review	of	Terms	of	Reference	

The	Committee	reviewed	the	Burial	Board	Terms	of	Reference	and	changed	the	minimum	
number	of	meetings	per	year	from	3	to	2.	

ACTION	–	Clerk	to	update	and	circulate	to	the	PC	for	approval	at	the	July	meeting.	

4.	Review	of	paperwork	stored	in	Cemetery	Chapel	

The	Committee	decided	that	a	lot	of	the	paperwork	stored	in	the	Cemetery	chapel	could	be	
shredded.	Only	the	Minutes	and	Financial	records	need	to	be	kept	(along	with	original	/	
valuable	documents).	Councillors	will	schedule	a	shredding	session	after	4	July	to	consolidate	
the	paperwork	so	that	it	will	fit	into	one	cupboard.	An	alternative	location	for	storage	is	to	be	
sought	before	winter.		

ACTION	–	shredding	session	to	be	arranged	after	4	July	

5.	 Review	of	works	/	works	pending	

a. Restoration	of	windows	
The	Committee	looked	at	the	chapel	windows	and	decided	that	no	further	work	is	currently	
required.	

b. Pointing	of	brickwork	
Glen	Johnson’s	quote	for	this	work	had	been	accepted	in	17	March	PC	meeting;	work	is	due	to	
start	in	July.	

c. Doors,	soffits	&	facias,	bell	tower	



 

 

Ian	Wilson	had	submitted	a	quote	for	this	work	and	work	on	the	cemetery	gates.	The	PC	
considered	the	quote.	Cllr	Mulholland	proposed,	Cllr	Roberts	seconded	that	the	quote	be	
recommended	for	approval	by	the	PC,	all	concurred.	

ACTION	–	Clerk	to	put	approval	of	the	quote	on	the	PC	agenda	for	21	July.	

d. Cemetery	gates	

See	item	5c)	above.	

e. Shed	
Replacement	of	the	shed	was	discussed	in	the	19	May	PC	meeting	and	is	in	progress.	

6.	Fencing	&	Tree	Work		

The	Committee	walked	round	the	cemetery	to	look	at	the	relevant	areas	for	this	item	and	item	
7.	Cllr	Mulholland	offered	to	cut	down	the	growth	on	the	lower	trunks	of	the	lime	trees.	

ACTION	–	Cllr	Mulholland	to	cut	down	the	growth	on	the	lower	trunks	of	the	lime	trees.	
The	Committee	looked	at	the	4	trees	that	had	been	recommended	for	emergency	work	in	the	
recent	tree	survey:	a	pine	that	is	dead	and	needs	felling;	a	maple	that	needs	felling	as	it	has	
many	dead	and	dying	branches	overhanging	the	road;		and	a	maple	and	a	lime	that	have	major	
deadwood	overhanging	the	highway.	Regarding	the	2	trees	to	be	felled,	the	Committee	would	
like	to	replace	these	with	yew	trees	if	the	TPO	permission	allows.	

7.	Burial	Plots	

a. 	Graves	to	level	and	seed	in	October	
The	Committee	identified	a	number	of	plots	that	are	not	level	and	require	seeding;	this	work	
will	be	carried	out	in	October.	The	plots	that	require	levelling,	top-soiling	and	seeding	(and	
chalk	removing	where	required)	are:	plots	486,	487,	499,	500,	501,	and	692;	and	possibly	top	
soil	and	seed	adding	to	plots	466,	470,	491.The	Committee	agreed	that	where	contact	details	
are	available	the	families	should	be	informed	of	the	intended	work.		

It	was	noted	that	some	older	plots	have	grass	and	weeds	growing	within	the	kerbstones.	It	
was	decided	that	Hardys	should	strim	these	once	per	year.	

ACTION	–	Clerk	to	inform	the	families	of	the	proposed	work.	Also	to	ask	Hardys	to	quote	for	
the	re-seeding	work	and	for	strimming	within	the	kerbstones	

b. Check	headstones	for	steadfastness	
Cllr	Mulholland	had	tested	the	headstones	for	steadfastness	and	had	found	that	none	were	in	
danger	of	toppling.	

8.	Cemetery	Income	and	Expenditure	

Review	of	the	cemetery	fees	will	be	carried	out	at	the	next	finance	meeting.	

ACTION	–	Clerk	to	circulate	the	comparison	table	of	other	local	parishes’	cemetery	fees.	

9.	Tidy	Up	Day	

a. Bulb	planting	
The	Committee	decided	it	would	like	to	plant	daffodil,	bluebell	and	snowdrop	bulbs	along	the	



 

 

border	between	the	old	and	new	cemeteries.	A	volunteers’	bulb	planting	day	will	be	arranged	
for	either	18	October	or	8	November.	

b. Leaf	clearing		
Cllr	Mulholland	suggested	a	leaf	clearing	day	could	be	held	on	6	or	13	December.	

ACTION	–	Cllr	Mulholland	to	get	costs	for	the	bulbs,	liaising	with	Paul	Earnshaw	for	bulk-
ordering	daffodil	bulbs.	Also,	to	arrange	the	bulb-planting	and	leaf-clearing	dates.	

10.	Other	Matters	/	Date	of	Next	Meeting	
There	was	some	concern	about	animals	digging	holes	in	the	cemetery;	all	Councillors	to	be	aware	
of	this	and	monitor	for	any	problems.	
	
Next	Burial	Board	meeting	TBD.		
	 	
The	meeting	closed	at	20.30.	
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE  
held on-line via zoom at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89131024478?pwd=Szcwb1piTmJvRFAzMUJSQ1VQYW9hdz09 
Meeting ID: 891 3102 4478 

Password: 801241 
on TUESDAY 14th JULY at 7:30pm 

 
PRESENT: Cllr P Burge (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts (who joined at 19.36), Cllr C Howe, Cllr R Lennon, 

Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr P Collinson and Cllr J Hobro 
IN ATTENDANCE Ms K Byrne (Clerk), and Mr & Mrs Townend (who left at 20.00) 
 

Before the meeting began, the Chairman Cllr Burge advised the attendees that the Zoom session was going to 
be recorded but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections. 

1. Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr L Wragg (he was out of the parish), and Cllr M Vinton (he had a 
previous commitment).  

2. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) 
she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at SCDC, the same 
applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh.  

3. Minutes from Previous Meeting 9th June 2020 – Matters Arising 
The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Burge; he will deliver the signed copy to the 
Clerk. There were no matters arising. 

4. 20/02266/HFUL – 24A Pipers Close, Fowlmere 
Rear two storey and part single storey extension 
[Cllr Burge shared the screen on Zoom to show the relevant documents for this and item 5.] 
Cllr Burge summarised the details of the application. There is little impact on neighbouring properties, it looks 
out onto the village hall land at the rear of the site. Cllr Roberts said that it does not appear to overbear on the 
neighbours’ properties. Before the meeting, the Chair of the Village Hall Management Committee Mrs Woods, 
had said that there should not be an assumption that there will be on-going access to the property from the 
entrance road to the village hall.  
Fowlmere PC has no objections to this application (‘neutral’ stance). However, the PC recommends a condition 
be applied that parking of vehicles should be within curtilage of the property. If any deliveries of materials 
require access by the village hall entrance road then permission for this should be sought from the Parish 
Council in advance. 

5. 20/01734/HFUL – Wetherlee Thriplow Road, Fowlmere 
 Front and rear extensions with external remodelling to existing house 

Cllr Burge said that this application had been seen by the PC once before; the amendment is a reduction in the 
depth of the second storey element.  
Cllr Burge invited the members of the public to speak. Mr and Mrs Townend had concerns about the proposed 
large window in the front elevation on the second floor, which would intrusively overlook their garden. The PC 
then discussed the application. Cllr Mulholland proposed that the PC objects to the application due to 
overbearance of the second floor front window, Cllr Collinson seconded this; 5 councillors voted for the motion 
and one abstained. Therefore, a majority of the PC voted for objection. 
Fowlmere PC objects to the application due to overlooking. The PC acknowledges that a window on the second 
floor of the front elevation is appropriate, but upon reconsideration concluded that the currently proposed 
scale of this window would prove overly obtrusive to surrounding properties and those using the public 
highway, leading to concerns of overbearance and overlooking. The PC also wishes to reiterate its comment 
from the previous consultation that due to the proximity of the school bus stop to the property entrance, the PC 
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recommends applying a condition that there should be no deliveries to the site in the mornings until the 
Sawston School bus has left. 

6. Costing of proposed S106 projects (from the 20/01209/FUL application) 
Further information was requested by James Fisher from SCDC regarding pricing of projects. There are 3 broad 
categories: Sports (approx. £13k); Children’s play (approx. £19k); Indoor meeting space (approx. £6k). 
Fowlmere PC discussed potential areas for investment. 
Sports:  
The Parish Council has identified that there is a need to replace some ageing sports equipment and aspires to 
improve the quality of the existing provision to enable it to support a wider range of sports; projects that are 
being considered include: 
x New “junior” goal posts and improving the football pitch area at the Butts recreation ground - £5,000. 
x Capital investment in improving the surface of the existing football pitches at the Village Hall, adapt for all 

weather pitches (rugby and football) including flood lighting, and possibly add a running track 
or perimeter jogging trail – £100,000. 

x Re-new cricket strip and nets at the Village Hall – £5,000. 
x New basketball area at the Butts – £5,000. 
x Improving tennis courts surface at the Village Hall and convert to accommodate tennis, five-a-side football 

and netball – £25,000. 
  
Children’s play: 
Fowlmere has three designated play areas, all of which would benefit from investment in new and replacement 
equipment. In the coming years, the Parish Council would like to install: 
x New play equipment at the Butts recreation ground and Village Hall, aimed largely at Key Stage 2 children – 

£25,000. 
x "Play" Activity panels for the Butts recreation ground, and "Nature Trail" Activity panels for the Round Moat 

aimed largely at Key Stage 1 children – £15,000. 
  
Indoor meeting space 
The Village Hall provides the main indoor meeting space for the village. Potential projects to improve the ability 
of this space to serve the needs of the community include: 
x New bicycle racks at the Village Hall – £3,000. 
x Rigging infrastructure at the Village Hall stage/performance area for hanging lighting & sound, improving 

acoustics and controlling curtains – £10,000. 
x Meeting room standard projector and pull-down screen with associated audio and computer equipment to 

enable web access to meetings, for the Pavilion Room at the Village Hall – £12,000. 
7. 20/1511/TTCA – Cemetery, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere  

The application was noted. 
8. 20/1512/TTPO – Parish-owned Moat adjacent to 9 Ryecroft Lane, Fowlmere  

The application was noted. 
9. 20/02042/HFUL – 16 Ryecroft Lane, Fowlmere 

Withdrawal of the application was noted. 
10.  Update (for information only) 

There were no updates. 
 
The meeting closed at 20.38. 
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Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes Committee  
which was held online via Zoom 

on Thursday 16th July 2020 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  
Cllr P Burge (Chair), Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr J Hobro and Cllr R Lennon (who joined at 20.19) 
 
Also in Attendance:  Ms K Byrne (Clerk) 
  Actions 
 Before the meeting began Cllr Burge advised the attendees that the Zoom session was 

going to be recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections. 
 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr L Wragg (out of the Parish), Cllr Vinton (unable 
to attend) and Cllr Roberts (unable to attend). 

 

2 Minutes of Previous Meeting – 26th Feb / Matters Arising 
The Finance Minutes of 26th February 2020 were reviewed, agreed to be a true record, and 
were signed by Cllr Burge online via Zoom. He will deliver the signed copy to the Clerk. 
There were no matters arising. 

 

3 Audit  
The Committee reviewed the Internal Auditor’s report. The auditor’s recommendations 
were discussed and accepted. ‘Other Matters’ will no longer be added to Agendas, 
councillors need to let the Clerk know in advance if there is anything that they want to 
discuss that is not already covered on the Agenda.  
ACTIONS – Clerk to check with SCDC renumeration panel what their guidance is to 
parishes regarding the Chairman’s allowance. Clerk to arrange for the pension 
contributions to be made directly from the PC’s Unity Trust account. 
The Committee reviewed the AGAR part 3 sections 1 and 2. The details in the Annual 
Governance Statement and Accounting Statement were examined and approved. The 
Finance Committee will recommend to the full council that these statements be approved 
in the 21 July PC meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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Review of Income and Expenditure  
The Committee reviewed the PC’s accounts spreadsheet along with figures for expected 
spend and variance for the Financial Year that Cllr Burge had prepared. The expenditure 
so far and projected are well within the budgets set. The cost for PO box renewal had 
been moved from ‘Other Staff Costs’ to ‘PC Expenses’; the Clerk needs to re-adjust the 
budgets to reflect this.  
The budget for tree work is currently included within the category ‘Public Areas’. Cllr 
Mulholland suggested that the ‘Tree Work’ should become a separate budget category. 
All concurred. 
ACTION – Clerk to adjust budgets and prepare a new budget category for ‘Tree Work’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 

5 Review of FPC Policies and Documents 
The Committee reviewed the Finance Committee’s Terms of Reference; it recommended 
reducing the minimum number of meetings per year from 4 to 3, and adjusting the 
delegated powers (point 16) accordingly.  
The Financial Regulations were reviewed; Clause 5.5 was amended to allow the clerk to 
have delegated powers to make payments to SME suppliers if the due date for payment is 

 
 
 
 
 



 

2 
 

before the next scheduled PC meeting, or make payments if explicitly pre-approved by the 
PC. 
Clause 11.1 h was adjusted to allow work up to £750 be awarded without needing to 
obtain 3 quotes, this being increased from £500. 
ACTIONS: 
Cllr Burge to update the documents and circulate for approval in the PC meeting. 
Cllr Burge and Clerk to review the personal data processing register and risk register.  
Cllrs Burge and Mulholland to review the costs for the Asset Register. 
The Risk Assessment, Code of Conduct and Standing Orders will be reviewed later in the 
year. 

 
 
 
 

 

Cllr Burge
/ Clerk / 
Cllr 
Mulholla
nd 

6 Review of Cemetery fees 
The Clerk had prepared a comparison table of fees of other local cemeteries. Using this 
Cllr Mulholland had made proposed changes to Fowlmere’s fees, which the Committee 
reviewed in the meeting. It was agreed that non-residents should pay 4x the amount that 
Fowlmere residents pay, and that costs for children would be 10% of adult fees. A new 
cost for transfer of Exclusive Right of Burial of £50 (for residents and non-residents) was 
also agreed. 
ACTION – Cllr Mulholland to update the document and circulate for approval in the PC 
meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr 
Mulholla
nd 

7 Trees, Grass, Hedges and General Purposes 
The Clerk to obtain 3 quotes for the priority 2 &3 (non-urgent) tree work in the Tree 
Survey. 

 

8 
 

Future Projects 
a) Cemetery  
Quote for cemetery work to be approved in the PC meeting. 
b) Registering of parish land  
Land at the cemetery will be registered with the land registry later in the year and then 
the Butts Recreation ground will follow, the estimated costs are between £500 & £1,000. 
c) Maintenance of bus shelters  
The main bus shelter near the war memorial needs to be replaced. Cllr Vinton will 
continue to attempt to obtain quotes for this. 

 
 

9 
 

Other Matters  
a) Review of in-house check on play equipment 
Cllr Burge had recently checked all the play equipment on the Butts and the Village Hall, 
there were no issues additional those noted in the recent RoSPA reports. 
b) Budget for new accounting software  
The Clerk to pursue this in the Autumn. 

 
 
 

10 Date of Next Meeting  
Suggested date September 2020 – date and location to be confirmed. 
The meeting closed at 20.57. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL  
which was held on-line via Zoom at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81668039909?pwd=T0hvSEFCS2FaQlpPazdDazA3SmN0QT09 
Meeting ID: 816 6803 9909 

Password: 105118 
on TUESDAY 21ST JULY 2020 at 7:30pm  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts (who joined at 7.32), Cllr P Burge, Cllr S 
Mulholland, Cllr P Collinson, Cllr R Lennon and Cllr J Hobro  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Mrs D Woods and Cllr P McDonald (who joined at 7.35 and 
left at 8.37) 

  Actions 

 Before the meeting began, Cllr Wragg advised the attendees that the Zoom session was 
going to be recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections. 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr C Howe (previous commitment) and Cllr M 
Vinton (who was unable to join the Zoom meeting).  

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
There was none.  

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 16th June & 23 June 2020 
The 16th June minutes were reviewed and were agreed to be a true record, they were 
signed by Cllr Wragg over Zoom; the 23rd June minutes were reviewed and were agreed 
to be a true record, they were signed by Cllr Wragg over Zoom. Cllr Wragg will deliver the 
signed copies to the Clerk.  

 

4 Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only) 
From 16th June meeting the matter of the siting of the defibrillator at the Chequers still 
requires Clerk to action. The Clerk also needs to chase SCDC regarding whether they have 
had a response from the owner of Swan House, if they have not then ask them to issue a 
section 215 notice. As District Councillor, Cllr Roberts will also chase SCDC regarding this 
matter 

 
 

Clerk 
 

Cllr Roberts 

5 Audit 
a) Internal Audit report 
The Internal Auditor’s report had been assessed last week by the Finance Committee (see 
Finance Minutes 16 July 2020, item 3), and was briefly reviewed by the PC. Cllr Lennon 
proposed that the recommendations from the Internal Audit be accepted, Cllr Roberts 
seconded and all concurred.  
b) Dates for public rights to inspect the Parish Council accounts 
The Clerk proposed that the dates for the period for the exercise of public rights should 
be 1 September to 12 October 2020. The PC agreed to this. 
c) Review and approval of the Annual Governance Statement 
The Governance Statement had been scrutinized by the Finance Committee on 16 July, 
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  Actions 
who recommended that the PC approves it, and was briefly reviewed by the PC. Cllr 
Collinson proposed, Cllr Roberts seconded, and all agreed to support the Annual 
Governance Statement for 2019/2020. Cllr Wragg signed the statement. 
d) Review and approval of the Accounting Statement 
The Accounting Statement had been scrutinized by the Finance Committee on 16 July, 
who recommended that the PC approves it, and was briefly reviewed by the PC. Cllr 
Lennon proposed, Cllr Hobro seconded, and all agreed to support the Accounting 
Statement for 2019/2020 as prepared by K Byrne (Parish Clerk / Responsible Financial 
Officer). Cllr Wragg signed the statement; he will deliver the signed AGAR to the Clerk.  
Clerk to submit the AGAR and audit documents to the external auditor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 
Clerk 

6 Village Hall 
a) Report from VHMC 

Mrs Woods said the Village Hall has been closed since the end of March. However, the 
Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) has been busy with refurbishments and 
preparations to open, and they will be ready to re-open on 1 September. They are 
currently assessing if clubs do or do not want to return. Also, they are starting to get new 
enquiries, which is a positive sign. 
b) Disability Access 
Cllr Roberts had been approached by a resident who has a mobility scooter and who 
cannot access the Village Hall because their mobility scooter cannot get over the speed 
bumps on the entrance and exit roads. Cllr Roberts asked if a trench could be dug to 
allow access. Mrs Woods said that the speed bumps had been put in by the PC in 1991. 
She had looked into this matter a couple of years ago; a company had advised that 1 
meter could be taken out of the centre of the bumps, but this was expensive, and it may 
result in motorcyclists no longer being prevented from speeding down the access roads. 

Cllr Mulholland offered to investigate the matter along with Cllr Burge, and Mrs Woods. 
Cllr Mulholland will ask Ian Wilson to meet him and discuss what is possible. 

Cllr Collinson asked Mrs Woods about the VHMC turning down County Broadband’s offer 
to connect the Village Hall with hyperfast broadband. It was suggested that VHMC might 
want to re-consider the idea as it could be useful in future-proofing the Village Hall.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs 
Mulholland 
Burge, & Mrs 
Woods 
 
 

7 County Council Matters 
Cllr McDonald went briefly through his report, which is reproduced in Annex A. 
Cllr Mulholland will put out the fostering link onto the PC’s Facebook page. 
Cllr McDonald said that the date to site the Deer Signs will be reset by CCC highways. 
Clerk, Cllr Howe and Cllr McDonald to assess what needs to be done regarding the MVAS 
and VAS signs in the village. 
Cllr Roberts asked about the possibility of the discretionary grant being available to the 
Chequers in Fowlmere. Cllr McDonald advised that the managers of the Chequers should 
be encouraged to apply. 
Cllr Burge asked if the PC might have input at this stage into the Foxton travel hub, such 

 
 
Cllr 
Mulholland 
Clerk / Cllr 
Howe / Cllr 
McDonald 
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  Actions 
as suggesting improving the cycle provision between Fowlmere and Foxton. Cllr 
McDonald said yes. Cllr McDonald said that he, Cllr Roberts and GCP will be having a 
meeting with MP Anthony Brown shortly about this matter.  

8 District Council Update 
Cllr Roberts said that regarding the Foxton travel hub, as district councillor she wrote a 
strong letter to GCP after the meeting as they didn’t answer any of (Foxton) PC’s 
questions. Cllr Roberts and Foxton PC will be meeting MP Anthony Browne in Foxton 
within the next 6 weeks to discuss this. Cllr Hobro was keen get all local interested 
groups to co-ordinate their efforts to suggest a plan for the travel hub that has better 
local access and includes cycle, bus and train provision along with a smaller car park. Cllr 
McDonald said that this could also be specified in the Local Plan. Cllr Burge proposed 
that he and Cllr Hobro draft a letter to GCP for the PC to approve, Cllr Collinson seconded 
this, there were no objections. Cllr McDonald suggested Cllrs Burge and Hobro might 
present an alternative vision about what the travel hub might look like. Cllr Mulholland 
suggested that Fowlmere councillors arrange a meeting with Foxton PC.  
Cllr Roberts said the application for the Huawei business at Sawston had been approved 
at a SCDC planning meeting. She was the only councillor who voted against it. She felt it 
failed on various planning points such as the amount of water required to develop it, also 
there was no overall master plan. A full district council meeting was held last week (and 
is on the SCDC website) about racial equality. Cllr Roberts voted against it as she felt it 
amounted to political posturing. A liberal democrat councillor had resigned, due to 
bullying (the councillor had claimed). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Burge / 
Cllr Hobro 

 The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.  
There was none.  
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.  

 

9 Burial Board 
a) Approval of updated Terms of Reference  
The PC briefly reviewed the Burial Board Terms of Reference. Cllr Burge proposed that 
the PC approved the updated version, Cllr Roberts seconded, all concurred. 
b) Review of Cemetery fees 
The PC reviewed the updated Cemetery fees document. The PC approved the updated 
version nem.con. It was also agreed that the revised charges will apply from 1 August 
2020.  
Cllr Mulholland to send the final version of the documents to the Clerk who will put them 
on the PC website.  
Cllr Roberts left the meeting briefly at 20.43. 
c) Alternative location for paperwork 
Cllr Mulholland said that he, Cllr Burge, Connie Burge and the Clerk had had an excellent 
shredding session last week where a lot of paperwork had been sorted and disposed of. 
There is not very much left now and what is will fit into one cupboard. But storing it in 
the Chapel (especially during winter) might not be the best place due to damp. A better 
location for the paperwork might be the Village Hall cellar. Mrs Woods said that she 
thought that the cupboard would not fit in the VH. This matter might be considered 
further outside the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Mulholland / 
Clerk 
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  Actions 
Cllr Roberts re-joined the meeting at 20.45. 
d) Approval of Ian Wilson’s quote (23-June) for work on chapel* 
The Burial Board had considered Ian Wilson’s quote of £1,500.04 for repairs to the chapel 
in their meeting on 25 June, and they recommended approval. Cllr Roberts proposed, Cllr 
Mulholland seconded, all concurred. Cllr Mulholland to let Ian know. 
e) Transfer of ERB / Additional inscription to Adams Memorial (plot 396)* 
The Clerk had completed the transfer of Exclusive Right of Burial for plot 396 from Mrs 
Adams to the daughter. The additional wording to go on the memorial had been agreed 
via email to be acceptable by the PC; this was formally approved in the meeting.  
f) Approval of memorial design – Mr Barry Love (plot 500) 
The design for the memorial for Mr Barry Love was considered by the PC. Cllr Mulholland 
proposed that the design be approved, all concurred. Clerk to let Ivett & Reed know. 

 
 
 

Cllr 
Mulholland 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10 Planning Committee 
a) 20/1577/TTCA – Old Barn House, High Street, Fowlmere 
Proposal: removal to ground level of T1 - Mature Leylandii tree that is causing structural 
damage to the adjacent wall. There were no objections to the proposal, therefore no 
comments will be returned. 

 
 
 

11 Website accessibility – accessibility statement required by 23 September 
Advice from NALC on parish councils’ website accessibility requirements says that 
councils should have a plan of action and an accessibility statement in place by the 23 
September 2020. The Internal Auditor had advised that the current PC website was quite 
good as most of the documents on it are PDFs; possibly adding an accessibility widget 
might improve navigation of the site. The PC just needs to upload an accessibility 
statement to comply with the requirement. 
Clerk and Cllr Burge to draft an accessibility statement to be approved by the PC and be 
uploaded to the website by 23 Sept. 
The PC also discussed PC-specific email addresses. It was decided that 
‘NAME@fowlmereparishcouncil.gov.uk’ addresses would be best. Cllr Collinson to 
proceed with obtaining the package of PC email addresses along with the domain name 
for possibly hosting a new PC website in the future. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk and Cllr 
Burge 
 

Cllr Collinson 

12 St Mary’s Wall update 
Glen Johnson had submitted photos of the bricks to the Conservation Officer at SCDC, (as 
per conditions for planning approval). He had also made good progress in cutting down 
the self-seeded trees that had pushed the wall over, and in taking down the collapsed 
and buckled section of wall. Most of the trees had seeded in the softer soil within the 
graves themselves. One of the graves near the wall had subsided enough to create quite 
a deep hole that poses a hazard. [After the meeting it was reported that another grave 
next to the wall has a tree growing out of it that needs to be removed and the hole 
filled.] Clerk to notify the PCC, and then ask Hardys to quote to fill in the holes with top-
soil and seed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

13 Bus service 31 
The Public Transport Team at CCC informed the PC that due to problems with 
manoeuvring the bus safely in Chrishall Road because of all the on-street parking there, 
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  Actions 
the bus operator of service 31 was proposing that journeys terminating in Fowlmere 
would do so at the war memorial bus stop instead of on Chrishall Rd; journeys beginning 
or ending at Barley would continue to serve Chrishall Rd and London Rd. The PC did not 
support the route change. It was suggested that the bus can still turn round in Chrishall 
Rd by reversing into the entrance road to the Village Hall and doing a 3-point turn. Mrs 
Woods said that the bus drivers would need to be careful to not knock down any signage 
in the entrance road to the Village Hall. 

14 Road Safety 
a) LHI Application Update* 
Installation of the traffic calming measures will take place between 24 July & 4 August. 
b) SatNav errors* 
Cllr Hobro had circulated to the PC instructions to submit mapping corrections to Google. 
All to action the mapping corrections. 
c) VAS / MVAS poles* 
This matter was discussed in item 7. 
c) Road closures 
There are highway works in Fowlmere from 24 Jul to 4 Aug for installation of the traffic 
calming measures; Long Lane will be closed between 3-4 August. Also, Long Lane will be 
closed from 14-15 Aug 2020 from Rectory Lane to just before Mill Road. 

 
 
 
 
 

All 

15 Trees, Grass and Hedges  
a) Tree Survey update 
TPOs applications have received for emergency work on the 4 trees at the cemetery, and 
the 2 ashes in the moat, but not the G9 group of elms in the moat. Clerk had asked James 
Cantle about this but no reply as yet. The Clerk had also asked Shires for a quote for the 
other tree work in the tree survey. Clerk to approach another 2 tree surgeries for quotes 
for this work. 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

16 Finance & General Purposes  
a) Report from Finance meeting 
Cllr Burge summarised the findings from the Finance meeting regarding income and 
expenditure. The spend in this financial year to date showed that the PC had not spent as 
much as predicted (just over £11,000 versus £13,000). This is positive as the PC will have 
some large expenditure to come such as the tree work.  
b) Approval of updated FPC documents – Terms of Reference, Finance Regulations, 

GDPR register 
Cllr Burge had circulated the updated Finance Committee Terms of Reference and 
Finance Regulations before the meeting. The updates were reviewed by the PC. Cllr 
Roberts proposed that the PC adopt the updated Terms of Reference document, Cllr 
Lennon seconded, all concurred. Cllr Roberts proposed that the PC adopt the updated 
Finance Regulations, Cllr Hobro seconded, all concurred. 
Cllr Burge to finalise the documents, Clerk to upload them to the PC website. 
Cllr Burge and the Clerk will work on updating the he GDPR register and bring to the PC in 
the Autumn. Cllr Wragg thanked everybody for their work on this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Burge / 
Clerk 
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  Actions 
c) Bills to be paid 
Hardy Landscapes - Grasscutting (1 cut June), £762.30 
S W Gardens and Landscapes - Gardening (June), £30.00 
Seniorlink Eldercare - June 2020, £78.04 
E.on Chapel Electricity (1-July-2020 Bill), £89.84 
LGS Services Audit Fee, £150.00 
S Mulholland - refund (items for the cemetery), £23.97 
L Wragg - Zoom Video Comms. Inc. refund, £14.39 
Bills already approved / Direct Debit 
Royal Mail - PO Box delivery (annual fee), £352.50 
K Byrne – Salary (Confidential) 
K Byrne – NEST (refund), £49.21 
Bank Service Charge, £18.00 
OPUS ENERGY LTD - 3 June to 2 July 2020, £119.48 
Cllr Roberts proposed, Cllr Burge seconded that the PC agree to make the payments. 
There were no objections. 

17 Correspondence 
a) July Correspondence List  
The PC noted the correspondence.  
The Clerk to write and thank Mr Sheldrick for carrying out the tree work on the High 
Street so quickly.  
Cllr Burge suggested that the PC could put in an application for the SCDC Zero Carbon 
grant for bike racks, perhaps for the Butts recreation ground.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

18 Action List Update 
The action list was reviewed and updated.  

 

19 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life  
The metal playground signs have been received from SCDC. Clerk to ask Ian Wilson to 
quote for putting the sign up on a suitable post at the Butts Recreation ground. 

 
Clerk 

 
Date of next meetings: 
There will be no Parish Council meeting in August 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 8th September 2020  – Location TBC 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 20th October 2020  – Location TBC 
 
The meeting closed at 22.42 

 

*These items had already been worked on by the PC and only required updating, noting or approval at 
the meeting.
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C19 Local Outbreak Control Plan 
The Government announced in May that part of its national strategy to manage and control the pandemic is for 
every area in England to develop a Local Outbreak Control Plan for COVID-19 by the end of June 2020. In 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough our OCP builds on existing outbreak plans and relies on working closely with 
our local communities to reduce the risk of transmission of the infection, establish systems to identify new cases 
and reduce outbreaks. Where clusters of new COVID-19 cases arise we will identify them swiftly, and working 
with Public Health England Health Protection Team, will put measures in place to control them, so we can 
support the continued lifting of lockdown restrictions and the gradual return to normal life. The link to the plan 
is here: 
file:///C:/Temp/ab098/Downloads/cambridgeshire-and-peterborough-local-outbreak-control-plan-v--.pdf 
New Fostering Campaign 
Cambridgeshire County Council wants to hear from anyone who is considering fostering in order to provide 
support, love and stability to children and young people. 
To emphasise the importance of a stable home children from both Neale Wade academy in March and the 
Thomas Deacon Academy in Peterborough schools have recorded a special ‘Home’ poem on video, which 
highlights which bits of home are important to them. The video delivers a powerful message that no child 
should be without a home and the stability of a family environment. 
Every day over 300 foster carers from across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough give over 1,000 fostered 
children and young people a safe and loving home. 
Cambridgeshire County Council wants to encourage people to find out more about how they can inspire 
children and young people to reach their full potential. During Covid-19 both local authorities have been 
progressing enquiries over the telephone and by video call, but many more foster carers are needed to help 
support children over 10, teenagers and sibling groups. 
If you are over 21 and have a spare bedroom in your home then you should not rule yourself out based on age, 
disability, ethnicity, gender identification, religion or sexual orientation. Carers can be single or in a relationship, 
own or rent their own home, have their own children or be child-free. 
Carers receive payments and allowances to help cover their time and expenses, as well as advice and guidance 
so they are supported every step of the way. 
Cambridgeshire County Council encourages you to find out more about fostering, visit 
the Cambridgeshire website. Alternatively, email fostering@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or call 0800 052 0078. 
BAME Issues 
Cambridgeshire County Council has spoken out about its commitment to tackling inequalities Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic (BAME) communities face every day. 
Cambridgeshire County Council already has two working groups to tackle BAME inequalities – one of which is 
member led and one which is officer led. 
Cllr Criswell has asked that the cross-party Tackling Poverty and Multiple Deprivation working group to consider 
this as part of its work. The working group is already focussing on four key themes: 

x Increasing household income and reducing household costs 
x Improving literacy, increasing education standards, and improving adult skills 
x Strengthening families and communities 
x Promoting long term economic growth 

Library Services 
Book lovers can now order titles and collect them from libraries in Cambridgeshire from next week. 
Following government guidance, Cambridgeshire County Council is starting a phased re-opening of library 
services from Monday 6 July, in line with the latest health and safety guidelines. 
The council’s nine major libraries (Cambridge Central, Huntingdon, St Ives, St Neots, Bar Hill, Cambourne, Ely, 
March, Wisbech) will be re-opening from next week - opening times are available here. 
In order to maintain a safe environment, a number of service changes have been made. Customers will be 
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required to maintain social distancing outside library entrances and once inside the buildings, will not be able to 
browse titles. 
To help people access the books they want, the council is introducing a new service called ‘Select and Collect’. 
Customers can choose titles according to their preferences (e.g. genre, fiction, non-fiction, talking books, 
children’s books etc.) and then collect them from libraries. 
Order a book using Select and Collect here or call the Customer Service Centre on 0345 045 5225. Customers 
will be notified when their books are ready to collect. Reservations will be reintroduced from June 29 to allow 
customers to request individual titles. 
The council plans opening all remaining libraries from 3 August for two days per week and will continue to 
review the situation. 
Library meeting rooms will remain closed and events and activities will not resume until it is safe to do so. 
Mobile library services will also remain closed until further notice. 
Public access IT facilities will be available by appointment only, with a limit of one 45 minute appointment per 
day per customers. 
Read more about our library services here. 
Our archives service is also re-opening; read more here. 
Foxton Travel Hub 
This proposal for the travel (Southern option) was approved at the June 25th Board, however the Officers have 
been asked to re-look in the context of C19 and the benefit to the Local Community.      
There is a new discussion on a bridge crossing on the A10 and leaves this open to National Rail to propose.  
Communities Capital Fund 
The fund was over-subscribed and we are waiting to see if we can access mobile classrooms from County stock 
for both Foxton & Fowlmere. 
Safeguarding Reminder 
Children’s Safeguarding  
If you are concerned that a child may be suffering physical, sexual or emotional abuse or neglect or is at risk of 
significant harm you should contact Children’s Services using one of the following: • Cambridgeshire children: 
0345 045 5203 ReferralCentre.children@cambridgeshire.gov.uk • Peterborough children: 01733 864180 • Out 
of Hours Emergency Duty Team (EDT): 01733 234724 If you are a professional you can report a safeguarding 
concern using the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Safeguarding Referral Form. All telephone referrals will need 
to be followed up in writing within 24 hours by the referring professional.  
Adult Safeguarding  
If you have concerns for an Adult, you should contact Adult Services using one of the following: Cambridgeshire 
County Council • Telephone: 0345 045 5202 • Email: referral.centre-adults@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
Peterborough City Council • Telephone: 01733 747474 • Email: adultsocialcare@peterborough.gov.uk Between 
Monday to Thursday 5pm to 8am and Friday 4pm to Monday 8am, adult safeguarding concerns can be directed 
to the Emergency Duty Team (EDT) – 01733 234724 
Peter McDonald July 6th 2020 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE  
which was held on-line via zoom at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84185100086?pwd=VG5ZVkgxVVVIYzBMdmpQa09DVkZQUT09 
Meeting ID: 841 8510 0086 

Passcode: 694736 
on TUESDAY 28TH JULY at 7:30pm 

 
PRESENT: Cllr P Burge (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr L Wragg, Cllr C Howe, Cllr R Lennon, Cllr S 

Mulholland, Cllr P Collinson and Cllr J Hobro 
IN ATTENDANCE Ms K Byrne (Clerk) and 3 members of the public 
 

Before the meeting began Cllr Burge advised the attendees that the Zoom session was going to be recorded but 
would not be widely distributed. There were no objections.  
Cllr Burge also explained that the role and purpose of the Fowlmere Parish Council Planning Committee is as a 
consultee, and that the decision-making body for planning applications is South Cambridgeshire District Council 
(SCDC). Any individuals wishing to make their own comments on applications can do so through the Greater 
Cambridge Shared Planning portal using the reference numbers on the Agenda, at: 
https://www.applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/  

1. Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton (who was unable to join via Zoom).  

2. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Lennon declared an interest in items 5 & 6, as a resident of Appleacre Park. 
Cllr Roberts declared that she had previously looked at applications related to items 5 & 6, but she comes to 
these afresh. Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any 
application, which goes to SCDC, afresh.  

3. Minutes from Previous Meeting 14th July 2020 – Matters Arising 
The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Burge; he will deliver the signed copy to the 
Clerk. There were no matters arising. 

4. Review of the Planning Committee’s Terms of Reference 
The Committee reviewed the planning Terms of Reference document. Changes were discussed and agreed to in 
the sections on Frequency of Meetings and Public Participation. Cllr Burge will draft updates to the ToR 
document, and present to the PC in the September meeting. 
ACTION – Cllr Burge to draft updates to the planning ToR and present to the PC in the Sept meeting 

5. 20/02635/CLUED – Apple Acre Park London Road, Fowlmere 
Certificate of lawfulness for the continued use of land for the siting of up to twenty touring caravans and up 
to thirty seven static caravans for the purposes of human habitation. 
Cllr Lennon removed herself from the meeting at 19.44. 
[Cllr Burge shared the screen on Zoom to show the relevant documents for this and the following items.] 
Cllr Burge summarised the details of the application, which is for a Certificate of Lawfulness bringing together in 
one application 7 areas of the park which already have permissions. It was unclear why this is required. Cllr 
Burge invited the members of the public to speak; none did so. Cllr Roberts proposed that the PC objects to this 
application and Cllr Wragg seconded, all concurred. 
Fowlmere PC objects to this application. The requested certificate is not necessary to establish the extant 
permissions as these are all already a matter of the record. However, we have a concern that granting the 
certificate as requested will lead to the site being treated as a single planning unit. This would be a material 
change to the conditions in place on the current permissions and should not be permitted. It is clear that 
historically these are all separate planning units and have been considered as such. In the 2018 planning 
appeals (ref APP/W0530/X/17/3183811 and APP/W0530/W/17/3183813) it was clear that the Planning 
Inspector treated these as a series of independent planning units and reached different conclusions for these 
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and as recently as the last application the Planning Authority considered areas A and D of the site 
independently. As such, the treatment as separate planning units is well established - and is not as claimed 
established common ground. It would be undesirable to treat this as a single planning unit due to the 
established materially different considerations for different areas of the site. We are also concerned that the 
wording used in the application deviates from that in the conditions that are in place in the current permissions. 
As such we see no obvious benefit from restating these permissions within a fresh certificate, and see potential 
for inadvertent changes being introduced in the permissions granted and how these operate. 

6. 20/01209/FUL – Land at Chrishall Road, Fowlmere 
Development of 16 No. dwellings – Amendments  
Cllr Burge said that this application had been seen by the PC once before when the PC recommended approval 
of the application with some caveats. The amendments in this application include moving houses 1 – 4 to the 
southwest increasing the distance to the boundary, and reducing some of the driveway parking areas to 
optimise the green space, and updating the cladding to rendering on the houses. 
Cllr Roberts had concerns as to the purpose of the additional area at the bottom of the plan, which has an 
access road to it (this is a drainage field for discharge from the package treatment plant under the public green 
space). Cllr Mulholland said that the highways’ concerns over visibility haven’t been addressed. Cllr Burge 
invited the members of the public to speak; none did so. 
Fowlmere PC has no objections (‘neutral’ stance) to the amendments to the plans in terms of change of position 
of houses and parking areas, and changes to cladding, but the PC does have concerns on 2 points – we would 
like to see the landscaping changed to remove the potential for the road at the end of the close being extended 
in the future for access to the additional land to the south (designated as the drainage field), and we note that 
the visibility splays do not appear to have been amended in this resubmission and share highways concerns that 
these should be improved. 

7. 20/02056/FUL – Springfields Fowlmere Road, Fowlmere 
Steel framed agricultural barn – Amendment (Topographic Survey) 
Cllr Lennon returned to the meeting at 20.09. 
Cllr Burge said that the PC had seen this before (when it had no concerns); the application has been amended to 
now include a topographic survey.  
Fowlmere PC has no concerns regarding the amendment (‘neutral’ stance).  

8. 20/02918/FUL – Land adjacent to 25 Ryecroft Lane, Fowlmere  
Change of use from open space to garden land  
Cllr Burge said that the area of land concerned in this application, although owned by the owners of 25 Ryecroft 
Lane, has a section 52 covering it meaning that it is a designated open space for public use. The PC discussed 
the application, and then Cllr Burge invited the members of the public to speak; none did so. 
Fowlmere PC objects to the proposed change of use from public space to private garden. We are of the view 
that the area should remain as a public open space as designated in the Section 52 agreement as the limited 
areas of public open space available have intrinsic value to the community (accepting that in recent years the 
value has been as a wildlife habitat rather than play space). The Parish Council would be open to the owners 
removing the fence and hedgerow between their garden and this area to improve access for maintenance as 
long as they demarcated the boundary in some other appropriate way. However, we would object to the 
installation of any fencing or other boundary treatments that would act to enclose the area defined by the 
Section 52 agreement and prevent the public having unencumbered access to the land, or any steps to adopt it 
as a private garden or install privately owned items upon it. We would however have no objection to the 
owners tidying up the land within their ownership, in a manner that was in keeping with its designation as 
public open space, so as to improve its visual amenity and accessibility for both themselves and other members 
of the public. 
ACTION – Clerk to make the maintenance of this area a future PC Agenda item. Also ask Phillip Ricketts what 
his view is on maintenance and use of this land. 

9. 20/1623/TTCA – Pavilion End Rectory Lane, Fowlmere  
T.1 Silver Birch – Fell to ground level 
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The application was noted, however, the decision had already been made by the tree officer. Although the 
application came in on 20 July the decision was made by 22 July. 
ACTION – Clerk to write to the tree officer to request that if an application is sent for consultation then it 
should not be decided before the consultee has the chance to discuss it 

10. 20/02688/HFUL – 6 Savile Way, Fowlmere 
Rear second floor extension to existing dwelling house  
Cllr Burge said that the extension does not appear to effect any neighbouring properties. Cllr Burge invited the 
members of the public to speak; none did so. 
Fowlmere PC has no objections (‘neutral’ stance), all concurred. 

 
The meeting closed at 20.35. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL  
which was held on-line via Zoom at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82375921387?pwd=VkJnZERvdklRZHFXczNNalJ0WkpVUT09 
Meeting ID: 823 7592 1387 

Passcode: 676540 
 

FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 7:00 PM 
  

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr P Burge, Cllr C Howe, Cllr P Collinson, Cllr R Lennon 
and Cllr S Mulholland (who joined at 19.06) 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk) and 2 members of the public 
 

 Before the meeting, the Cllr Burge advised the attendees that the Zoom session was going to be 
recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections. 

  Actions 
1 Apologies for Absence 

There were apologies for absence from Cllr J Hobro (on holiday), Cllr L Wragg (on holiday) 
and Cllr M Vinton (unable to join the Zoom meeting).  

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
Cllr Roberts said that as the PC owns some land on Moor Lane therefore all members of 
the PC should declare a non-prejudicial interest in item 4; all concurred. 

 

3 St Mary’s Wall Repairs 
Cllr Roberts said that this work will involve additional finances for the repairs of the wall 
therefore she will hand over to the Chair of Finance Cllr Burge. Cllr Burge said that in the 
process of repairing the section of wall that had fallen down previously, trees and 
shrubbery was removed, and a further section of the wall collapsed. Several Cllrs had 
inspected this new fallen down section, and then asked the current contractor to quote 
for repairing it. The quote received is £4,925.00 for labour only, materials (bricks etc.) will 
be additional to this. The costs for these additional repairs were not anticipated in the 
budget and should therefore come out of the general reserves. The general reserves at 
the start of this FY was just above £32,000, expenditure already agreed this year includes 
cemetery chapel repairs, replacing the cemetery shed, original repairs on St Marys wall 
(totalling approx. £8,000). With this additional repair work the reserves would go down 
to around £18,985.  
Cllr Roberts said that some further costs will be incurred by Shires as they need to clear 
some more shrubbery and tree stumps once the fallen bricks are moved. Cllr Burge said 
that this expense can come out of the maintenance budget. Cllr Burge said that we 
already have planning permission to build a buttress on that section of the wall, so no 
additional planning permission is required. Although the quote is more than the £3,000 
limit above which the PC should obtain 2 other quotes, on this occasion this regulation 
could be waivered because it is not a quote for a new job, it is a continuation of a 
previous job (for which 3 quotes were obtained) and therefore the PC was satisfied that it 
could accept the quote from the contractor currently engaged on the wall’s repair work. 
Cllr Burge proposed that the PC accepts the quote, Cllr Collinson seconded, all concurred. 
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In addition, the PC agreed that up to £500 for materials be approved in this meeting; if 
the cost for materials is more than this then it will be considered again at a later meeting. 
Cllr Burge proposed this motion, Cllr Howe seconded, all concurred. 

4 Registration of Land – 2 Moor Lane, Fowlmere 
Cllr Burge said that the land proposed for registration of the property at 2 Moor Lane 
includes Moor Lane itself. However, it is the PC’s understanding that Moor Lane is a 
public right of way, which allows access to PC’s land at the Clunch (Clay) pit. Cllr Burge is 
currently investigating whether this understanding of Moor Lane being a public right of 
way is correct. The PC can appeal if it has concerns about the registration (the deadline 
for which is 21 Sept 2020). Cllr Burge has looked at historical records including the 
Inclosure Act and there is no evidence that this track was closed at that time. He has also 
inspected the Tithe records, and these do not show Moor Lane as a private parcel of land 
but as a right of way. He plans to also visit the Cambridgeshire archive at Ely and the 
National Archive at Kew to look at the historic surveys and historic conveyances in the 
next couple of weeks. Cllr Roberts said that this is the right approach and thanked Cllr 
Burge for his hard work on this.  All concurred with this and agreed that Cllr Burge should 
proceed as discussed. 

 

 
Date of next meetings: 
PC Meeting    7:30pm Tuesday 8th September 2020  – Online (via Zoom) 
Finance Meeting   TBD  
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 20th October 2020  – Online (via Zoom) 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 17th November 2020 – TBD 
 
The meeting closed at 19.19. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL  
which was held on-line via Zoom 

on TUESDAY 8th September 2020 at 7:30pm  
PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts (who joined at 19.39), Cllr P Burge, Cllr C 

Howe, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr R Lennon and Cllr J Hobro  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Mrs D Woods and 3 members of the public 

  Actions 

 Before the meeting began, Cllr Wragg advised the attendees that the Zoom session was 
going to be recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections. 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton (who was unable to join the Zoom 
meeting) and Cllr P Collinson (who had a last-minute matter).  

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items  
There was none.  

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 21 July & 4 Sept 2020 
The 21st July minutes were reviewed, there was one correction on page 30, which was 
amended.; the minutes were then agreed to be a true record and were signed by Cllr 
Wragg over Zoom. The 4th Sept minutes were reviewed, there was one correction on 
page 38, which was amended; the minutes were then agreed to be a true record and 
were signed by Cllr Wragg. Cllr Wragg will deliver the signed copies to the Clerk.  

 

4 Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only) 
There was none. 

 

 

5 Audit 
The Clerk said the completed AGAR and audit documents were submitted to the external 
auditor (PKF Littlejohn) on 27 July 2020. There have been no queries from PKF Littlejohn 
so far. The notice regarding the exercise of public rights (1 Sept – 12 Oct 2020) has been 
published on the Fowlmere PC website and noticeboard.   

 
 
 

6 Village Hall 
Mrs Woods said that the hall had re-opened this week, with limited groups returning. 
The Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) are working to strict guidelines as 
received from Cambridge ACRE. The Farmers’ Market will be back this week, subject to 
the guidelines and with no refreshments being served. Mrs Woods had arranged a 
meeting with County Broadband and the VHMC at which County Broadband satisfied all 
their concerns. The VHMC have now signed up for County Broadband’s hyperfast fibre 
broadband deal (which will provide free broadband to the village hall in perpetuity). 

 
 

7 County Council Matters 
Cllr McDonald was not present at the meeting but he had sent a report, which is 
attached in Annex A. Useful items from the report have been posted on the PC’s 
Facebook page.  

 
 

8 District Council Update  
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  Actions 
Cllr Roberts said that regarding the Local Plan the list of land put forward in the call for 
sites is now ready; a briefing to district councillors on this matter is due shortly.  
South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) had recently given approval to a planning 
application on Orchard Park on the Cambridge Fringe. This was in spite of the application 
having been previously refused. The latest application had many noted policy breaches 
including having no affordable element. Cllr Roberts was very concerned that with all 
this against it being approved (including a wish by the local parish council for a refusal) 
the application was supported by all the planning committee’s Liberal Democrat 
councillors and was therefore approved. Cllr Roberts was very concerned at the seeming 
disregard for planning policy and the precedent this could set for our local situation in 
Fowlmere. 
Cllr Roberts also had concerns about the 5-year land supply, as it may now have dropped 
to around 5.2 and is continuing to decrease each month. She suggested that this matter 
is put on the Agenda for the next Planning meeting. 
ACTION – Clerk to add 5-year land supply to the next Planning Meeting agenda 
Cllr Roberts also had concerns about SCDC’s finances and their strategy of buying 
commercial properties, with tax-payers money, which is then rented out to generate 
funds, especially in the present climate where the commercial rental business is volatile. 
Maybe Fowlmere PC could write to SCDC about this? Cllr Wragg suggested that he and 
Cllr Burge discuss this matter further outside the meeting.  
ACTION – Cllrs Burge & Wragg to discuss what action FPC should take regarding SCDC’s 
use of tax-payer’s money to buy property for commercial rent 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 

 
Cllrs Burge & 
Wragg 

 The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.  
Mr Luckhurst thanked the PC for their efforts in getting the traffic calming measures 
installed in the village. He expressed his concerns about the number of loaded HGVs 
coming through the village, which are putting the safety of the public and the fabric of 
the road at risk. He suggested a weight limit might be considered in the village. This 
matter was discussed further by the PC in item 16e).  
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.  

 

9 Burial Board 
a) Memorial permission request – Mrs Phyllis Aldous* 
Before the meeting, the design for the memorial for Mrs Phyllis Aldous had been 
considered and approved by the PC via email. This was noted by the PC during the 
meeting. The Clerk informed the PC that the transfer of the exclusive rights of burial for 
plot 692 to Mrs Aldous’ niece was underway. A copy of the Grant of probate is required 
to complete the process, and following this the approved memorial can be installed. 

 
 
 
 

10 Planning Committee 
a) Registration of Land – 2 Moor Lane, Fowlmere 
This matter was discussed initially in the last PC meeting on 4 Sept. Since then Cllr Burge 
had visited the Cambridgeshire archive at Ely and looked at the sale particulars for Lower 
Farm, sold in 1914, and the parcel of land now known as Frognorton, sold in 1901. These 
documents confirmed that Moor Lane was not included in either of those parcels of 
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  Actions 
land. Cllr Burge said that this will allow the PC to raise a query with the Land Registry 
about the basis for the inclusion of Moor Lane in the registration title for 2 Moor Lane. 
Cllr Burge will also visit the national archive at Kew on 18 Sept to look at county surveyor 
documents, (field notes) which may give more details.  
Following discussion, it was agreed that the PC will approve an action in principle that 
after his visit to the national archive, Cllr Burge will prepare a letter of objection on 
behalf of the PC, which will be sent to the land registry before the deadline (12.00 noon 
on 21 September). All concurred. 
ACTION – Cllr Burge to prepare a letter of objection on behalf of the PC, following his 
visit to the national archive 
b) Certificate of lawfulness for a proposed flat roof loft dormer, Wits End Butts Lane 

(20/03382/CL2PD) – for information only* 
The certificate of lawfulness was noted. 
c) Review of the Planning Committee’s Terms of Reference* 
Cllr Burge shared the screen to show the amended document that had been agreed at 
the Planning committee meeting on 28 July 2020. He proposed that the PC accepted the 
changes; all concurred. 
ACTION – Cllr Burge to send the finalised Planning Committee’s ToR document to the 
Clerk; Clerk to upload to the PC website 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Burge 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Burge 

11 Review of Website / PC email addresses 
The Clerk had prepared a draft accessibility statement for the PC to review. NALC advice 
said that councils should have a plan of action and an accessibility statement should be 
in place by 23 September 2020. Cllr Wragg and the Clerk will finalise the accessibility 
statement. 
ACTION – Cllr Wragg and the Clerk to finalise the accessibility statement and circulate 
to the PC before the deadline for comments and approval. 
The PC had previously decided that ‘NAME@fowlmereparishcouncil.gov.uk’ email 
addresses should be purchased. And that the domain name 
‘fowlmereparishcouncil.gov.uk’ be registered to Fowlmere PC. Cllr Collinson to be asked 
to proceed with these actions. 
ACTION – Cllr Collinson to proceed with obtaining the package of PC email addresses 
and registering the domain name for possibly hosting a new PC website in the future 

 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Wragg / 
Clerk 
 
 

 
Cllr Collinson 
 

12 FTTP Broadband in Fowlmere – meeting with County Broadband? 
Cllr Wragg had been approached by County Broadband asking for a meeting – Cllr Wragg 
proposed that does so, along with any other interested parties (Cllr Burge, Cllr Hobro & 
the Clerk) 
ACTION – Clerk to arrange a meeting with County Broadband 

 
 

 
Clerk 

13 Review of Memorial well gates opening 
The PC had been trialling opening the Memorial Well gates at weekends during daylight 
hours since June and during that time the responses received from Fowlmere residents 
were very encouraging, with some requests for it to be extended to every day. The PC 
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  Actions 
discussed this idea and, although there were some reservations expressed, the majority 
agreed to the trial, especially as this would allow the children catching the Melbourn 
school bus in the morning to have more space to socially distance. It was noted that the 
gates will need to be locked again if there are any associated episodes of anti-social 
behaviour. 
It was proposed and agreed that, subject to finding a way to secure the bench to the 
ground, the Memorial Well gates will be left open every day for a further trial period of 2 
months, to be reviewed again in the November meeting. 
ACTION – Cllr Mulholland to take some photographs of the gates and pump, secure the 
bench to the ground, and put a notice on Facebook. Clerk to put a notice on the 
website and noticeboard.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Mulholland / 
Clerk 

14 St Marys churchyard 
a) Repairs to wall* 
In the 4 Sept PC meeting, the PC approved Glen Johnson’s quotation for repairing the 
second section of wall that had fallen. This was £4,925.00 for labour, 25% of which 
(£1,231.00) had been requested to be paid upfront to buy materials. The PC agreed to 
this nem.con. 
Cllr Roberts said that Glen Johnson will start clearing the fallen bricks tomorrow, and 
then Shires will return to grind out the remaining tree stumps and get rid of the ivy. 
b) Trees & holes 
Following Mr Askew’s emails to the PC about a hole in his wall which borders St Mary’s 
churchyard, and other trees along the border which may be undermining another part of 
the wall, it was agreed that Cllrs Burge, Wragg and Mulholland will visit the site.  
ACTION – Cllrs Burge, Wragg and Mulholland to visit Mr Askew’s garden 
At a later date, a meeting with the tree officer and the PCC will be arranged. 
Cllr Mulholland said that he noticed that the old shed in the churchyard appears to 
contain asbestos; this needed to be confirmed and the necessary action to be discussed 
at the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs Burge, 
Wragg & 
Mulholland 

15 Wall adjacent to ‘The Green’ 
The wall on the PC’s side of the fence bordering the property ‘The Green’ on the High 
Street is in danger of falling down and will need repairing perhaps next year, the costs 
for this should be reflected in the budget and precept request for FY 2021-2022. 
It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the owners of The Green’ about repairing the 
wall on Savile Way. [However, after the meeting this was found to be already in hand.] 

 

16 Road Safety 
a) Traffic calming scheme update 
The traffic calming scheme was installed in late July / August 2020. Cllr Howe said the 
loose ends from the scheme had now been tied up. Regarding the correspondence about 
the lay-by at Pipers Close, the number of bollards was only intended to be 2, and the 
grass in the lay-by is now starting to grow again so re-seeding should not be required.  
Cllr Lennon said there had been some complaints about the speed bumps not being even 
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  Actions 
and that the heights are not consistent. Cllr Lennon also expressed concern about cars 
parking on the pavement, especially near the triangle, making things difficult for drivers 
and disabled people. Cllr Roberts said that there are many people who are happy with 
the scheme, and she thanked Cllr Howe and Cllr Wragg for their efforts over 3 years in 
getting the traffic calming scheme installed. Cllr Hobro had concerns about the 20mph 
school sign causing confusion. 
ACTION – Cllr Howe to check whether the school sign can be adjusted and to report the 
inconsistency of the speed bumps to the Highways officers at CCC 
Cllr Mulholland suggested the PC purchased 20mph wheely bin stickers, all concurred. 
ACTION – Clerk to order 20mph wheely bin stickers 
b) Speedwatch 
Cllr Wragg suggested that he and Cllr Howe redefine where the Speedwatch group 
locations. Cllr Howe said he would contact the police officer to request speed monitors 
that go down to 20mph, and then liaise about new speedwatch locations. 
ACTIONS – (1) Cllr Howe to liaise with the police re 20mph speedwatch monitors, and 
agreeing new speedwatch locations; (2) Cllrs Howe and Wragg to consider new 
Speedwatch locations 
c) SatNav errors 
Cllr Hobro said that his suggested change regarding the Butts View mapping error was 
not accepted by Google maps (the only mapping company now not to have this 
corrected). Cllr Hobro will pursue this further with Google Maps. He will also re-send the 
instructions to the PC for how to report the mapping error. 
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to resend instructions for councillors to email Google Maps about 
the Butts View mapping error. 
d) Local Highway Improvement scheme 
The PC discussed whether another application for LHI funding might be submitted now. 
Cllr Howe said that CCC would need more data of speeding issues after the installation of 
the traffic calming scheme before more funding would be approved. He suggested that 
the PC might commission another silent survey. It was agreed that this would be carried 
out in the spring. 
e) HGVs in village  
Cllr Howe said he agreed with Mr Luckhurst’ s concerns about HGVs in the village, and 
that this was an issue the PC has been looking at for several years. The only roads that 
could have a weight restriction would be Long Lane from the Mill Lane junction to the 
war memorial, and Rectory Lane. Cllr Howe will ask the Highways officer to look at 
getting a weight restriction in place now the traffic calming scheme is in place. Incidents 
of HGVs’ inappropriate use in the village could be logged perhaps with the clerk.  
ACTION – Cllr Howe to contact Highways regarding getting a weight restriction  
It was also briefly considered whether Chrishall Road might be declassified as a B road to 
prevent HGVs using it. 
f) Road closures 
Cllr Howe said that the proposed road closure from Fowlmere to Newton is absurd. 

 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Howe 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Howe / 
Cllr Wragg 
 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Hobro 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Howe 
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  Actions 
ACTION – Cllr Howe to draft a note on behalf of the PC to send to CCC  Cllr Howe 

17 Trees, Grass and Hedges  
The PC agreed that the elm tree in the Round Moat near 9 Ryecroft Lane can be felled 
along with G9 dead elm trees scheduled to be felled shortly, on the condition that the 
tree surgeon (from Shires) confirms that it is dead and applies for a TPO permission. 
The reported dead branch on Ryecroft Lane near Johns Close will be removed by Shires 
when they are doing other work in the village. 
Regarding Mrs Joubert’s query about working on TPO trees on her property, the Clerk 
will refer her to the tree officer at SCDC. 
A parishioner had expressed concerns about the trees on Savile Way near ‘The Green’ 
that overhang the road. As these trees belong to ‘The Green’, the Clerk will write to the 
owners to ask if they could have them cut back. 
ACTION – Clerk to write to the owners of ‘The Green’ to ask if they could have the 
trees overhanging Savile Way road cut back. 
a) Maintenance of land adjacent to 25 Ryecroft Lane 
The Clerk had asked Mr Ricketts to advise what might be done with the land, he has yet 
to respond. The PC will further consider what to do when the Section 52 application has 
been decided. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

18 Finance & General Purposes  
Cllr Burge said that the new salary scales for 2020-21 for Local Government Services 
have been published by NALC, with a 2.7% increase. Cllr Burge proposed that the PC 
adopts the new pay scale for the Clerk’s salary, and back-dates payments to April 2020, 
this motion was seconded by Cllr Roberts; all concurred. 
a) Bills to be paid 
Hardy Landscapes – Grasscutting (1 cut August), £762.30 
Seniorlink Eldercare – August 2020, £73.44 
Shire Trees Limited – Removal of ivy, elder & lilac from St Mary's wall, £660.00 
Period Properties – (25% deposit for St Mary's Wall repairs), £1,231.00 
S Mulholland – refund (6 x A4 ring binders), £38.52 
Bills already approved / Direct Debit 
K Byrne – Aug Salary (Confidential) 
K Byrne – Aug NEST (refund), £49.21 
Income  
Peasgood & Skeates – memorial fee (Mr Love), £50.00 

 
 
 

19 Correspondence 
a) September Correspondence List  
The PC noted the correspondence. Regarding the flooding on Long Lane, Cllr Roberts will 
ask for advice from SCDC; Clerk will ask Cllr McDonald to look into the matter. Clerk to 
write to Angharad Hart to say there is concern about the chimney on Swan House.  
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  Actions 

20 Action List Update 
The action list was reviewed and updated.  

 

21 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life  
Cllr Hobro will apply for the SCDC Zero Carbon grant to buy and install bicycle stands at 
various key locations in the village. He will draft a proposal for PC to approve by email.   

 

 
Date of next meetings: 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 20th October 2020  – Online (via Zoom) 
Finance Meeting   7:30pm Thursday 22nd October 2020 – Online (via Zoom) 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 17th November 2020 – Online (via Zoom) 
 
The meeting closed at 22.00 
 

*These items had already been worked on by the PC and only required updating, noting or approval.
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Schools Return Plan 
I have circulated the return to schools plan from Jonathan Lewis. 
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Welcome-Back-to-School.pdf  
This is the guidance on transport. 

 
C19 Mobile Testing 
Mobile testing units are in place across Cambridgeshire this week to make it as easy as possible for people 
to get tested if they have coronavirus symptoms. 
Testing will be carried out at Chapel Road Car Park in Wisbech on Wednesday, 2 September and Sunday, 6 
September, as well as at The Hive Leisure Centre, Ely on Thursday, 3 September and Sunday 6 September. A 
new testing site is also available at One Leisure in Huntingdon on Wednesday, 2 September and Friday, 4 
September. There may be other test centres in the future. Obviously these are only in areas with rising 
infection rates. 
Solar Panel Offers 
Registration opens on solar panels offer for Cambridgeshire residents  
Households across Cambridgeshire can now register for the chance to club together to buy and install solar 
panels at a reduced price. The County Council and District Councils have joined forces with Solar Together 
as part of the initiative to improve energy efficiency and reduce carbon emissions. 
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 Households and small and medium-sized enterprises can now register - for free and without obligation - 
for the group-buying scheme by visiting the website www.solartogether.co.uk/cambridgeshire 
When they register online for their complete solar PV system, applicants will be asked questions about 
their house, roof, and electricity usage.  
The County Council will then arrange an auction with pre-vetted installers on 6 October. The auction is a 
reverse auction, meaning the lowest bid wins. The winning bid sets the price for all solar systems and 
battery systems. All installers are pre-vetted and must comply with certain criteria to guarantee the quality 
of the offer. 
After the auction, applicants will receive a personal recommendation based on their registration details. 
They then have six weeks to decide if they want to take up the recommendation and proceed with an 
installation. 
Solar panels turn sunlight into electricity. In order to use this energy, the panels mounted on a roof need to 
be connected to an inverter using cables. The Solar Together offer is for a complete service, including all 
equipment, survey, installation, monitoring and warranties. Afterwards households or businesses will 
automatically generate their own electricity from the panels on their roof. 
Households that already have solar panels installed can also register to have battery storage added to their 
existing solar panels to maximise the benefits of their system. 
Chairman’s Recognition 
Individuals, businesses and community groups who have tirelessly supported those in need since the start 
of lockdown are to be officially recognised as part of a new initiative. 
Councillor Mac McGuire, Chairman of Cambridgeshire County Council, recently announced a monthly 
scheme to highlight the sterling work of those who have helped communities across the county during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
The scheme is expected to run for at least six months with all councillors asked to put forward suggestions 
each month of people in their wards whose efforts since March, are worthy of receiving an official 
Chairman’s Commendation. 
During the first week of every month the council will issue a special certificate and their details will be 
published in an online roll of honour on the council website. 
Full details of each Member’s nomination can be seen now on the council's website. 
 
Peter McDonald 
Sep 6th 2020 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL  
which was held on-line via Zoom  

on TUESDAY 20TH October 2020 at 7:30pm  
PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr P Burge, Cllr C Howe, Cllr S 

Mulholland, Cllr P Collinson, and Cllr J Hobro  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Cllr P McDonald (who left at 20.29), Mrs D Woods (who left at 
22.02) 

  Actions 
 Before the meeting began, Cllr Wragg advised the attendees that the Zoom session was 

going to be recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections. 
 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton (who was unable to join the Zoom 
meeting) and Cllr R Lennon who was ill. 

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
There was none.  

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 8 Sept 2020 
The 8th Sept minutes were reviewed and were agreed to be a true record, all concurred. 
The minutes were signed by Cllr Wragg, who will deliver the signed Minutes to the Clerk.  

 

4 Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only) 
Cllr Burge attended the East-West rail link meeting on behalf of Fowlmere PC, 
moderated by Anthony Browne MP. The recording is available if anybody wishes to listen 
to it. The alignments they are looking at will not impact the Fowlmere area directly but 
will join the existing track somewhere around Shelford. A range of routes are still being 
consulted on, and the chosen one will be subject to a statutory consultation next year.  
Regarding the last item on the 8th Sept agenda, Cllr Hobro said that he had submitted the 
application for the South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) Zero Carbon grant, after 
circulating to the PC for approval. He thanked Cllr Roberts for supporting the application 
as District councillor. On behalf of the PC, Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Hobro for his hard 
work on this. 

 

 

5 Village Hall 
Mrs Woods said that Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) had invested in 
scarifying and re-seeding the recreation ground, but unfortunately vandals had last week 
visited the grounds and drove vehicles around on the grass churning it up, and scattering 
litter. Some ID was left behind in the litter and Mrs Woods contacted the PCSO, who will 
go and question the individual. However, there were no eye-witnesses. VHMC is now 
considering getting CCTV fitted because the Village Hall is attracting more anti-social 
behaviour during the pandemic with fewer meetings and clubs being held there. Mrs 
Woods would like to offer input from VHMC in agenda item 14. 

 
 

6 County Council Matters 
Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr McDonald for his useful monthly report (attached in Annex A). 
Cllr McDonald said that the numbers around the Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) 
budget for 2021/22 in light of the cost increases and uncertain Government funding is 
looking serious, particularly regarding adult social care during the pandemic.  
Cllr McDonald was disappointed that Anthony Browne MP did not support accepting the 
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  Actions 
Lords amendments to the agriculture bill to embed the UK standards in all imports; Cllr 
McDonald still hopes to persuade him.  
Cllr Roberts said that regarding the flooding in Long Lane, the Parish Council, District 
Council and a near neighbour had all input concerns to CCC. The repair job is booked but 
it could be as long as January before the culverts are cleared, which is not ideal. Also the 
problem may be broken pipe work as well as dirt clogging up the pipes. Cllr McDonald 
said that a works order has been raised, which he will circulate so the PC can check 
exactly what is going to be done. 

ACTION – Cllr McDonald to send works order to the Clerk; Clerk to circulate to the PC 

Before the meeting, Cllr Mulholland had informed Cllr McDonald about the recent 
collision that had recently occurred at the Foxton-Fowlmere crossroads, and asked if CCC 
would consider reconfiguring the junction to avoid further collisions. Cllr McDonald said 
that he had asked the police for the incident numbers in that location and proposed that 
a site visit be arranged with the PC and CCC highways officer. The causes of the incidents 
(e.g. visibility) and possible mitigations will be explored. 
ACTION – Cllr McDonald to arrange a site visit to the junction with a highways officer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
McDonald / 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
McDonald 

7 District Council Update 
Cllr Roberts said that the SCDC offices are closed again due to the rise in the Covid-19 
numbers. This is making communication between officers a little more difficult. There is 
grant money from SCDC to support vulnerable people during Covid. This was discussed 
further in item 18. 

 
 

 The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.  
There was none. 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.  

 

8 Burial Board 
a) Work on grave plots  
Hardy Landscapes submitted a quotation for work to level and re-seed 9 graves at the 
cemetery. This was £320.00 plus VAT. Cllr Burge proposed that the PC accepts the quote; 
Cllr Roberts seconded, and all concurred. 
ACTION – Clerk to inform Hardys 
b) Additional inscription to Jelley memorial 
The design for the memorial for Mr Jelley was considered and approved by the PC. 
However, the plot (619A) will require a transfer of the exclusive rights of burial. 
c) Grass cutting 
Mr Cobb had written to the PC to report that there had been some damage to his wife’s 
memorial stone on grave plot 416. The bottom of the headstone had been clipped by the 
grass mowers. Cllr Mulholland confirmed this was so. Cllrs Mulholland and Wragg are to 
meet the contractor to discuss this and how the repairs will be paid for.   
ACTION – Cllrs Mulholland and Wragg to meet Hardys; Cllr Mulholland to respond to 
Mr Cobb to let him know the PC is addressing the issue. 
Cllr Mulholland also said that the last grass cutting session was a messy job with grass 
cuttings being scattered widely not just in the cemetery but throughout the village. He 
will ask Hardys to quote for collecting grass cuttings in the cemetery, at least between 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs 
Mulholland & 
Wragg  
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  Actions 
the graves.  

9 Planning Committee 
a) 5-year land supply 
Cllr Roberts said that the full list is now available for land submitted for the upcoming 
Local Plan (which will be consulted upon in 2021). A lot of land has been put forward 
from the villages. Anybody selling a property will have to declare if land next to them is 
being considered as land supply for development. Therefore, the sooner the list is 
whittled down to the final list, the better for residents trying to sell their property. 
Regarding the present land supply Cllr Burge said that the planning inspector had 
clarified that there is a 5.4 year land supply and apologised for the previous error 
suggesting it was less than this; Cllr Roberts said she is not reassured that the 5-year 
supply is robustly above 5 years.  
b) Response to planning white paper 
Cllrs Burge, Wragg and Roberts are going to draft a response on Friday, and circulate to 
the PC to approve, possibly by Saturday as the deadline is Thursday 29 October 202. 
ACTION – Cllrs Burge, Wragg and Roberts to draft a response to planning white paper 
and circulate to the PC before submitting by 29 October. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs Burge, 
Wragg & 
Roberts 

10 Review of Website / PC email addresses 
a)  Future website considerations 
Cllr Collinson said the Clerk had submitted paperwork to register the domain name 
‘fowlmereparishcouncil.gov.uk’ in September but there has been no response so this 
needs to be sent electronically. 
ACTION – Clerk to resubmit the paperwork electronically 
Once the domain name has been registered the email address can be purchased. 
The finalised accessibility statement had been approved by the PC (via email) and 
uploaded to the Fowlmere PC website. However, the Clerk said a number of accessibility 
non-compliances remain with the current PC website, along with other issues such as 
how to add more information to the restrictive page layout. The Clerk asked if a small 
working group could be formed to consider the website. Cllrs Collinson, Hobro, and 
Mulholland volunteered. 
ACTION – Clerk to obtain full administrative permissions to the FPC website from the 
web designer, and then organise a meeting of the website working group. 
b)  PC email addresses 
See above.  

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 

11 St Mary’s churchyard 
a)  Wall repairs 
The first section of wall has been completed, and the Invoice submitted. This is for the 
remaining £3,840 from the quoted £5,120 after having already paid the 25% (£1,280) in 
July. The second section of wall is expected to be completed in the next couple of weeks. 
Cllr Roberts said that the repaired wall is looking really good. A further piece of wall is 
starting to bulge out and may need rebuilding in the next year or two. 
b) Trees & holes 
Since the last PC meeting Cllrs Burge and Wragg had visited Mr Askew’s property to 
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  Actions 
inspect the hole in the wall; they also looked at all the trees in St Mary’s Churchyard 
regarding their maintenance. It was agreed that the SCDC tree officer should make a site 
visit to say what was permissible before any planning applications are made to SCDC and 
the Diocese. The PCC should also be invited to attend.  
ACTION – Clerk to arrange a site visit to St Mary’s churchyard with Tree Officer Miriam 
Hill  
c) Shed 
The old shed in the churchyard does contain asbestos. Cllr Mulholland said that he would 
liaise with the church wardens regarding the shed, and also mention that there are a 
number of wobbly headstones in the churchyard too. 
ACTION – Cllr Mulholland to liaise with Lisa Turner regarding the shed, and the wobbly 
headstones 

 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Cllr 
Mulholland 

12 Road Safety 
a) Speedwatch 
Cllr Howe said he had contacted the SpeedWatch police officer. He will ask him to make 
a site visit to choose where the appropriate SpeedWatch locations should be.  
ACTION – Cllr Howe to arrange site visit with SpeedWatch officer 
The Foxton SpeedWatchers have the correct kit to monitor down to 20mph, which the 
Fowlmere SpeedWatchers can share. Cllr Wragg has reset the MYSI so that it can 
monitor vehicles travelling above 20mph (as well as above 30mph). 
ACTION – Cllrs Howe and Wragg to identify new locations for the MYSI 
Cllr Howe said he had flagged up the height difference of the speed bumps to CCC officer 
James Toombs, and will report back. A resident in Chapel Lane had contacted Cllr Howe 
about the obtrusiveness of the 20mph roundels painted on the road. Cllr Howe had 
explained that the traffic calming measures have to be a certain distance from each 
other so other features would probably have to move. Cllr Howe had reported this to the 
James Toombs too but it is unlikely anything can be done about this.  
Cllr Roberts had been asked if the School Sign near the entrance to the church could be 
moved. The PC felt that this should remain there. Cllr Roberts will report back to the 
resident. 
The Deer signs were then discussed (see item 12f). 
b) SatNav errors* 
Cllr Hobro said that a resident on Butts View had reported to him that there are still 
HGVs going down Butts View incorrectly. He asked the resident to monitor occurrences 
of this. Google maps has made changes to their mapping data for Butts View but it has 
been marked as a temporary road closure rather than a permanent road closure, and 
had unfortunately marked the closure as somewhere on the Butts Industrial Estate. Cllr 
Hobro will continue to attempt to get this corrected. 
c) HGVs in village  
Cllr Howe said he had contacted the Highways Department again about getting a weight 
restriction in the village but the response was not very helpful. Cllr Howe suggested 
people could report on HGVs going through the village at anti-social hours, with a view 
to writing to companies to request that they stop this.  
Cllr Howe said he will also look into getting the B1368 road declassified. 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Howe 
 
 
Cllrs Howe 
and Wragg  
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  Actions 
d) Road closures 
Details of road closures affecting Long Lane from 9 Nov and Rectory Lane from 24 Nov 
(associated with telecommunications ducting) have been put on the FPC website.  
e) Long Lane flooding 
This was discussed in item 6 above.  
f) Deer signs 
Cllr Roberts asked Cllr McDonald why the Deer Signs have still not been installed. Cllr 
McDonald said that CCC has the signs and a draft work order, which he will obtain a copy 
of and circulate to the PC regarding the locations.  
ACTION – Cllr McDonald to circulate the Work Order for the Deer Signs. Clerk to collate 
comments on deer signs work order and send to John O’Brien 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
McDonald / 
Clerk  

13 Trees, Grass and Hedges  
a) Elm trees in the moat 
The consent to the Shires TPO application has been received from SCDC to fell the G9 
dead elm trees in the Round Moat, and additionally an elm tree behind 9 Ryecroft Lane. 
Shires quoted 1-2 days to fell the G9 elms at £650+VAT/day. With the additional tree, 
Shires quoted 2-3 days. The PC agreed that this quote is acceptable. 
James Cantle from Shires had warned that all the elm trees in the Round Moat were in 
danger of succumbing to Dutch Elm Disease, as had Ian Lorman in his tree survey report - 
see the discussion on ongoing monitoring and management of elm trees (Chapter 16). 
ACTION – Clerk to write to Ian Lorman / Forestry Commission / to ask for their advice 
on managing the elm trees in the moat. 
Cllr Collinson said he had had a response from the Pebbles foundation (Cambridge 
Water) regarding grant money that may be used to develop habitats within the Round 
Moat. He will follow this up. Cllr Mulholland suggested a working group to review what 
might be done in the long term with the Round Moat. 
ACTION – Cllrs Mulholland, Collinson, Howe and Roberts to meet and discuss what 
might be done in the long term with the Round Moat  
b) Trees on Savile Way 
A parishioner had previously expressed concerns about the trees on Savile Way that 
overhang the road and brush against high-sided vehicles that are driving out of Savile 
Way. They also reduce light to the houses nearby. There was some discussion as to 
whether these trees are on PC land or land belonging to the property ‘The Green’. 
ACTION – Cllrs Mulholland, Collinson, Howe, Roberts and the Clerk to assess which 
trees are causing the problems 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllrs 
Mulholland, 
Collinson, 
Howe & 
Roberts 
 
Cllrs 
Mulholland, 
Collinson, 
Howe & 
Roberts 

14 Bus Service 31 
Several months ago, the turning of Bus Service 31 on Chrishall Road had become an issue 
because of on-street parking on the other side of the road making it difficult to reverse 
around the corner from London Road. The idea of turning the bus around by reversing 
into the entrance road to the Village Hall on Chrishall Road and doing a 3-point turn had 
not worked out as the bus driver had knocked into the neighbouring fence several times. 
The bus driver had then tried going into the Village Hall, turning round in the car-park 
and then exiting via the entrance road, which is not acceptable or safe. They had been 
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  Actions 
told they are not allowed to do this, so the bus service is now terminating those journeys 
at the war memorial in the centre of Fowlmere. 
Mrs Woods said that the VMHC objects to the 31 bus going into the Village Hall grounds, 
especially if the bus then exits via the entrance road as this is dangerous. It is an access 
road only not a public highway and there are many pedestrians in the area. 
Cllr Wragg suggested that double yellow lines at the corner of Chrishall Road may once 
again allow the bus to reverse around the corner safely. Cllr Burge suggested that if the 
planning application behind Apple Acre is approved there may be scope in the future to 
provide a turning area for the bus in Chrishall Road. 
ACTION – Clerk to write to bus company to ask which part of the road needs to be clear 
in order for the 31 bus to reverse safely into Chrishall Road, and say there may be 
scope to have a turning area on Chrishall Road in the future 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 

15 Remembrance Sunday arrangements 
The Rector Angela Melaniphy had asked for volunteers to steward the Remembrance 
Sunday service on 8 November, to ensure people are socially distanced. They are to turn 
up at the War Memorial at 10.10am. Cllr Roberts and Cllr Hobro volunteered. 
The PC discussed contributing £50 to the Royal British Legion (to pay for the wreath plus 
a donation). Cllr Roberts proposed this, Cllr Howe seconded and all concurred. 
ACTION – Clerk to prepare a cheque for the Royal British Legion and get 2 signatures 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
16 Remote Meeting Policy 

Cllr Wragg said that Zoom meetings are not covered in our Standing Orders and if they 
are to continue the PC should have a policy for how they are conducted.  
ACTION – Cllrs Wragg, Roberts & Burge to draft a remote meeting policy 

 
 
Cllrs Wragg, 
Roberts & 
Burge 

17 Christmas window competition 
The PC discussed Cllr Lennon’s idea for a Christmas window competition where residents 
create a modest decoration in their windows or gardens. The PC supported the idea of 
this as a community activity, and approved in principle to provide a modest sum for 2 
prizes from Section 137 money. 

 

18 SCDC Covid grant to support vulnerable people 
The deadline to apply for the SCDC grant is 21 October. Cllr Roberts proposed that the PC 
applies for the grant, Cllr Burge seconded and all concurred.  
ACTION – Clerk to submit the grant application 

 
 
 

Clerk 
19 Finance & General Purposes  

a) Audit (2019-2020)* 
The Clerk informed the PC about two comments on the audit from the external auditor: 
one about the variance in income from 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 not having a sufficient 
explanation (which the Clerk then provided), and a comment on the significant gap 
between signing the AGAR and the period of notice beginning. This will be noted on their 
report.  
b) Defibrillator 
Christopher Sargeant from the Chequers agreed in principle to hosting a defibrillator. 
The charity London Hearts Defibrillator had written to the PC offering a grant to buy a 
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defibrillator. The minimum donation required is £1195.00 and the grant is £200 meaning 
the present minimum required donation would be £995. Costs of other defibrillators will 
be considered and other recurrent costs before a decision is made. 
c) Electricity supplier 
The Clerk informed the PC that the fixed-term contract with Opus electricity for 
streetlighting was coming to an end and if a new agreement was not reached the 
standard rate which will apply will almost double the current prices. 
Cllr Burge said that as the PC had agreed last year that Opus were the most competitive 
supplier, and their renewal quotes are still competitive with other companies quotes 
from last year, the PC should accept Opus’s new quote for a 3-year fixed term; all 
concurred. 
ACTION – Clerk to accept Opus’s 3-year fixed term quote for streetlighting 
Clerk to explore using ‘The Big Deal’ for a new electricity contract for the cemetery 
chapel. 
d) Wheely bin stickers 
Quotes for 20mph wheely bin stickers: £57.56 for 48 (£1.20 each) from eBay, £59.99 for 
50 (£1.20 each) from mywheeliebin.com, £63.96 for 48 (£1.33 each). The PC agreed to 
purchasing 50 stickers. 
ACTION – Clerk to purchase 50 20mph wheely bin stickers 
e) Bills to be paid 
E.on Chapel Electricity (31 July-2020 Bill), £39.51 
Hardy Landscapes - Grasscutting (1 cut September), £762.30 
Seniorlink Eldercare - September 2020, £68.40 
S W Gardens and Landscapes - Gardening (Sept), £30.00 
Shire Trees Limited - Cemetery work on 4 trees, £1,380.00 
Shire Trees Limited - Removing stumps at St Mary's wall, £210.00 
Shire Trees Limited - Felling 2 x ash trees in Round Moat, £1,800.00 
S Mulholland – refund (25% deposit for cemetery shed), £70.00 
S Mulholland – refund (HD Security bracket with fixings), £39.99 
L Wragg – refund (Zoom - September and October), £28.78 
K Byrne – refund (Stamps), £9.88 
K Byrne – (Reimbursement for HMRC payment), £32.08 
Agriplant – Protected verges (2nd cut), £900.00 
Glen Johnson (Period Properties) – original repair work to St Marys Wall, £3,840.00 
Bills already approved / Direct Debit 
OPUS ENERGY LTD - 3 Aug to 2 Sept 2020, £129.06 
K Byrne Salary, confidential 
K Byrne - Sept salary (backpay), confidential 
K Byrne - NEST refund, £49.21 
Bank Service Charge, £18.00 
Opus Energy Ltd - 3 Sept to 2 Oct 2020, £135.85 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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Income  
SCDC, precept (2nd half instalment), £20,940.00 
CCC Grass Cutting Contribution, £927.74 
These payments were approved. 

20 Correspondence 
a) October Correspondence List  
The PC noted the correspondence.  
Regarding the residents who wish to plant bulbs along St Mary’s Wall, the PC has no 
objections but they should be aware that weedkiller will be applied once the restoration 
work is complete and they should make sure that the bulbs are not too close to the wall. 
Regarding the layby opposite Pipers Close, Cllr Hobro offered to take a look to see if 
there is a case for another bollard as requested. 
Regarding HGVs in the village, Cllr Howe said that if Chris Luckhurst wants to provide 
information such as names of companies and times of HGVs going through the village he 
can email them to him. 
Regarding the condition of the Swan House, the PC is still concerned about its condition.  
ACTION – Clerk and Cllr Roberts to send a further email to the SCDC Conservation 
Officer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk / Cllr 
Roberts 

21 Action List Update 
The action list was reviewed and updated.  

 

22 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life  
Cllr Lennon’s Christmas Window competition; ideas for the future of the Round Moat to 
be explored. 

 

23 Correspondence with Land Registry 
a) Motion to move to closed session 
Cllr Burge proposed, Cllr Roberts to move to a closed session, all concurred. The details 
of this section of the meeting are not minuted. 

 

 
Date of next meetings: 

Finance Meeting   7:30pm TBD     – Online (via Zoom) 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 17th November 2020 – Online (via Zoom) 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 15th December 2020 – Online (via Zoom) 

 
The meeting closed at 22.22 

*These items had already been worked on by the PC and only required updating, noting or approval.
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Cambridgeshire County Report 
The Country is starting to look at the budget for 2021/22 and what savings may be necessary in the light of 
C19. It doesn’t make great reading. 
 

Draft Revenue Budget 
In order to balance the budget in light of the cost increases and uncertain Government funding, savings, 
additional income or other sources amounting to at least £32.8m are required for 2021-22, and a total of 
£75.7m across the full five years of the Business Plan. This assumes a relatively swift recovery following the 
initial impacts of the pandemic on service delivery and is predicated on the following general assumptions:  

 A low likelihood of a second peak requiring a further national lockdown  
 Tracking and tracing is relatively successful in containing the spread of the virus  
 A vaccine is available within 12 months  
 A soft, open lockdown, with social distancing eased over summer 2020-21  
 Demand does not return to pre-COVID levels due to economic and social impacts  

I will update you as the budget discussion progresses.  
 

Children in Care 
There are currently 699 children in care in Cambridgeshire vs. a country target of not more than 600 so the 
service is still under pressure. Of the 699, 602 had pathway plans into adulthood but of course this is 
problematic with employment opportunities. 
 

Climate Change Recognition 
Cambridgeshire’s work to respond to the climate change emergency has been recognised after it was highly 
commended for a prestigious national award. 
The County Council’s Climate Change and Environment strategy – underpinned by evidence from PhD 
students at Cambridge University – was highly commended at the Leadership in responding to the Climate 
Emergency category of the MJ Awards 2020. 
The Council agreed in May 2019 to make a declaration of a Climate Emergency and through its 
collaboration policy research exchange programme with Cambridge University produced an evidence base 
of carbon emissions across the county. 
Two carbon footprints were developed, one for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough which included all 
greenhouse gas emissions that occur in the county (excluding peatland) broken down across key sectors 
such as transport, domestic buildings and commercial services; and the second for Cambridgeshire County 
Council alone. 
The council used this evidence to develop its draft Climate Change and Environment Strategy - with cross 
party support, and a vision ‘to deliver net zero carbon emissions for Cambridgeshire by 2050 in partnership 
with all stakeholders, whilst supporting our communities and Cambridgeshire’s biodiversity and 
environmental assets to adapt and flourish as our climate changes’. 
This vision has already started to be translated into real action. The council has added a specific priority into 
its Business Plan which concentrates on helping Cambridgeshire reach this net zero carbon target by 2050 
and set up a £16million Environment Fund to take all the Council’s offices it owns and occupies off fossil 
fuels by 2025 and cut its organisational carbon footprint by 50% by 2023. The Council procures £450million 
of services every year for Cambridgeshire communities and it will be working with its supply chain to 
reduce carbon emissions. 
Cambridgeshire County Council has been leading the way in prioritising climate and environment issues for 
some time. Through its initial energy investments the Council has set up a self-financing unit to focus on 
energy project delivery. Initially this covered schools and a solar farm, but has now been extended to cover 
battery storage and smart-grid development. Since then the authority has invested £11m in schools to 
improve energy efficiency, resulting in energy bill savings of £910,000 a year. 
 
C 19-Related Activities in October 
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Hardship funds – the County are supporting the set-up of the hardship fund for Peterborough and linking 
with all other City and district council on their schemes. Organising an awareness campaign to run across 
city, council and district areas and linking and supporting the Government £500 support fund which 
launches from mid October. 
Halloween and events – planning a campaign to support our revised information about running events into 
the winter which will begin with advice around Halloween with information around trick or treating. Plan is 
to offer tips on alternative Halloween celebrations, which are COVID-safe. As part of this we are also liaising 
with radio stations across Peterborough and Cambridgeshire about how to run COVID-secure events more 
generally throughout the autumn and winter, how to do things differently and the support which the 
council can provide. All of this campaign work will link to a new guidance section on for our websites about 
events planning, including a checklist of things event organisers need to consider and a risk assessment. 
Local contact tracing – working with the local media on a feature on the Peterborough system – and 
preparing support materials for when the wider roll out of the system is planned across Cambridgeshire. 
Care homes – working with the CCG to increase comms for care homes. There will be renewed messages in 
newsletters to care home staff about the need to consider actions out of work. 
Flu vaccination – From the 5 October, the national flu campaign will be starting – which is also an essential 
part of planning for this winter. We will sharing the national resources with both external and internal 
audiences. We will working with the CCG on their local and targeted approach to encourage uptake in 
vulnerable groups. So far there has been one clinic at IWM Duxford for front line staff. 
 

Agriculture Bill 
I hope you don’t mind me posting what is a semi-political campaign on behalf of our farmers in S Cambs. 
We are supporting the ‘Save British Farming’ campaign not to accept imports with lower standards than our 
own UK farmers have to adhere to. It will be voted on October 12th and the Government has said they wont 
accept the Lords amendments to embed the UK standards in all imports. We have a meeting with Anthony 
Browne Oct 9th to lobby him to support he Lords amendments and vote against the Government ! 

 
Caption: Myself plus 2 SCDC Councillors and Paul from Cambridge for Europe 
This campaign is supported by Jamie Oliver and Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall. 
https://twitter.com/jamieoliver/status/1310116225213661184?s=20 
 

Peter McDonald 
Oct 6th 2020 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE  
which was held on-line via zoom 

on TUESDAY 3RD November 2020 at 7:30pm 
 

PRESENT: Cllr P Burge (Chairman), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr R Lennon, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr J Hobro and Cllr 
P Collinson  

IN ATTENDANCE Ms K Byrne (Clerk), 2 members of the public who left at 19.55 
 

Before the meeting began Cllr Burge advised the attendees that the Zoom session was going to be recorded but 
would not be widely distributed. There were no objections.  

1. Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton (who was unable to join via Zoom), Cllr Roberts (who was 
out of parish) and Cllr C Howe (who had a work commitment).  

2. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Burge declared a pecuniary interest in item 6 as a neighbour. 

3. Minutes from Previous Meeting 18th August 2020 – Matters Arising 
The minutes were agreed as a true record, and were signed by Cllr Burge; he will deliver the signed copy to the 
Clerk.  
Matters arising regarding item 8 from 18 August the minutes, Cllr Burge, Wragg and Roberts had prepared and 
submitted a response to the Planning White Paper on behalf of the PC on 28 October 2020. 
With regards to item 5 from the 14 January 2020 minutes, the Cherry Tree Field, Shepreth Rd application 
(S/4252/19/FL) for conversion of cowsheds to a 3 bedroom house, the application has been referred to SCDC 
Planning Committee for the 11 November meeting. Cllr Burge suggested that depending on the officer’s report, 
someone from the PC should attend. Cllr Burge or Wragg will attend on behalf of the PC, depending on their 
availability. The committee agreed to this, there were no objections. 
ACTIONS – Cllr Burge or Wragg (depending on availability) to attend the SCDC planning meeting on 11 Nov 
Regarding item 8 from the 28 July minutes, the Land adjacent to 25 Ryecroft Lane application (20/02918/FUL) 
for change of use from open space to garden land, the SCDC planning officer was recommending approval. 
Following discussion, the PC was satisfied that the application could be made through delegated powers and did 
not need to be referred to the Planning Committee provided that the stated conditions are applied. Cllr Lennon 
proposed that the application could be decided under delegated powers, Cllr Collinson seconded; all concurred.  

4. 20/03916/HFUL – Robins Nest, Long Lane, Fowlmere 
Conversion and extension of existing garage to provide home office and games room 
[The screen was shared on Zoom to show the relevant documents for this and the following 2 items.] 
Cllr Burge summarised the application. The appearance from the front of the property would be largely 
unchanged with the conversion. Fowlmere PC has no objections to this application (‘neutral’ stance). 

5. 20/03290/HFUL – Brooklyn, Long Lane, Fowlmere 
Replacement porch 
Cllr Burge summarised the application. Cllr Hobro said that the proposed changes improved the appearance of 
the front. Fowlmere PC has no objections to this application (‘neutral’ stance). 
Cllr Burge left the meeting at 19.57 and handed the Chairmanship to Cllr Wragg. 

6. 20/04274/REM – Land to the rear of 1 Westfield Road, Fowlmere 
Approval of matters reserved for access, appearance and layout following outline planning permission 
S/4112/17/OL for development of 1 No. detached house as part of the SCDC Right to Build Vanguard 
It was felt that there was overuse of windows on the west elevation which may produce glare, and that these 
may overlook and be overbearing to the neighbouring properties. Overall it was felt that there were too many 
windows and an inadequate traffic plan. Cllr Wragg said that if the applicant improved the fenestration and the 
traffic management plan then the PC may not object to the application. 
Cllr Mulholland proposed, and Cllr Lennon seconded, all concurred with the following comments: 



 

    14 

Fowlmere PC objects to this application.  
1) Fowlmere Parish Council considers that the excessive use of glass on the south-west facing rear of the 
property may cause an unacceptable glare to neighbouring properties, as well as providing an excessive amount 
of overlooking. A significant reduction in the area of glass could be acceptable to us. 
2) The traffic management plan seems quite formulaic and does not take into account the constraints of the 
locality with just 2 contractor parking spaces allocated on site. The primary school is very near by and it has a 
dedicated car-park for staff, which is owned by the County Council. Whilst this parking area is in principle open 
to the public, the planning permission for this car-park (S/0653/93/F) makes it clear that this area was intended 
mainly for school staff use. If the car-park were to be overrun with contractors it would cause considerable 
difficulty to the school, so the PC requests that a condition be placed that contractors do not park in this area. In 
addition to this, there must be timing constraints placed on all vehicle and delivery movements for the safety of 
the school children similar to the precedent set with S/0084/17/DC, and a requirement that a banksman be in 
place to oversee all vehicle manoeuvres.  
The meeting closed at 20.10 
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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL  
which was held on-line via Zoom  

on TUESDAY 17TH November 2020 at 7:30pm  
PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr P 

Collinson, Cllr R Lennon and Cllr J Hobro  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Cllr P McDonald (who left at 20.23) and 2 members of the 
public 

  Actions 

 Before the meeting began, Cllr Wragg advised the attendees that the Zoom session was 
going to be recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections. 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton (who was unable to join the Zoom 
meeting) and Cllr C Howe (who had a work commitment). 

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
There was none.  

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 20 Oct 2020 
The minutes were reviewed and were agreed to be a true record, all concurred. The 
minutes were signed by Cllr Wragg, who will deliver the signed Minutes to the Clerk.  

 

4 Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only) 
Regarding item 9b), Cllr Burge said that he, and Cllrs Wragg and Roberts had prepared 
and submitted a response to the Planning White Paper on behalf of the PC on 28 
October 2020. Regarding item 14, the Clerk had written to the manager of the bus 
company, who replied that at least 10m of clear road would be needed to allow room for 
the bus to swing and then park safely on Chrishall Road; he thought double yellow lines 
would not be popular with residents and would be difficult to police; he said they would 
gladly service the bus stop if in the future a turning area could be provided on Chrishall 
Road.  
Regarding item 8c) Cllr Roberts said a quote for repairs to the damaged headstone had 
been received.  
Regarding the Zero Carbon grant application (item 4), Cllr Hobro said he had submitted 
another version of the grant application to British Cycling, applying for funds to purchase 
cycle racks. He thanked Cllr McDonald for alerting him to that. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5 Village Hall 
Mrs Woods was not present at the meeting and did not submit a report.  

 
 

6 County Council Matters 
Cllr McDonald submitted a written report (see Annex A).  
Additional to this, Cllr McDonald announced a county-wide Test and Trace scheme, 
needed as only 60% of people possibly infected by Covid-19 are being reached. It will be 
a joint venture between Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) and South Cambridgeshire 
District Council (SCDC). Officers will contact people and ask them to phone a local 
number, if that doesn’t work then an officer from CCC or SCDC carrying local authority 
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  Actions 
identification will go to the address to speak to the person. The verification number to 
check the identity of the tracer is 0345 045 5219. After 2 Dec, South Cambridgeshire will 
go back into a tier system (possibly tier 2). Suitable text for social media, PC website and 
noticeboard will be sent when the scheme launches on Thursday 19 Nov. A leaflet about 
the local Test & Trace scheme may be distributed to every resident (550 will be needed). 
ACTIONS – publicity re local Test & Trace scheme to be provided and distributed to 
villagers 
Regarding the flooding on Long Lane, Cllr McDonald has been in touch with Jonathan 
Clark (at CCC Highways) to say a full survey is required; he will update the PC as to when 
this is going to happen. Cllr McDonald has yet to arrange a site visit at Foxton junction 
with a highways officer.  
Regarding the Deer signs, these are due to arrive shortly. Cllr McDonald will send an 
email regarding the location; Cllr Roberts will meet the officer. 
There are grants available to help businesses during Lockdown 2. These comprise: 
Category 1 – for companies that have had to close (rateable value for 4 weeks of 
closure); Category 2 – for companies that haven’t had to close but have been severely 
impacted (up to £3,000); Category 3 – for businesses that were unable to get a grant 
(hardship category). These will be dealt with on a case by case basis. Businesses are 
encouraged to apply through SCDC website or through Cllr Roberts. 
ACTION – business grant information to go on FPC Facebook, website and noticeboard 

 
 
 
Cllrs 
McDonald / 
Mulholland / 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr 
Mulholland / 
Clerk 

7 District Council Update 
Regarding the Greater Cambridge Local Plan, each parish has been invited to a Workshop 
(one person per village). Cllr Roberts had attended a session herself where they 
discussed the importance (especially in this area) about water supply, as well as green 
issues. The extra dwelling numbers required will be, as a minimum 3,900, as a medium 
9,800 and as maximum 26,300. Regarding water availability, the minimum number could 
be accommodated, the medium number would be a problem, and for the maximum 
number of dwellings adequate water provision would be almost impossible to achieve. 
Stephen Kelly had advised that this is not the time for parishes to get involved in 
discussions about the land supply list, they should wait until next year (until the sites are 
sorted and refined). Cllr Roberts said that as well as considering housing needs for the 
future, the government and SCDC need to understand that the quality of life for people 
already living in this area needs to be seriously considered and could be impacted with 
further development. Cllr Wragg said that he has a copy of the Stantec Greater 
Cambridge Local Plan report on integrated water management which he will circulate to 
the PC. Cllr McDonald commented that the water supply makes extensive housing 
development not sustainable in this area.  

 
 

 The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.  
There was none. Cllr Wragg invited the members of the public to speak; they declined. 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press.  

 

8 Road Safety 
a) Long Lane flooding 
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  Actions 
This was discussed in item 6. 
b) Deer signs 
This was discussed in item 6. 
c) Traffic calming / Lay-by 
Cllr Howe was not present but he had submitted some comments pertinent to this item 
and items 8d & 8g below, which Cllr Wragg read out. 
Cllr Howe had reported the height difference of the speed bumps to CCC officer James 
Toombs but he had not yet heard back. Cllr Howe had also reported the obtrusiveness of 
the 20mph roundels painted on the road in Chapel Lane to the James Toombs, who 
replied: “The roundels where placed due to distances given to us by legal guidance and 
avoidance of driveways (due to the turning manoeuvres in and out, which would wear 
the lining more quickly). We would have some sway on location by a few metres 
however there are a few issues with re-locating the roundels. As this is a change we 
would need to pay for the lining company to return to carry out the works, and we are 
currently in the process of closing the final accounts so would not be able raise an order 
through the current LHI. Also, the way we would remove the road markings. As the lining 
is done in thermoplastic, to remove the line cheaply and effectively we would need to 
use a thermal lance. As such this would leave an outline of the roundel where it is 
currently location. Albeit this will not be white in colour as per its current visual but it 
will still have a visual impact at that location.” 
Cllr Howe had forwarded this to the resident, who replied: 
“If the roundel were moved about 10m towards the entrance to Chapel Lane then it 
would be in a location between two hedges (still in front of our property), without being 
in front of a driveway or directly in front of any properties with windows overlooking it. 
The distance from this roundel to the end of the road on one side and to the next 
roundel on the other is around 90m, so I would hope that this is within the sway on 
location that they talk about. Would you be happy to request this? I do feel that it is 
important to locate these markings with consideration for their visual impact, just as the 
impact of the noise generated by the speed bumps was taken into account.” 
Cllr Hobro removed himself from the meeting for this discussion and vote, as he had a 
pecuniary interest in it. The PC discussed the matter. Cllr Roberts moved that the PC take 
no action; all concurred. 
ACTION – Clerk to let the resident know the outcome of the discussion re the roundels 
Cllr McDonald remarked that several neighbouring parishes had commented that they 
would like a traffic calming scheme like the one recently installed in Fowlmere. 
Cllr Hobro said regarding the lay-by opposite Pipers Close, he had been told by Highways 
that it is too late to make any changes to traffic calming through the LHI funding, but 
adding an extra bollard could be funded privately under a Highway’s Improvement 
Scheme. Cllr McDonald advised that it would cost £500 to have a survey done, plus the 
cost of putting an extra bollard in the lay-by. He advised the PC might wait 3-6 months to 
see if the grass recovers; the PC concurred with this. 
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to let Mr Allen know the outcome of the discussion re the lay-by 
d) Speedwatch  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Hobro 
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  Actions 
Cllr Howe was to arrange site visit with SpeedWatch officer but he is waiting for 
lockdown to end. Cllrs Howe and Wragg were to identify new locations for the MYSI but 
they are also waiting for lockdown to end. 
e) SatNav errors* 
Cllr Hobro has continued to pursue Google map to change their maps but has not yet 
managed to do so. Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Hobro for his efforts. 
f) HGVs in village 
Cllr Howe had suggested that the PC put a paragraph in the FaTN to get people to send 
details of HGVs in the village. Cllr Howe also said a silent survey may be carried out but 
this would need to be after lockdown. Cllr Howe reported that he had emailed highways 
and was waiting for a reply regarding getting the B1368 road declassified. 
g) Road closures 
Regarding the M11 J10-11 closure and diversion scheduled for Jan & March 2021, the PC 
had emailed CCC Highways with concerns that the diversion traffic might take a short cut 
through Fowlmere, the response was: “My colleague has recently used the same 
diversion route, and we installed additional signage to ensure the villages were not used 
as a cut through, I believe this was successful. The signs used could state the following 
“Ignore sat nav, follow diversion”, “unsuitable for HGV’s. We understand that the roads 
mentioned can be used as a short-cut, so we would use suitable signage to reduce the 
issue.” 
Cllr Howe had written that he assumed those signs would go at the junctions between 
the B1368 and A505, and between the A10 and Shepreth Road, depending on which 
direction of the M11 is closed. He proposed that the signs should also say ‘No through 
route for diverted vehicles’ and that if we find there is a significant increase in traffic 
during the first closure period, they need to find an alternative for the second. They 
should also delete the aberrant apostrophe in their proposed wording “…HGV’s” so that 
it read “HGVs”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 Reports from Meetings Attended  
Cllr Vinton had attended the Duxford Neighbours’ Forum on 12 November, and had 
circulated a report.  
Cllr Burge had represented the PC at the SCDC Planning meeting on 11 November (this 
was discussed further in item 20b).  
The Clerk had attended the SCDC Communities Duty meeting on Covid-19 on 4 
November; the meeting was recorded and is online. The £200 Covid grant money has 
now been received (see item 16b).  

 

10 Burial Board 
a) Memorial Stone request Mrs Gillian Burgess (plot 723) 
The Clerk said the transfer of Exclusive Rights of Burial for plot 723 to Mrs Burgess’s 
niece is currently underway. The PC had received the memorial stone design via email 
before the meeting. Cllr Mulholland said that the stone is very similar to Mr Burgess’s 
stone and entirely appropriate. He proposed that the PC accepts the design, Cllr Roberts 
seconded, and all concurred. 
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  Actions 
ACTION – Clerk to inform the funeral directors (Dignity Funerals) 
Mr Cobb had received quotes for repairs to his wife’s memorial stone. Cllrs Wragg and 
Mulholland had met with Martin Hardy to discuss the matter, he accepted liability for 
the damage and therefore repairs. Cllr Mulholland proposed that the quotes be passed 
to Martin Hardy to resolve. Cllr Wragg said he would contact Martin Hardy to pass on the 
quotes.  
ACTION – Cllr Wragg to contact to Martin Hardy regarding the memorial stone 
Cllr Mulholland said that Ian Wilson’s work is progressing on the Chapel, and the shed 
will be delivered in the next couple of weeks.  
Cllr Mulholland also reported that he and Cllr Burge had planted 25kg of daffodil bulbs in 
the border of the old and new cemetery. Cllr Wragg thanked them for their hard work. 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Wragg 
 
 

11 Planning Committee 
a) 5-year land supply 
Cllr Roberts said that SCDC still maintains that there is at least a 5-year land supply. 
b) Greater Cambridge Local Plan 
There is a Workshop on Tues 1 December, 2-4pm on the Greater Cambridge Local Plan. 
Cllr Burge offered to represent the PC at that meeting. There were no objections. 

 
 
 
 
 

12 Review of Website / PC email addresses 
a)  Future website considerations 
Cllr Collinson is still trying to register the domain name. He is searching through a list of 
website providers and will make a recommendation with pricing in due course. 
The Clerk has asked the current website designer for full administrative permissions to 
the PC website but has yet to hear back. There are some current issues with the website 
such as no longer being able to upload Minutes.  
ACTION – Cllr Collinson and the Clerk to liaise regarding a new website and sorting out 
the issues with the current website 
b)  PC email addresses 
Once the domain name has been registered the email address can be purchased or a 
whole new package for website with emails addresses may be an option. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Collinson 
/ Clerk 
 
 

13 St Mary’s churchyard 
a)  Wall repairs 
The wall repairs are complete and the weedkiller has been applied along the wall. The 
final invoice of £4,735.10 has been received, which is the remaining 75% for labour 
(£3,694.00) and £1,041.10 for materials. Cllr Roberts suggested that the PC write to Glen 
Johnson to thank him for his excellent work on the wall. All concurred. The PC’s thanks 
will also go in the FaTN Dec issue. 
b) Trees & holes 
Cllrs Burge and Mulholland had recently met the Churchwardens Liz Nottage and Lisa 
Turner to look at the trees in St Mary’s Churchyard. The Churchwardens were happy 
with the work recommended in the tree report; they also agreed to the additional work 
on some of the other cemetery trees. Cllr Mulholland drew the Churchwardens’ 
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  Actions 
attention to 2 unstable headstones; it was agreed that laying them down was the safest 
option, which was done. The PCC said the diocese arranged an inspection of the Church 
building and Churchyard every 5 years, however, the ICCM (Institute of Cemetery and 
Crematorium Management) recommends that headstones should be inspected annually 
for stability. Cllr Mulholland suggested to the Churchwardens that they meet annually (in 
mid-summer) with the PC to discuss general churchyard maintenance to prevent a 
recurrence of runaway growth damaging the wall and to inspect the memorials for 
steadfastness, which was agreed by the wardens.   
Cllr Burge said that the Churchwardens are planning on making improvements such as 
widening the front path and improving the noticeboard, which the PCC will pay for. 
c) Shed 
Cllr Mulholland pointed out to the Churchwardens the asbestos in the old shed, but they 
were already aware of it and had a plan to deal with it.  

14 Trees, Grass and Hedges  
Cllr Burge said that the leaf clearing on the Green / Savile Way should be carried out 
now; there were no objections. 
ACTION – Clerk ask Hardys to proceed with leaf clear 
Regarding the bush that overhangs the road on Savile Way, Cllr Mulholland said it is on 
PC land and should be cut back. Cllr Collinson proposed that the bush be cut to about 
half a meter back from the kerb; Cllr Roberts seconded, all concurred. The gardening 
contractor Sam Wilson to be asked first and if not interested in the work, Hardy 
Landscapes should be asked.  
ACTION – Clerk to ask Sam Wilson to cut back the bush  
The PC will consider contacting the owners of ‘The Green’ regarding their trees in spring. 
The trees in moat were discussed further in item 19a). 

 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 

15 Christmas competition 
Cllr Lennon said that the Christmas competition idea had changed following a meeting 
with church leaders, who will be doing their Advent window displays (as last year). The 
PC will now do a garden display with scarecrows.  Cllr Mulholland had prepared leaflets 
which have been distributed to all residents. Cllr Lennon said that the prizes are being 
provided by Tesco, The Chequers, and Bury Lane farm. The PC will provide lights for the 
sleigh. If Covid rules allow there will be elves on the sleigh and children walking behind 
the sleigh. The church is setting up a Fowlmere at Christmas Facebook page, which 
anybody in the community can contribute to. Cllr Lennon will meet again with the church 
group, and any other interested parties, to plan together what happens next Christmas; 
they will also make plans for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022. The PC thanked Cllr 
Lennon for all her hard work. 

 

16 Finance & General Purposes  
a) Audit (2019-2020)* 
The Clerk said that the external audit for 2019-2020 is complete and she has posted the 
Notice of Conclusion of Audit and the AGAR sections 1, 2 & 3 (including the External 
Auditor Report and Certificate) on the Fowlmere PC website and noticeboard. 
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  Actions 
b) SCDC Covid grant  
The PC has received the £200 Covid grant from SCDC. As approved in the Finance 
meeting on 12 November, Cllr Wragg, Cllr Burge and the Clerk have delegated powers to 
make a payment from the grant money to any suitable cause or resident requiring 
emergency funds during Lockdown 2. 
c) Precept Budget 
The PC reviewed the precept budget proposal for 2021-2022 that Cllr Burge had 
prepared and circulated before the meeting. Cllr Burge summarised the proposal (which 
was discussed in detail in the Finance meeting on 12 November). In order to carry out all 
the planned activities for next year such as maintaining our green spaces, and to build up 
the PC’s slightly depleted reserves to a level able to support future anticipated projects, 
it was calculated that the precept budget would be £47,730. This would increase the 
Band D precept in Fowlmere from £72.65 to £82.82, and would bring Fowlmere more in 
line with our neighbouring parishes.   
Cllr Burge proposed that the PC increases the precept budget by 14% to £47,730, this 
was seconded by Cllr Roberts; all concurred. Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Burge for all his hard 
work on this. 
ACTION – Clerk to submit the precept proposal to SCDC 
d) FPC Policy documents 
The Clerk and Cllr Burge had updated the FPC Processing Register and the FPC Risk 
Assessment documents which the Finance Committee had reviewed and approved on 
12 November. Cllr Burge proposed that the PC adopts the FPC Processing Register and 
Risk Assessment documents, Cllr Lennon seconded; all concurred. 
ACTION – Clerk to upload the updated Risk Assessment documents to the FPC website 
Cllr Hobro had emailed the PC before the meeting suggesting that the PC may wish to 
adopt SCDC’s policy on safeguarding. The SCDC policy delegates to CCC which in turn 
delegates to the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Safeguarding Partnership board. Cllr 
Hobro said a web search showed that many other PCs have a safeguarding policy. Cllr 
Roberts agreed that the PC should have a safeguarding policy as councillors do 
occasionally go into residents’ homes. Cllr Hobro proposed that he contacts the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Safeguarding Partnership board to ask for advice and 
a Safeguarding document that the PC can comply with.  
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to contact the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Safeguarding 
Partnership board 
This to be discussed further in forthcoming meetings. 
e) RoSPA repairs quote 
Ian Wilson had submitted a quote for the RoSPA repairs, which was £301.17. The PC 
accepted this quote. 
f) Defibrillator 
Cllr Burge and Cllr Lennon had looked at other possible suppliers of defibrillators and 
grants that may be available. Cllr Lennon said that DIPS is a charity that provides 
defibrillators (one is provided on AppleAcre Park, which is open to all the village to use). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Hobro 
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  Actions 
The charity will come out after lockdown to give a demonstration, which the PC thought 
was a good idea. 
g) Bills to be paid 
E.on Chapel Electricity (28 Oct Bill), £87.26 
Hardy Landscapes – Level & re-seeding 10 graves, £420.00 
Hardy Landscapes – Grasscutting (1 cut October), £762.30 
Seniorlink Eldercare – October 2020, £70.70 
S Mulholland – refund (Daff bulbs for cemetery), £49.95 
PKF Littlejohn – Audit Fee, £360.00 
Glen Johnson (Period Properties) – additional repair work to St Marys Wall, £4,735.10 
L Wragg – refund (Zoom - November), £14.39 
K Byrne – (Reimbursement Wheely Bin stickers), £57.56 
Royal British Legion wreath and donation (cheque), £50.00 
Bills already approved / Direct Debit 
Opus Energy Ltd – 3 Oct to 2 Nov 2020, £159.96 
NEST – October pension contributions (Direct Debit), £50.41 
Income  
SCDC (Community Covid grant), £200.00 
Dignity Funerals Ltd (Fee for interment of Mrs Gillian Burgess), £320.00 
The bills were approved, however, the bill for Chapel Electricity was considered to be 
significantly high – competing quotes from other suppliers should be sought. 
ACTION – Clerk to seek quotes from other electricity suppliers for the cemetery Chapel  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

17 Correspondence 
a) November Correspondence List  
The PC noted the correspondence. Regarding the communication about the road verges 
on Pipers Close & Chrishall Road, this is a County Council matter so the query should be 
passed on to Cllr McDonald / Highways. 

 

18 Action List Update 
The Action List was reviewed and updated. It was agreed that in future the list should be 
circulated when the minutes are drafted, so councillors have several weeks before the 
next meeting to carry out any actions. 

 

19 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life  
a) Pebble fund for Round Moat 
Cllr Collinson had applied for funding from Cambridge Water Pebble (biodiversity) Fund 
for Friends of the Round Moat. £2,000 of the £3,554 applied for has been granted. This 
money is to carry out the following work: general habitat improvement work; wildflower 
groundwork and seeds; bat boxes including professional installation; owl boxes including 
professional installation; various bird species and dormouse boxes; insect frames. 
Cllr Collinson suggested that for habitat management the PC could confer with RSPB. Cllr 
Mulholland said that the ivy reduction could be done zone by zone, and the grass could 
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  Actions 
be better managed by asking Hardys to cut the middle of the area leaving the grass to 
grow on the banks to encourage wildflower growth. 
ACTION – Cllr Collinson to prepare a programme of delivery and letter of intent; Clerk 
to sign the payment details form and the T&Cs 
Disabled access provision will not be funded by this grant money, and if carried out 
needs to be financed separately. Cllr Mulholland, Howe and Collinson in their meeting 
had discussed ideas about disabled access from Ryecroft Lane and from the Green / 
Savile Way. Cllr Mulholland said that a ramp with guard rails could be installed cross the 
concrete gulley that is currently the route in from the Green; this would provide access 
for wheelchairs and buggies etc. These ideas and others such as lowering the kerb at the 
Ryecroft Lane access point and moving the Moat Sign will be considered further in 
future meetings. 
b) FaTN 
Ideas to include in the Dec/Jan issue included the Christmas competition, the Christmas 
tree in Memorial Well, Local Contact tracing, HGVs going through the village. 
c) Memorial Well gates 
The PC has received several positive comments about the panels for Remembrance 
Sunday. Regarding putting a Christmas tree in the Memorial Well, it was agreed that the 
positioning of the tree, and whether the gates will be opened in the daytime and locked 
at night-time, or otherwise, will be decided at the time of assembling and decorating the 
tree by those who are present. It was also agreed that after the Christmas tree is taken 
down the gates will be re-opened again as before. 

 
 

Cllr Collinson 
/ Clerk 
 
 

20 Motion to move to closed session 
a) S/4252/19/FL – Shepreth Road Planning application 
b) Correspondence with Land Registry 
Cllr Burge proposed that the meeting moved to a closed session, Cllr Collinson seconded, 
all concurred. The meeting moved to a closed session at 22.20. No Minutes were 
recorded for these items. 

 

 
Dates of next meetings: 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 15th December 2020 – Online (via Zoom) 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 19th January 2021  – Online (via Zoom) 
 
The meeting closed at 22.36 
*These items had already been worked on by the PC and only required updating, noting or approval.



Annex A – Cambridgeshire County Councillor Peter McDonald’s Report – 
November  

68 

Cambridgeshire County Report 
C19 Case & Mortality Numbers Cambridgeshire 

 

 
 
New Lockdown measures from Thursday Nov 5th 12,01 am 
Information relating to businesses: 
To reduce social contact, the Government has ordered certain businesses and venues to close. These 
include: 

x all non-essential retail, including, but not limited to clothing and electronics stores, vehicle 
showrooms, travel agents, betting shops, auction houses, tailors, car washes, tobacco and vape 
shops. 
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x indoor and outdoor leisure facilities such as bowling alleys, leisure centres and gyms, sports 
facilities including swimming pools, golf courses and driving ranges, dance studios, stables and 
riding centres, soft play facilities, climbing walls and climbing centres, archery and shooting ranges, 
water and theme parks, 

x entertainment venues such as theatres, concert halls, cinemas, museums and galleries, casinos, 
adult gaming centres and arcades, bingo halls, bowling alleys, concert halls, zoos and other animal 
attractions, botanical gardens; 

x personal care facilities such as hair, beauty and nail salons, tattoo parlours, spas, massage parlours, 
body and skin piercing services, non-medical acupuncture, and tanning salons 

Food shops, supermarkets, garden centres and certain other retailers providing essential goods and 
services can remain open. Essential retail should follow COVID-secure guidelines to protect customers, 
visitors and workers. Non-essential retail can remain open for delivery to customers and click-and-collect. 
Playgrounds can remain open. Hospitality venues like restaurants, bars and pubs must close, but can still 
provide takeaway and delivery services. However, takeaway of alcohol will not be allowed. 
Hotels, hostels and other accommodation should only open for those who have to travel for work purposes 
and for a limited number of other exemptions which will be set out in law. 
 
C 19-Related Central Government Business Support 
Financial support: 
The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme will be extended through November. Workers in any part of the UK 
can retain their job, even if their employer cannot afford to pay them, and be paid at least 80% of their 
salary up to £2500 a month. The flexibility of the current CJRS will be retained to allow employees to 
continue to work where they can. Employers small or large, charitable or non-profit are eligible and 
because more businesses will need to close, they will now be asked to pay just National Insurance and 
Pensions contributions for their staff during the month of November – making this more generous than 
support currently on offer. 
 
The Job Support Scheme will not be introduced until after Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme ends. Here is 
a link to the new style Employment and Support Allowance. 
The Self Employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS) will last for six months, from 
November 2020 to April 2021. Grants will be paid in two lump sum instalments each 
covering a three-month period. The first grant will cover a three-month period from 1 November 2020 until 
31 January 2021. The Government will provide a taxable grant covering 55% of average monthly trading 
profits, paid out in a single instalment covering 3 months’ worth of profits, and capped at £5,160 in total. 
The grant will be increased from the previously announced level of 40% of trading profits to 80% for 
November 2020. This therefore increases the total level of the grant from 40% to 55% of trading profits for 
1 November 2020 to 31 January 2020. 
The second grant will cover a three-month period from 1 February 2021 until 30 April 2021.The 
Government will review the level of the second grant and set this in due course. 
The grants are taxable income and also subject to National Insurance contributions 
 
Peter McDonald 
Nov 2nd 2020 



 

    15 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE  
which was held on-line via zoom 

on TUESDAY 24TH November 2020 at 7:30pm 
 

PRESENT: Cllr P Burge (Chairman), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr C Howe, Cllr R Lennon, Cllr J Hobro and Cllr P 
Collinson  

IN ATTENDANCE Ms K Byrne (Clerk) 
 

Before the meeting began Cllr Burge advised the attendees that the Zoom session was going to be recorded but 
would not be widely distributed. There were no objections.  

1. Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton (who was unable to join via Zoom); Cllr S Mulholland and 
Cllr Roberts were absent. 

2. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Wragg declared that the location of the application in item 6 is quite near to his house, but the PC felt that it 
is not so near as to pose a conflict of interest. There were no other declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes from Previous Meeting 3rd November 2020 – Matters Arising 
The minutes were agreed to be a true record, and were signed by Cllr Burge; he will deliver the signed copy to 
the Clerk.  

4. 20/04223/HFUL – 20A Pipers Close, Fowlmere 
New access from London Road and extension to the existing parking area to create on-site parking and 
turning 
[The screen was shared on Zoom to show the relevant documents for this and the following 2 items.] 
Cllr Burge summarised the application. Cllr Wragg said that the new access layout seems sensible and does not 
present any safety concerns. It would be no more dangerous than the existing access. 
Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections to this application (‘neutral’ stance). 

5. 20/04374/HFUL & 20/04375/LBC – Lower Farm, Homestead Barn, Long Lane, Fowlmere 
First floor extension, alterations and additions to fenestration; rear dormer in thatched roof; internal 
alterations to ground and first floor. Resubmission of S/3220/19/LB 
Fowlmere PC had seen an earlier version of this application last year (for which the PC had stated it had no 
issues). This application is a modification which seeks to address some concerns that the Conservation Officer 
had previously raised. Cllr Burge suggested that as this was an improvement on the former application then the 
PC might still have no concerns and could submit a neutral response. Cllr Collinson proposed this motion, Cllr 
Wragg seconded, all concurred. 
Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections to this application (‘neutral’ stance). 

6. 20/04410/HFUL – Fieldside, Thriplow Road, Fowlmere 
Proposed two storey side and single rear extensions and additional half first floor, with first floor rear box 
dormer and secondary site access from Thriplow Road 
Cllr Burge summarised the application. The height of the roof in the proposed plan will be increased by 
approximately 0.6m compared with the existing roof; it would extend to about 1.7m from the neighbour’s 
fence, and will be about 6.7m to the neighbour’s side window, although the proposed roof will be sloping. 
Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections to this application (‘neutral’ stance). However, the PC would like to 
make officers aware that the neighbouring property has a window in its north-east (side) elevation that may be 
affected by the height of the proposed extension’s roof. The PC would encourage officers to consider whether 
this has any implications in terms of light to the neighbour’s window. 
 
The meeting closed at 19:51. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL  
which was held on-line via Zoom  

on TUESDAY 15TH December 2020 at 7:30pm  
PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr P 

Collinson, Cllr R Lennon (who joined at 19.43) and Cllr J Hobro  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms K Byrne (Clerk), Cllr P McDonald (who left at 20.23), Mrs D Woods and Mr 
Luckhurst 

  Actions 

 Before the meeting began, Cllr Wragg advised the attendees that the Zoom session was 
going to be recorded, but would not be widely distributed. There were no objections. 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Vinton (unable to join the Zoom meeting) 
and Cllr C Howe (family commitment). 

 

2 Declaration of Interest in agenda items 
Cllr Hobro declared a pecuniary interest in items 4 & 8 (pertaining to the roundels). 

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 17 Nov 2020 
The minutes were reviewed and were agreed to be a true record, all concurred. The 
minutes were signed by Cllr Wragg, who will deliver the signed Minutes to the Clerk.  

 

4 Matters Arising not covered in the agenda (for information only) 
Before the meeting, Cllr Howe had written that he had a Matter Arising from the 17 Nov 
Minutes regarding item 8c (Roundels). Following contact from the resident, Cllr Howe 
had looked at the location of the roundel on Chapel Lane and agreed that it has an 
unfortunate impact on the environment, which could be reduced by moving it slightly. 
Cllr Howe suggested that he could find out whether moving the roundel would be 
feasible without moving the adjacent ones, and if so what the cost would be. If the cost 
was prohibitive, perhaps the roundel could be repainted in a slightly different location 
(when the time comes to repaint the roundels).  
[This was discussed further in item 8] Cllr Mulholland suggested that the PC might not 
have seen all the correspondence regarding the roundel. 
ACTION – Clerk to collate all the correspondence regarding the roundels on Chapel 
Lane and circulate to the PC  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

5 County Council Matters (written report) 
Cllr McDonald had submitted a written report (see Annex A). Additional to this, Cllr 
McDonald said that South Cambridgeshire may go up a tier due to the high numbers of 
Covid cases in other parts of the county. So far 280 Covid cases have been passed to the 
local test and trace service with 83% completed. Cllr Hobro asked how this compared 
with those being handled nationally? Cllr McDonald didn’t know but said he would find 
out. It was agreed that the percentage now being reached is a vast improvement. 
ACTION – Cllr McDonald to find out how many test and trace cases are being handled 
locally compared with nationally 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
McDonald 
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  Actions 
Cllr Burge asked what the financial exposure is for Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) 
regarding the loan for This Land. Cllr McDonald said there are no material financial 
concerns. 

6 District Council Update 
Cllr Roberts said regarding the consultation on the land supply list, South Cambridgeshire 
District Council (SCDC) had decided to bring this forward and approach parishes for their 
comments as soon as possible, for them to make some initial comments. 
The press release proposing to build 25,000 houses somewhere near Bassingbourn / 
Whaddon / Meldreth had been big news this week. District councillors directly involved 
had attended an initial briefing. Cllr Roberts will make sure Fowlmere PC is included in 
the next briefing to parishes. Cllrs Roberts, Wragg and Burge will be attending a meeting 
regarding this tomorrow night; they will circulate a report afterwards. 
ACTION – Cllr Wragg and Burge to circulate a report from the meeting regarding the 
proposed development for 25,000 houses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 
and Burge 

7 Village Hall 
Mrs Woods said that she had applied for and received a Zero Carbon grant from SCDC 
for a complete energy survey at the Village Hall (VH). The VHMC has installed CCTV at 
the VH which Mrs Woods has remote access to; she will monitor it regularly. VHMC are 
going to put up an 18inch barrier, with retractable posts, across the access to the field 
near the VH entrance to stop vandals driving vehicles onto the field. The VHMC is hoping 
to re-open the VH in January, subject to Covid guidance. Cllr Wragg thanked Mrs Woods 
for her efforts.  
The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press.  
There was none. Cllr Wragg invited the members of the public to speak; they declined. 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press. 

 
 

8 Road Safety 
a) Flooding (Long Lane & Pipers Close) 
Cllr Wragg said that a site meeting had been held last week on Long Lane with himself, 
Cllr McDonald, Cllr Roberts and Dennis Vatcher (from CCC Highways). Cllr McDonald said 
that test drills were made along the road to see where problems are with the drains, and 
that initial clearing and cleaning had been carried out. The results from the test drills are 
required and then Highways can work on the drains accordingly and deal with the pot-
hole. Cllr Roberts said that the hole had temporarily been filled in.  
b) HGVs through village 
Before the meeting, Cllr Howe had produced a report ‘Traffic Strategy plus Appendices’, 
and circulated it to the PC. Cllr Wragg said that no decisions should be made in this 
meeting with Cllr Howe not present. The PC will go back to the HGV issue in January 
subject to Cllr Howe being present. Cllr Roberts said that in the site meeting on 14 Dec 
HGVs through the village was also discussed, so the highways officers are already aware 
of the issues. Cllr Wragg said that information from residents regarding HGVs would be 
needed. A quiet word to the companies involved from Cllr Roberts or Cllr McDonald 
might be the next step. 
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  Actions 
The idea of chicanes being added to Long Lane to slow traffic down was discussed (as the 
temporary traffic cone in the pot-hole seemed to have been having this effect), but it 
was thought that Highways would not support placing chicanes as there was insufficient 
traffic in both directions to justify them. Mr Luckhurst offered to monitor and report on 
the effect on speed of the traffic cone. 
ACTION – Cllr McDonald to check if CCC Highways will still allow chicanes to be used 
c) Speedwatch  
Speedwatch sessions have been suspended for the foreseeable future. However, if 
anybody has any suggestions regarding locations and directions of travel for future 
Speedwatch sessions a list will be compiled.  
d) SatNav errors* 
Cllr Hobro said that the change has been added to Google Maps, and there had been an 
improvement in the number of vehicles trying to get through to the Industrial Estate, 
although some of the addresses are still being routed incorrectly. Cllr Hobro is following 
this up.  
Regarding Butts View, Cllr Hobro also said that residents are unhappy about cars parking 
on the road during the school run making it impossible to get past, and that the 
residents had asked if the PC can do anything. Cllr Hobro suggested that the PC could put 
a sign on the corner of Butts View or put notes under windscreen wipers of cars who 
park there. Cllr Mulholland suggested that the PC may informally suggest to the school 
headmaster to include a map when they next circulate a reminder of where people 
should park when dropping off children at school. 
e) Road closures (scheduled) 
There were no road closures additional to those mentioned in the last PC meeting. 

 
 
 
 
Cllr 
McDonald 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 Reports from Meetings attended  
Cllr Burge attended a Planning meeting, see item 11a. Cllr Collinson attended several 
meeting, see item 20a. 
Cllr McDonald and Mr Luckhurst left the meeting at 20.29. 

 

10 Burial Board 
a) Recent burials 
Mr Pile had been interred in plot 389 on 8 December 2020. 
Regarding the transfer of ERB for plot 692 from Mrs Phyllis Aldous to Mrs Erica Vallis (her 
niece), a completed form of Assent had been received but no Grant of probate. Mrs 
Vallis’s solicitor said ‘It has not yet been possible to apply for the Grant of Probate. At this 
stage, I can provide you with a certified copy of the Will of Phyllis Aldous which confirms 
the appointment of Erica Vallis as Executor.’ However, our grave ownership document 
says that a Grant of Probate is required. The PC advised that advice should be sought 
from ICCM (Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management). 
ACTION – Clerk to seek advice from ICCM 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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  Actions 
Cllr Mulholland said that regarding the repairs to the gravestone, he had asked Mr Cobb 
to get a quote on headed paper as the matter was going to be settled via insurers, and 
he is still awaiting this. He will pass it on to Martin Hardy when it has been delivered. 
b) Repair works progress 
Cllr Mulholland said that the old shed has been dismantled and Ian Wilson will dispose 
of it shortly. The repairs to the Chapel are still ongoing. 
c) Electricity supplier 
The electricity supplier at the cemetery chapel is being switched from E.on to EDF via an 
agent (Love Energy Savings). The standing charge/day is 25p compared with 48p (for 
E.on), Unit/Kwh is 17p compared with 23.64p. A 3-year contract with EDF was agreed by 
the Clerk, the Chairman and the Chair of Finance, and is due to start on 20 December. 
The Direct Debit needs to be set up, and the Clerk is to read the electricity meter before 
the contract begins. 

11 Planning Committee 
a) Local Plan update 
Cllr Burge went to a presentation on 1 Dec in which SCDC brought Parish Councils up to 
speed on the local plan and planning options with low, medium and high-growth 
strategies. Pros and cons of different scenarios were discussed. Water supply was a 
major consideration. From the floor the planners were asked about changes in working 
practices, commuting etc. and whether SCDC are planning for a future that might never 
happen. Cllr Burge had asked about locking in affordable housing and the importance of 
not selling the stock on. Cllr Burge observed that the lack of a strategic regional plan may 
make local planning difficult for individual regions.  
b) Cherry Tree Field update 
Cllr Burge had spoken on the PC’s behalf at the November SCDC Planning Committee 
meeting where this application was discussed. The fallback position argued within the 
planning officer's report for S/4252/19/FL, and which was instrumental in the committee 
reaching their decision, was not legally correct. This application is to be discussed again 
in a future SCDC Planning Committee meeting. Fowlmere PC has engaged the planning 
consultant Philip Kratz on this matter who remains instructed. The PC agreed that Cllr 
Burge would have a discussion with SCDC planning officers before the next Planning 
Committee meeting, there were no objections. 
c) South West Cambridge New Town 
A press release had recently been published in which little information was given about 
the proposed 25,000 houses (see item 6). The development is not yet an official site that 
has been put forward to SCDC, and residents should not be alarmed. If an application is 
put forward it will be considered as any other site would be for the Local Plan.  

 

12 Parish Council representative on the Village Hall Committee – to be nominated 
Cllr Wragg said that the PC had been remiss in not appointing a PC member to the VH 
committee sooner. He asked for nominations for the role. Cllr Burge nominated Cllr 
Lennon. There were no other nominations and no objections. Cllr Lennon accepted the 
position.  
ACTION – Clerk to send a letter with Cllr Lennon’s contact details to Mrs Woods. 

 
 

 
 

Clerk 
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  Actions 

13 Review of Website and PC email addresses 
Cllr Collinson had prepared a short list of 15 potential registrars for hosting and 
developing a new website. Cllr Hobro offered to help shorten the list to 3-5 providers. 
Clerk and Cllr Collinson are still to sort out uploading minutes to the existing website. Cllr 
Mulholland suggested putting a full year of Minutes in one document on the website 
instead of individual months, which he could help with, and may solve the issue. 

 
 
 

14 Trees, Grass and Hedges 
a) Round Moat Trees 
The work on the group 9 elms is expected to be complete imminently. Regarding a 
resident’s concern about Round Moat trees possibly falling into his garden, Cllr Collinson 
had inspected them and noted insect damage on one of the trunks; Shires estimated this 
could become critical in 1-5 years. Cllr Collinson thought that there would not be 
damage to the property if the trees did fall, but possibly the garden fence. The health of 
these trees would be monitored annually along with the other moat trees. Cllr Collinson 
had advised the resident that if he wanted to take action sooner, the PC would not 
object as long as the relevant permissions were obtained from SCDC.  
The Clerk had contacted Ian Lorman asking advice regarding the trees in the Round 
Moat and was awaiting a reply. Cllr Collinson said that the PC should continually monitor 
their trees particularly in the Round Moat, and suggested that when the Covid 
restrictions allow he could meet with Mr Lorman and involve him in the plans for the 
Round Moat Pebble project, along with Cllrs Mulholland and Howe if they wish. Cllr 
Mulholland suggested that other people not associated with the PC could be involved in 
this working group too, and the group can report back to the PC as the project develops. 
b) Leaf clearing  
Cllr Burge said that the leaf-clearing on Jacksons Way / The Green revealed bare areas 
which the PC may wish to consider having re-seeded in the spring.  
Also, before the meeting Cllrs Burge and Mulholland had noticed the heavy leaf fall on 
the Butts Recreation ground and had suggested to the Clerk and Chairman that Hardys 
might give a quote to clear them by blowing the leaves into the boundaries. Hardys had 
given a reasonable quote of £150+VAT and were able to carry out the work that 
weekend. Therefore, with the Chairman and Chair of Finance’s agreement, the Clerk had 
asked Hardys to go ahead.   
Cllr Hobro had recently organised a litter pick on the roadside on the way to Newton, 
and asked if anyone sees litter in any other areas to let him know and he will try to clear 
them. If there are any other people wishing to volunteer then please contact Cllr Hobro. 

 
 

15 Christmas Scarecrow Competition  
Cllr Lennon said that preparations for the Scarecrow competition and Father Christmas’s 
visit (Santa’s Tractor) are going well, with 12 scarecrow entries so far. The organisers will 
shortly be confirming the route (which will be about 5 miles), and will publish it on 
Facebook. The organisers will judge the scarecrows so prizes can be given out by Father 
Christmas on the evening of Sunday 20 December. The prizes have been kindly donated 
by Tesco’s, Bury Farm and the Chequers. Cllr Lennon thanked Cllr Mulholland for his 
help. Cllr Mulholland said that Robin Barker has kindly donated use of his lighting / 
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  Actions 
generator kit free of charge, but Cllr Mulholland said that Mr Barker should submit a 
receipt to the PC for petrol used during the event (this would be the only expense 
incurred by the PC). 

16 Stay Well this Winter Campaign 
The Clerk had received 15 information packs from CCC for their Stay Well this Winter 
Campaign. The PC suggested that some of these could be distributed to the residents 
who are on the Seniorlink Eldercare scheme. 
ACTION – Clerk to distribute the packs to the residents on the Eldercare scheme 

 
 

 
Clerk 

17 Finance & General Purposes  
a) Bank Account – additional signatories 
Following discussion, the PC decided that Cllr Lennon Should replace Cllr Roberts as a 
signatory on the Unity Trust bank account. 
ACTION – Clerk to administer change of signatories on the Unity Trust bank account 
b) Defibrillator 
Cllr Burge is waiting to hear back from DIPS (a supplier of defibrillators) and whether a  
grant may be available.  
c) Wheely bin stickers 
Cllr Burge offered to prepare a covering note and Cllr Roberts offered to distribute this 
along with the 20mph wheely bin stickers along Long Lane. If there is demand for more 
stickers the PC will purchase another batch.  
d) Royston & District Community Transport donation (£300 previously donated) 
Fowlmere PC had donated £300 to RDCT in 2019-2020. Cllr Burge proposed that the PC 
again contribute £300 to RDCT, this was seconded by Cllr Roberts, all concurred.  
ACTION – Clerk to set up payment of £300 to RDCT  
e) Christmas Tree 
The bill for the Christmas tree was £49. 00 with 10% discount if paid before 31 Dec 2020, 
so £44.10 is to be paid to Phillimore Gardens; this was approved by the PC. 
f) Bills to be paid 
E.on Chapel Electricity  (28 Nov Bill), £15.67 
Hardy Landscapes (Leaf collection Jacksons Way), £420.00 
Hardy Landscapes (Weedkiller along church wall), £72.00 
Hardy Landscapes (Leaves blown on Butts Rec), £180.00 
S W Gardens and Landscapes (Cut back bush on Savile Way), £50.00 
Seniorlink Eldercare (November 2020), £64.52 
Phillimore Garden Centre (PC Christmas tree), £44.10 
L Wragg -  refund (Zoom - December), £14.39 
Bills already approved / Direct Debit 
OPUS ENERGY LTD - 3 Nov to 2 Dec 2020, £183.95 
Clerk’s Salary - Confidential 
NEST – November pension contributions (Direct Debit), £50.41 
Income  

 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Clerk 
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  Actions 
Daniel Robinson & Sons (fee for interment of Mr Pile), £100.00 
The bill payments were approved. 

18 Correspondence 
a) December Correspondence list  
The PC noted the correspondence.  
The idea of moving the PC Christmas tree out of the Memorial Well or having an 
alternative arrangement for next year was considered. 

 

19 Action List Update 
The Action List was reviewed and updated.  
Cllr Hobro had spoken to the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Safeguarding 
Partnership board, who pointed him to relevant training and information. They also said 
that SCDC should have a safeguarding policy and they will speak to SCDC about this. Cllr 
Hobro will follow up on this and let the PC know when SCDC adopt a suitable policy. 

 

20 Ideas for Improvements to Village Life  
a) Pebble fund / Round Moat 
Cllr Collinson had held a very productive site visit with Bob Steed, followed by a second 
including Doug Radford (ex RSPB). Cllr Collinson will meet with them again and then 
produce a delivery timescale to send to Cambridge Water. Some other people may get 
involved in the project, one for ecological aspects, one for insect aspects, plus a contact 
for the Cambridge bat group. 
ACTION – Cllr Collinson to produce a delivery timescale and send to Cambridge Water. 
The local residents will be informed of what is planned via leaflets 
b) Cycle Stands – Zero Carbon grant 
Cllr Hobro said the PC had been awarded the Zero Carbon grant from SCDC for cycle 
stands. The list of conditions had been circulated and approved, and the Clerk had 
completed the BACs form. Cllr Hobro proposed that the PC accept the grant money, Cllr 
Burge seconded, all concurred. Cllr Hobro also proposed that as soon as the funds are 
received, the cycle stands be ordered as they will take several weeks to arrive, however, 
the supplier requires full payment in advance because of the size of the order. Cllr Wragg 
said the terms of trade need to be reviewed, which Cllr Burge agreed to do. Ian Wilson 
had agreed to receive the cycle stands and fit them around the end of January.  
ACTION – Cllr Hobro to co-ordinate purchase and fitting of the cycle stands 
c) Street Signs 
Cllr Mulholland had circulated a report before the meeting proposing that the PC might 
consider replacing or maintaining worn street signs to save them being replaced with 
plastic alternatives (which is what CCC would use). Cllr Roberts said that the PC may have 
to get permission from CCC to do this work as the signs are their property. 
ACTION – Cllr Roberts to find out if Foxton PC needed CCC permission to upgrade their 
street signs  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cllr Collinson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Hobro 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Roberts 
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Dates of next meetings: 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 19th January 2021  – Online (via Zoom) 
PC Meeting   7:30pm Tuesday 16th February 2021  – Online (via Zoom) 
Finance Meeting  January / February (TBD) 
 
The meeting closed at 21.52. 
*These items had already been worked on by the PC and only required updating, noting or approval.
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Report for Parish Councils – December 2020 

Cambridgeshire County Report 
C19 Case Numbers Cambridgeshire Dec 3rd 

 
As I mentioned last month Country & District Launched the local Test & Trace programme and hopefully you all ad the 
new documentation to go with that. 

 
Since the 19 November, when the countywide service launched, 280 cases have been passed to the local service, with 
an 83 per cent of cases completed. 
Winter Support Package 
Councils pledge wide ranging winter support for more people than ever - Cambridgeshire County and Peterborough 
City Councils, working alongside other agencies and organisations, are planning to support many families and 
individuals whose lives have been made more difficult by the COVID pandemic this year. 
They will provide Winter Support Packages to families to make sure that, not only no child goes hungry this year 
whether they are eligible for free school meals or in a range of other categories, but also that families and individuals 
who might struggle with other essential bills, such as utilities, can be supported. 
 The food support will come via a voucher sent to families automatically, using a system many schools are already 
using. Each eligible child will receive a £15 voucher for each week of the school holidays (two weeks at Christmas and 
one week in February). 
 Those eligible for the voucher will be those: 

x Eligible for Early Years Pupil Premium 
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x Funded two year olds 
x Eligible for Free School Meals (including those not currently on a school roll) 
x Eligible for 16+ bursary 

In addition to the Food Vouchers, the scheme is also available to support these same families and individuals with 
other immediate needs, including (but not limited to) other essential supplies and food, household energy and water 
bills, essential white goods such as fridges or cookers and boiler servicing and repairs. 
Those eligible for this additional support will include:  

x Households who receive income-related benefits 
x Households facing financial hardship – who councils are aware of 
x Families identified as ‘just about managing’ by schools  
x Anyone with an Education, Health and Care Plan 
x Care Leavers 
x Young Carers 
x People with ‘No Recourse to Public Funds’ status – such as asylum seekers 

  
Mobile Library Service Times and locations 
The mobile libraries service has re started stopping at 364 locations in 85 villages and communities throughout the 
county. It’s a great place for catching up with friends and colleagues whilst supporting a local community resource. We 
visit most locations once a month, for example the first Tuesday of the month. We will be visiting on the same times 
and days of the week as before. Find a mobile library stop. 
Christmas schedule 
Mobile Libraries will be off the road between Friday 25 December and Tuesday 5 January 2021. 

x Routes on 25 December have been cancelled. The next visit will be on 22 January 2021. 
x All routes on 1 January 2021 have been rearranged to Monday 4 January. 

How to use the service 
Access to the vehicle will be limited to help keep staff safe. We will be providing books selected in advance. 
Reservation service 

x You can pre-order books from the library catalogue using the reservation service. This service is currently free 
of charge. 

Select and Collect service 
x This allows you to request a collection of books based on your tastes. You can use the Select and Collect 

service online, or by calling 0345 045 5225. Simply choose the mobile library as a pick up point and order as 
far in advance as possible. This helps ensure that a selection is ready and issued for you to pick up from your 
stop. (Ideally place your request a week in advance - we will do our best with forms received after this.). 

If you have any queries please email us at mobilelibraries@cambridgeshire.gov.uk . Please support your local library 
service delivered directly to your community. 

 
x Each Mobile Library vehicle carries up to 3,000 items of stock including fiction, non fiction, large print, books 

on CD & cassette and books for children of all ages. 
x You can request books/cassettes/CDs/DVDs. We have access to all the books in Cambridgeshire Libraries. You 

can also request books online to collect from the mobile Library on our next visit. 
x Any books borrowed from the Mobile Library can be returned to any other Cambridgeshire Library and you 

can return books from other libraries to us, so no need to worry about missing your due date. 
x You can renew and order books online, please ask onboard for your ‘PIN’ to get you started. 
x Download the Spydus mobile app to keep track of your library account using your smart phone. 
x Books are issued for 5 weeks and you can renew for up to three months. 
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This Land 
Here is a statement made by Cllr Mark Goldsack in relation to the County Council Company This Land. 
“This Land – an update from Cambridgeshire County Council 
This Land began trading during the summer of 2017 and is progressing operations in line with its business plan. It takes 
several years for a start-up development company to purchase land, take it through planning, build houses and sell 
them before returning a profit. House sales are now underway, in line with the business plan.  This Land has never 
defaulted on any loans to Cambridgeshire County Council. 
Amounts paid to Cambridgeshire County Council in interest are much more than £205k. Interest payments will 
continue to be made by This Land to CCC throughout the life of the loans as scheduled in the loan agreements. 
An additional loan facility from Cambridgeshire County Council has been agreed; however, that does not mean that the 
entire facility will be utilised. Total lending today is below the £120m initial facility authorised in December 2017, and it 
was long-planned this would gradually rise to keep pace with construction spend across multiple sites in line with the 
business plan. 
Independent legal advice was undertaken by Cambridgeshire County Council when structuring the funding 
arrangements for the Company. Income derived from this investment is already helping Cambridgeshire County Council 
to support the delivery of frontline services to the most vulnerable people in the county. 
The This Land Group accounts are calculated under IFRS accounting standards and have been fully audited by a 
reputable, top 10, firm of UK auditors. All interest payments, capital repayments and loan receipts have been made in 
line with This Land Group business plan. 
November 25 2020”. 
 
School Issues: Attendance – Autumn 2020 

 
 
School Term 

 
 
Merry Christmas Everyone. Stay negative. Keep positive.  
Peter McDonald, Dec 6th 20 
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