
PRESENT: Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr P Burge, Cllr P Collinson, Cllr J Fulton, Cllr J Hobro, 

 Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Mulholland and Cllr D Roberts, 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr P McDonald (County Councillor), Mrs D Woods (VHMC) and approximately 

 15 members of the public. 

It was stated that the meePng was being recorded. There were no objecPons. In the absence 

of a Clerk, Cllr Hobro agreed to take the minutes. The meePng began at 7.30 pm.

Ac#ons

1 Apologies for Absence 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr R Lennon (personal commitment).

2 Declara#on of Interest in agenda items 

Cllr Fulton declared an interest in Item 16.

3 Clerk Vacancy 

a) Update 

Cllr Mulholland reported that there had been a recruitment process and the job 

was offered but unfortunately the applicant had to pull out. The process must 

now begin again. Kerry Byrne had offered to remain responsible financial officer 

and deal with cemetery ma[ers for now. 

Ac#on: Repeat the Clerk recruitment process 

b) Arrangements for temporary “Proper Officer” while Clerk post vacant 

CAPALC had advised that “it is possible to nominate one of the councillors as a 

proper officer with a resoluPon from a full council meePng”. Cllr Wragg 

proposed Cllr Mulholland temporarily fill the role of proper officer. Cllr Roberts 

seconded and all concurred. 

Cllr Wragg recorded his thanks to Cllr Mulholland for taking the role, to Kerry 

Byrne for her work, and to Cllr Hobro for taking the minutes.

SM & LW

4 Minutes of the Parish Council Mee#ng of 16th December 2021 

The dra_ minutes were reviewed. Cllr Burge asked them to be amended to note 

that he was asked to follow up with Mr Kratz to check on progress on Moor 

Lane, however no fresh posiPon was put forward. Cllr Roberts asked why Moor 

Lane had been discussed when it was not on the agenda. Cllr Mulholland 

explained that it was covered under Correspondence in response to a le[er 

from the Land Registry. The amended minutes were signed by Cllr Wragg.

5 MaSers Arising not covered in the agenda 
There were no ma[ers arising.
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL 

which was held in the Pavilion Room, Fowlmere Village Hall on 

TUESDAY 18th JANUARY 2022 AT 7:30 PM



6 County Council MaSers 
Cllr McDonald had submi[ed a wri[en report which had been circulated (see 

Annex A) and highlighted items on COVID case numbers, the household support 

fund, 20mph schemes and civil parking enforcement. Cllr Roberts raised the 

resurfacing on Ryecro_ Lane and a pothole on Long Lane, which appears not to 

have been adequately filled and had reappeared. Cllr Howe asked about a 

strategy for dealing with HGVs coming through the village. Cllr Mulholland 

asked about the ‘road narrows’ signs discussed for Chrishall Road. Cllr 

McDonald replied that some remedial work had been done on Ryecro_ Lane, 

with full work promised for March. He said he would ask for proper refilling of 

the pothole and would check on progress for the signs. In the March 

commi[ee, two working groups would explore various HGV opPons including 

variable speed cameras.

7 District Council Update 
Cllr Roberts expressed concern about the quanPty of housing included in the 

new Local Plan and the possible inadequacy of the water supply for further 

development. She highlighted local concern about an applicaPon for another 32 

dwellings on Chrishall Road on the field next to the current development, 

outside the village envelope and not allocated in the Local Plan. Cllr Burge said 

that the Parish Council had been formally noPfied and that this applicaPon 

would be discussed at a Planning Commi[ee meePng within the next 2 weeks.

8 Village Hall update 
a) Proposal to install an ar#ficial Cricket pitch within the exis#ng square 

Members of the Village Hall Management Commi[ee described the proposal, 

which is to convert one of the six pitches to an astro turf wicket in exactly the 

same posiPon, with the other five pitches remaining as grass wickets. This 

would be underwri[en by a grant from the English Cricket Board. A vote to give 

permission was held: Proposed (SM), Seconded (PB), passed unanimously. 

b) Other Village Hall maSers 

Mrs Woods asked if there was any progress on the transfer of maintenance 

obligaPons for the access road. Cllr Burge reported that he had been chasing 

Mr Kratz over this and would conPnue to do so. Mrs Woods said that a new 

meePng had been arranged with Damian Jacob from Boom ConstrucPon on 26 

January to discuss the proposed drainage works for the Chrishall Road 

development. She asked if the Village Hall Management Commi[ee could be 

involved in any discussion on future development for Chrishall Road. 

The mee#ng was opened for urgent ques#ons from members of the public 
and press 

It was agreed that public quesPons on Items 11, 15 and 16 would be taken 

during those items. There were no urgent quesPons on other topics.
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9 Road Safety  
a) Travel Hub 
Cllr Hobro reported that the latest Travel Hub proposals had been approved by 

the GCP ExecuPve Board on 9 December. RepresentaPons from Foxton and 

Barrington Parish Councils over safety and sustainability incorporated input 

from Fowlmere. Amendments from Cllr Gough (SCDC) and Cllr McDonald (CCC) 

had aimed to ensure that there is a proper shu[le bus, and that revenue from 

parking goes towards local acPve travel projects. The GCP ExecuPve Board had 

suggested that the 200 spaces might not be sufficient, hinPng at further 

expansion. Cllr Hobro suggested that there is sPll a long way to go before these 

plans are safe, sustainable and could deliver clear local benefits and agreed to 

conPnue working with Foxton Parish Council in opposing the current plans. Cllr 

McDonald indicated that the plans are very unlikely to receive planning 

permission in their current form. 

b) Speedwatch 

Cllr Howe said that the police have now agreed that the land in front of 

Appleacre can be used as a Speedwatch site, and that, as the days lengthen, 

there will be more checks in the village. 

c) Items reported to CCC Highways 

Cllr Mulholland had reported the pothole on Long Lane, recurring flooding 

outside the cemetery gates, and the Ryecro_ Lane resurfacing problems.

10 Finance and General Purposes 
a) Santa Tractor dona#on top up 

Cllr Mulholland reported that the Santa Tractor was a great success. The bucket 

collecPon raised £431.93 which has been banked with the PC for the Pme 

being. He suggested this could be increased by £68.06 from Parish Council 

funds to allow two £250 donaPons to be made, to Fowlmere PTFA and 

Fowlmere Playgroup (both registered chariPes). Proposed (PB), seconded (DR), 

passed unanimously. Cllr Wragg recorded his thanks to all involved in the Santa 

Tractor. 

b) Bills to be paid 

Eldercare £54.72 

Hardy Landscapes £552.00 

Opus Energy £49.24 

EDF energy £10 

Fowlmere Playgroup £250.00 

Fowlmere School PTFA £250.00 

c) Monthly Play Equipment inspec#on 

Cllr Burge had undertaken this month's inspecPon. There were no issues at The 

Bu[s. At the Village Hall the swing seats had been moved awaiPng quotes for 

replacement and one bench is not securely fixed to the ground. There is also 

ongoing work on the scooter park which is appropriately fenced off. Cllr Wragg 

encouraged councillors to volunteer to Cllr Burge to be included in the rota.
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11 Update on Moor Lane 
Cllr Burge explained that in February the Parish Council had resolved, based on 

advice from Mr Kratz, to avoid going to tribunal but instead to seek to secure 

access rights. Mr Kratz had pursued that line of acPon. This was reviewed in 

September and the council resolved to conPnue with the same strategy. When 

noPfied that the case would be referred to tribunal, Mr Kratz had withdrawn 

the objecPon as instructed since sufficient progress had been made on the 

access agreement, which is conPngent on the outcome of the tribunal. If the 

applicant succeeds in registering the lane then the ma[er will come back to the 

Parish Council. 

Mr Lova[ expressed his disappointment that the decision to withdraw had not 

come back to a full council meePng. Cllrs Burge and Wragg explained that this 

decision had been made by the council in February and the instrucPon given to 

Mr Kratz at that Pme. No further instrucPon had been given to Mr Kratz. He 

had withdrawn the objecPon once the specified condiPons were met. Cllr 

Burge offered to send a copy of the dra_ easement agreement to Mr Lova[. 

Ac#on: Send a copy of the easement drac to councillors and Mr LovaS 

Cllr Roberts expressed concern over the lack of certainty in the condiPons of 

the agreement, and over a claim by Mr Deans’ lawyer that the Parish Council 

was now supporPng his claim to ownership. Cllr Burge said that a full update 

had been given to the council in September, including the travelling dra_ of the 

easement, and the council had affirmed the strategy. Mr Kratz’s advice had 

been that if we maintained our objecPon then we would have been dragged 

into the tribunal with significant legal costs. Cllr Burge affirmed the council’s 

belief that the land is not idenPfiably owned by anyone, noPng that Mr Kratz's 

advice was that any a[empt by the Parish Council to apply for ownership would 

fail. Cllr Howe asked what would happen if the council declined to agree to the 

negoPated terms. Cllr Burge replied that an amended agreement would then 

have to be sought.

PB

12 Burial Board 
a) Recent and upcoming burials, memorials & transfers 

Cllr Mulholland reported that there had been no burials within the last month, 

and that plots 637 and 638 had been transferred to Mr Taylor and his brother 

by the former Clerk. 

 

b) Progress on works 

Cllr Mulholland said that Ian Wilson has agreed to begin work on the bell tower 

when the weather improves, and that the bin, which had previously been 

stolen, had now been replaced and is being empPed. 

13 Reports from Mee#ngs and/or Training aSended 

There were no reports. 
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14 Adop#on of updated LGA Code of Conduct (2021) 

Cllr Burge and the former Clerk had a[ended code of conduct training in 

September. He proposed adopPng the new LGA code of conduct, already 

adopted by SCDC, which had been circulated to councillors. This was seconded 

(PC) and passed unanimously.

15 Update of Airfield flightpath concerns 

Cllr Hobro reported that he had helped Mrs Blyth to install an app, 

Flightradar24, which gives real Pme informaPon on aircra_ posiPon, speed and 

alPtude, with the aim of gathering concrete data on the aircra_ she had 

reported as causing a nuisance. Mrs Blyth cited an example of an aircra_ flying 

past her house repeatedly on a circuit every 5 minutes that morning. She also 

reported that a Chinook helicopter that had passed over within the past week. 

Cllr Fulton said that a Chinook helicopter had landed on his land the previous 

Wednesday during a MOD training exercise and apologised to Mrs Blyth if this 

had caused a nuisance. Cllr Collinson commented that Chinook and Apache 

helicopters had been sighted periodically in Fowlmere over many years. 

Mr Willis spoke on behalf of the airfield, summarising its history as one of the 

earliest airfields in the uk and its current acPviPes as a local employer of 40 

people. He offered to give full details of flights made from Fowlmere, and 

pointed out that many of the aircra_ in this area are from other airfields. He 

expressed his desire to avoid any disturbance through excessive or disrupPve 

acPvity over parish land, and stated that aircra_ from Fowlmere do not fly over 

Mrs Blyth’s house. He also noted that monitoring apps can give an under-

reading of up to 600_ in high pressure weather condiPons. 

Cllr Howe proposed examining the data available to ascertain which planes are 

involved and understand their flight paths, so that the Parish Council could 

ascertain how it might help. Cllr Wragg proposed discussing the situaPon with 

Mr Willis once this has been done. 

Ac#on: Examine the available flight data and discuss with Mr Willis 

JH, CH, LW
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16 Update on Parish Boundary ques#on 

Cllr Fulton declared an interest in this item and le_ the room. 

Cllr Mulholland summarised the advice received from SCDC and NALC since the 

last mePng, which had been circulated to councillors. SCDC had been asked to 

adjudicate on the quesPon of eligibility but replied to say that they were not in 

a posiPon to do this, that it was the candidate’s responsibility to declare 

eligibility, and that the Parish Council has no formal requirement to check this. 

The ulPmate source of this advice was the Electoral Commission. The legal 

advice from NALC stated that the Clerk may take a declaraPon at face value and 

that the Parish Council has no responsibility to perform checks. In the event of 

a dispute, the Parish Council may perform checks, but if agreement cannot be 

reached then it is the responsibility of a challenger to take legal acPon to 

disprove the claim. They recommended that councils ask candidates for a 

declaraPon of eligibility in wriPng. 

Cllr Roberts asked if Cllr Fulton had been asked to prove his eligibility. Mrs 

Bryan requested that the council should do this. Cllr Wragg replied that no co-

opted councillor has ever been asked to do this, and that it was not in line with 

the advice from NALC. Cllr Hobro asked what would consPtute proof of 

eligibility. Mr Bryan replied that legal advice from Mr Kratz might consPtute 

proof. Cllr Burge noted that we have received legal advice from NALC, and that 

Mr Kratz is a planning lawyer. Cllr Wragg suggested that the Parish Council is 

not more expert at choosing a map than the electoral services at SCDC. Cllr 

Howe stated that, since agreement had not been reached, the NALC legal 

advice clearly stated that it is now up to the challenger to take legal acPon. 

Mr Thompson expressed concern over the judgement of the council in co-

opPng a councillor whose eligibility was in doubt. Cllr Hobro explained that the 

councillors voPng in the co-opPon had no knowledge of any discussion about 

eligibility at the Pme of the vote, that challenge had come later, and that they 

were choosing between two candidates on the basis of their wri[en and verbal 

statements. 

Cllr Roberts suggested that the ma[er would be referred to the police. Cllr 

Wragg replied that, since councillors have behaved with diligence, honesty and 

integrity, there is no need to fear the involvement of the police. 

Four resoluPons were put to a vote: 

1) All councillors co-opted since the last elec#ons in 2018 will be asked to 
declare their eligibility using the form provided by NALC 

          Proposed (SM), seconded (CH), agreed by all except DR who abstained 

2) The Parish Council will adopt the declara#on form provided by NALC in 
future co-op#ons 

          Proposed (SM), seconded (PC), agreed by all except DR who abstained 

3) The map used in future eligibility checks will be the Ordnance Survey 
online Electoral Boundaries map, as suggested by SCDC 

          Proposed (PC), seconded (SM), agreed by all except DR who voted against 

4) The Parish Clerk is not required to prove eligibility for co-op#on 

          Proposed (CH), seconded (PB), agreed by all except DR who voted against 
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The meePng was closed at 10.00 pm as the Pme limit of 2 hours 30 minutes had been reached. 

The chairman thanked all for their parPcipaPon. 

17 Planning CommiSee 

There were no ma[ers to discuss, although Cllr Burge noted that the significant 

development proposed for Chrishall Road would be discussed at the next 

Planning Commi[ee meePng.

18 Defibrillator  

Cllr Mulholland said that Cllr Lennon had been in touch with David Walston 

over an offer of CPR and defibrillator training. He suggested liaising with the 

VHMC to organise a date for the training and asked if the council would 

authorise costs to support this. Proposed (SM), seconded (PC), passed 

unanimously  

Ac#on: Arrange defibrillator training with the VHMC

SM, RL

19 FPC Website and Email addresses 

a) Website progress 

Cllr Hobro reported that the new web site is now close to being ready and 

suggested a launch date of 1 February, which would be possible with some help 

from other councillors. Cllr Collinson offered to help to allow this to go ahead. 

Ac#on: Arrange the launch of the new web site on 1 February 

b) Email address use 

This topic was deferred to a future meePng.

JH, PC

20 Trees, Grass and Hedges 

a) Tree Survey 

Cllr Mulholland reported that Argenta had supplied a quote for £1129.10 to 

conduct the Tree Survey agreed at the previous meePng. Cllr Collinson 

proposed accepPng this, it was seconded (LW), and passed unanimously.

21 Progress on grant-funded projects and/or applica#ons 

a) Scooter Park 

Cllr Burge reported that this work is progressing with Mrs Keppey providing the 

driving force. He said that the base is now installed, the structure is being built, 

and the requirements for acousPc fencing are being invesPgated. Mrs Woods 

(VHMC) reported that the insurers have been informed of the project and that 

the Parish Council will cover liability. 

b) Zero Carbon project – Cycle Stands 

This topic was deferred to a future meePng. 

c) Friends of the Round Moat 

This topic was deferred to a future meePng.

22 May Elec#ons 

Cllrs Wragg and Burge proposed that the forthcoming Parish Council elecPons 

be adverPsed publicly on the Parish Council web site and the Fowlmere and 

Thriplow News.
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Report for Parish Councils – January 2022.  

South Cambs District Council 

Resumption of green bin collections 
 
Collections are planned to resume next week, on Wednesday 12 January, in-line with the 
previously published Christmas bin collection schedule. We are working on the plan for that 
resumption, and communicating it, now. 
 
Business grants update 1:  Hospitality and Leisure Grant and Additional Restrictions 
Grant (ARG) top-up 
On 21st December The Chancellor, Rishi Sunak announced £1 billion in support for 
businesses most impacted by Omicron across the UK. Amongst other support, businesses in 
the hospitality and leisure sectors in England will be eligible for one-off grants of between 
£2,700- £6,000 depending on premises rateable value. Additional discretionary funding will 
be made available for Councils to support other businesses affected. 
 
My best guess is currently that businesses will be able to start applying during the latter part 
of January / early February. We are in the process of updating our website to reflect this 
information. 
 
Business grants update 2: Coronavirus Additional Relief Fund (CARF) 
Back in March of this year, the Government announced funding for a new business rates 
relief to help those business that had been impacted by Covid in 2020/21 but had been 
ineligible for the other business rates reliefs. The announcement was made in response to a 
number of businesses submitting appeals to the Valuation Office Agency (VOA), as they 
believed the pandemic constituted a “material change of circumstances”  in relation to their 
premises’ rateable value. Before the relief would be made available, Government first wanted 
to pass legislation to prevent Covid from being a reason for an appeal to the VOA. This 
legislation received royal assent on Wednesday 15 December. 
 
S Cambs have now received guidance from Central Government regarding a new rates relief 
scheme – the Coronavirus Additional Relief Fund (CARF), along with a funding allocation of 
up to £6.3m for us at South Cambridgeshire District Council. The guidance sets out that we 
should design a new local relief scheme to distribute the funding, which is available to reduce 
the 2021/22 business rates bill. The guidance states that the scheme should: 
 

• Not award relief to ratepayers that are, or would have been, eligible for the Extended 
Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Discount, or the Nursery Discount 

• Not award relief in respect of a property when it is unoccupied 
• Direct support towards ratepayers who have been adversely affected by the pandemic 

and have been unable to adequately adapt to that impact. 
We are currently exploring options for scheme design to ensure support is targeted to those 
impacted, and will then need to turn our attention to the administrative details. This is a 
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considerable piece of work and it may take some weeks before the scheme is launched. 
Please be assured that we will endeavour to launch the scheme as soon as possible. Details of 
the relief announcement are on our website. 
 
Business support events and webinars 
S Cambs is offering a series of free to attend events and webinars that provide a chance for 
local businesses to engage with Council services and develop skills to help you run your 
business successfully.   
Looking after your mental health 
The past year has been a difficult time to run a business and many people's mental health has 
suffered as a result. We are running a free webinar on 20 January from 12 noon to 1pm 
exploring how to look after yourself as well as your business. 
 
In this inspirational and solution focused sessions, our guest speakers Nick Elston and Zoe 
Thompson will talk through their lived experience and ways to help you cope in these 
challenging times. Themes include: 

• Mental health and wellbeing 
• 'What you do next that counts' 
• Resilience, positivity and aspiration 
• Acceptance and awareness. 

 
Cambridgeshire County Report 
 
Current Covid & Vaccination Status Locally 
 

 
Confirmatory PCR tests to be temporarily suspended for positive lateral flow test 
results. 
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From 11 January in England, people who receive positive lateral flow device test results for 
COVID-19 will be required to self-isolate immediately. They will not be required to take a 
confirmatory PCR. This is a temporary measure while COVID-19 rates remain high across 
the UK. Whilst levels of COVID-19 are high, the vast majority of people with positive LFD 
results can be confident that they have COVID-19. 
 
Stay at home guidance for households with possible COVID-19 infection 
The self-isolation advice for people with coronavirus (COVID-19) has changed. It is now 
possible to end self-isolation after 7 days, following 2 negative LFD tests taken 24 hours 
apart. The first LFD test should not be taken before the sixth day. COVID-19: guidance for 
households with possible coronavirus infection 
 
Other Covid Updates 
 
Visiting arrangements in care homes 
On 30 December, the Department of Health and Social Care updated the guidance on how 
care homes can support families and visitors to visit residents. The guidance has been 
updated to reflect that resident lateral flow device testing following visits out of the care 
home is required every second day for ten days, and to add that nominated visitors should 
remain the same wherever possible. 
 
Guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/visiting-care-homes-during-coronavirus 
 
COVID-19: guidance for grassroots sport participants, providers and facility operators 
On 23 December, the Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport updated the guidance 
on COVID-19 measures for grassroots sport participants, providers and facility operators. 
 
The guidance sets out information for the public and sport providers on how to organise and 
participate in grassroots sport and physical activity as safely as possible. This includes advice 
on steps people can take to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission within the sport 
environment. The update includes new information on face coverings, who should work from 
home, and the types of venues and events that are required by law to check visitors’ COVID 
status as a condition of entry. 
 
Guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-coronavirus-covid-19-measures-
for-grassroots-sport-participants-providers-and-facility-operators 
  
Find help and support if you have long COVID 
 
On 24 December, the Department of Health and Social Care updated the guidance for those 
who have long COVID. The guidance has been updated with advice for those who have signs 
and symptoms of long COVID, those who have long COVID and are unable to work, those 
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who have long COVID and need support to find, return to or stay in work, and for those who 
have a child with long COVID. 
 
Guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/find-help-and-support-if-you-have-long-covid 
 
Household Support Fund 
A reminder on the new support fund which aims to help those struggling to pay for food, 
energy or other essential items this winter has been launched. Cambridgeshire County 
Council has been allocated £3.58 million as part of the Government’s Household Support 
Fund to help people who need financial support. 
 
Household Support Fund – letter to residents 
From early next week, colleagues will be sending letters to approximately 6,000 residents 
who have been identified as being likely to be eligible for Household Support Fund grants. 
The letter will include reminders of existing financial support that is available during the year 
(such as our Discretionary Housing Payments to provide financial support towards housing 
costs, or our Council Tax hardship fund to provide support to those who are struggling 
financially because of the pandemic). Additionally, information will be included to encourage 
residents to contact our Welfare and Money Maximisation Officer, Lucy Tompkins, who can 
discuss residents’ circumstances and identify any support that may be suitable. 
 
The Household Support Fund itself is a new one-off grant, which is live until 31 March 2022. 
This usually provides £49 (for a family) or £29 (for an individual) to cover food or household 
energy costs, but more funding may be available for people who can demonstrate a higher 
need – for instance for higher costs of filling an oil tank or buying a new cooker. To be 
eligible for the Household Support Fund residents will need to earn less than £17,940 or 
receive any of the following: Income Support; Income-based Job Seekers Allowance; 
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance; Pension Credit; Universal Credit; 
Working Tax Credit. Residents can find out more, or apply online, on Cambridgeshire 
County Council’s website. Details of how to access the scheme are available at: 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/household-support-fund 
  
County Highways Issues 
The Jan 25th committee will look at: 

• Civil Parking Enforcement 
• 20 mph scheme funding & principles 

 
 

 

Peter McDonald 

January 6th 2022 
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