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Support for Ukrainian refugees 
South Cambridgeshire communities have stepped forward to help those 
fleeing Ukraine, with figures showing that the area has had more visas issued 
than any other district in the country. 435 visas have been issued for South 
Cambridgeshire so far, the highest number for any District Council area, and 
the seventh highest figure for any area in England. The District Council has 
been arranging payments for guests and hosts, and managing DBS checks 
and in-person visits to confirm that properties are suitable. So far, 267 family 
groups have been matched with hosts and 82 have already arrived. 
The District Council is keeping hosts and guests in South Cambridgeshire 
connected via regular bulletin updates and has established online 
communities and webinars to bring together both hosts and guests. An online 
welcome pack for new arrivals from Ukraine has been created and continues 
to be updated as further useful information becomes available. 
Welfare checks and the subsequent social care are probably going to be the 
most complicated part of this. SCDC is looking carefully at its experience with 
community involvement during COVID. It is trying to support hosts & guests 
to make sure that the relationships do not break down. Experience tells us 
that the 6-8 week point is the hardest part for support 
Negotiations are underway with Stagecoach via the County Council & the 
Combined authority to seek funding to allow initial free bus passes for the 
period just after the groups have arrived. 
Many effective community efforts have sprung up (real & virtual). In 
Fowlmere, where a number of families are being hosted, a community group 
is being coordinated by the vicar and churchwardens at St Mary’s church. 
For more information, please see the SCDC Support for Ukraine web page. 
  
Zero Carbon Community Grants 
The application period for this year’s Zero Carbon Community Grants is now 
open, and applications must be received by 1st June. The District Council 
is offering £120,000 in grants to Parish Councils and other community 
organisations of up to £15k for projects that will reduce carbon emissions, 
strengthen the natural environment, and increase community engagement on 
climate change. 
A wide range of projects could qualify, including tree planting, community 
nature spaces, cycling improvements and efficiency gains in community 
buildings. In 2021, Fowlmere Parish Council received a £3000 Zero Carbon 
grant to install cycle stands in public places throughout the village. 
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Tailored advice and Community Toolkits 
A new personalised advice service is available from the District Council which 
will identify free tools and funding to tackle local problems and create safer 
communities in South Cambridgeshire. 
Residents and community groups can complete a short online form outlining 
the initiative they want to set up or the problem they want to solve, and 
Council staff will offer tailored solutions. The guidance will include information 
about different grants that a particular project might be eligible for, the most 
appropriate toolkits to use, and introductions to community contacts who have 
seen success in similar projects locally. 
If you are thinking about setting up a new group, encouraging others to take 
an interest in issues that matter to you, or addressing a local concern but 
aren’t sure where to start, you can complete the short form online. 
For those communities that would like to plan for the longer-term, Council 
colleagues can also talk to you about creating a Community Led Plan. 
For more details, see the Council’s video on the Community Safety 
Partnership toolkit. 

Neighbourhood Plans 
In support of the Local Plan, the District Council is encouraging Parishes to 
produce their own formal Neighbourhood Plans. These are produced by 
Parish Councils in consultation with the village, normally taking around 2 
years to research and produce. They help to provide legal support in planning 
decisions and regulate local development in line with the Local Plan produced 
at District Council level. 
Foxton Parish produced a formal Neighbourhood Plan and voted to adopt it in 
July last year. Heydon is currently working on a plan.
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